
• According to Merritt Clifton, editor of the animal rights publication Animal People, who conducted the only
controlled study of pet theft ever completed in the U.S., “...there simply isn’t the demand now to sustain a
high-volume market for stolen pets” in medical research.  No demand—no business.

• Well over ninety percent of the animals used in medical research are rodents.  Dogs and cats account for less
than one percent of the total number of lab animals needed by researchers.

• Forty percent of those dogs and cats involved in research are specially-bred for this purpose.  The rest,
approximately 65,000, are purchased from highly-regulated Class B animal dealers or from pounds, where
otherwise the animals would be put to death.

• Amendments to the U.S. Animal Welfare Act in 1990 provided tough restrictions on how and from
whom dogs and cats can be acquired for research purposes.  Class B dealers may obtain animals from three
main sources: 1) their own premises where they have specially bred the animals and willingly provide them
to research facilities;  2) pounds and shelters; 3) other Class B dealers.

• It is a federal offense for any person to “buy, sell, exhibit, use for research, transport or offer for transporta-
tion, any stolen animal” or to obtain live random source dogs and cats under false pretenses.  Random
source animals are defined as those acquired from pounds and shelters, auction sales, or from any person
who did not breed and raise the animal on his or her premises.

• Those dealers who have not complied with Animal Welfare Act provisions have been heavily fined or put
out of business.  Clifton maintains that enforcement crackdowns “have reduced the number of dealers
selling random source dogs and cats to U.S. laboratories to at most 75.”  The USDA places this number at
approximately 40.

• Class B dealers may obtain animals from pounds, but the USDA requires that the animal be held on the
pound’s premises for five days and on the dealer's premises for an additional five or ten days.  Therefore, the
USDA-mandated holding period is ten to fifteen days, providing ample time for owners to locate lost pets,
or for unwanted animals to find new homes.

• Irresponsible pet ownership is considered the main cause of missing pets.  Nearly 1.2 million dogs and 5.4
million cats are hit by cars each year—more than enough to account for the total of reported missing pet
cases.

Animal activists prey on the emotions of pet owners by hoodwinking
them into believing pets are stolen and sold to medical research facilities.

The fact is, there is no market for stolen pets in biomedical research.
Here are some facts which debunk the animal rights movement’s pet theft lie.
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