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James 4: 1-17

Lesson 5

Summary Sentence: God opposes the Proud but gives grace to the Humble.

Central Idea: Humble yourselves before the Lord and He will exalt you

Introduction: Why is it, do you suppose, that we Christians experience war within ourselves and fights among ourselves? If God controls the universe, and if He lives in us, what can possible be missing? James tells us in a word – Humility. That’s the missing ingredient!  You need to realize that this would not have been an acceptable answer in the common culture  of his day. The Greek moralists only used the word “humble” in a disparaging way; to mean poor,  or unworthy of notice. But James and the other New Testament writers drew on the riches of their Hebrew heritage and, over time, actually changed the status of the word in the Greek vocabulary. In its essence, “Humility” means to be “low” only in contrast to “pride” which means to “be lifted high”. Those who live only for themselves naturally see no reason for humility, but those who know God recognize it to be the greatest of wisdom – a universal characteristic of Christian maturity. Biblical humility is not weakness, but strength; since it means lowering ourselves into the strong and loving hands of our mighty God!   As we explore James, Chapter 4 tonight, we are going to cover four important concepts:

James 4: 1-5
Humility about our desires

James 4:  6-10
. . .          toward God

James 4:11-12
. . .          toward others

James 4:13-17
. . . 
    about the Future

Humility about our desires (James 4:1-5) 

It is important for us to realize that James is deadly serious when he approaches this subject. Remember he is speaking (and I say speaking because I believe that what we are studying is actually a series of sermons that James preached to the church in Jerusalem) to a group of Christians who are new to the faith, and have serious problems with possession of wealth, showing favoritism, controlling their tongues and dealing with  wrong motives. So he uses really graphic terms. . . He even talks about committing murder in order to satisfy our lusts. Now that doesn’t mean that church members are killing others. It is what the rabbi’s of the day called a “remez” – a hint from the Scriptures. The reference to committing murder is a direct reference back to King Ahab and Jezebel, and what they did to a man named Naboth in order to gain possession of his vineyard.  (you can read  the story in I Kings 21). James is saying, in effect, You are guilty of the same sins of lust, avarice and greed that afflicted Ahab & Jezebel – and remember what happened to them!  Your church will become a battlefield and our hearts casualties when we allow our desires to be lured by the world instead of submitting them to God. 

How do we generally respond when sinful desires wage war against our souls? 

(I Peter 2:11) My first reaction is to try to suppress it . . . to Fight it. But that usually doesn’t work. Its like trying to force a ball under water. Have you ever played that game at the pool or beach? It will continue to push and seek the surface until it finds a new way or place to “pop up”. Sinful desires are like that. We can try to change them, but we will fail. Trying to alter our own inner desires, by our own strength, is a little like trying to make a sailboat go faster by pushing on the mast. The key to victory over our inner struggles is humility. We need to constantly open ourselves to God’s spirit through prayer, that He might move us as He wills.

Does God’s peace reign in our hearts and in all our relationships? If not, we may be adding names to the spiritual warfare casualty list. We need to humble ourselves before God in constant prayer, asking Him to heal hurts and enable us to be peacemakers. 

A humble heart is a heart resting in God’s Hands, not pulled about by worldly lusts and desires.

Humility Toward God (James 4:6-10)

Here James defines true humility – submission to God, resisting the Devil, and true repentance for all sin and compromise (and yes, grieve, mourn and wail, if necessary) James is telling us this to differentiate it from mere outward shows of humility which are often only another way of seeking praise and recognition from others – its one of pride’s most subtle masks. True humility is an open door to God’s grace for overcoming our sinful desires.  

Dr. H. A. Ironside, a great preacher from an earlier time, once told a friend that he was having trouble with secret pride. The friend told Ironside to make up a sandwich board with the plan of Salvation on it, and walk around downtown Chicago all day wearing it. Ironside did it – and when he had completed the humiliating experience he returned to his home, put the sandwich board in the corner, and told his wife “There isn’t another man in all Chicago who would be willing to do a thing like that!  

DO we have a false Humility – pride in disguise? If so, we may be very embarrassed and hurt when others finally see behind our masks. The sign of true humility is when we don’t care what others think of us (reputation) but care with all our hearts what God thinks of us (Character) If we come to God, asking for wisdom, He will show us the difference in those two every day. A Humble heart does not seek or desire praise from the world. A heart that is humbled before God is the heart that God can use.

Humility toward others (James 4:11-12) 

It is a sad truth that the way insecure and selfish people build themselves up is to put others down and then keep them there. Here in vv 11-12, James reminds us that this is most often done in two ways: a judgmental attitude and a slanderous tongue. A humble person, however, considers others more important than himself, and delights to see them succeed. (Good references are Phil 2:3, Romans 12:3, 12:10, and James 2:8) To put others down is to break the law of God – the Law of Love, and to build them up is to fulfill it. 

A famous conductor, when asked what was the most difficult instrument in the Orchestra to play, thoughtfully replied “Second Fiddle. Every violinist wants to occupy the first chair. But without a second fiddle, there is no harmony. 

Do we seek to put others down, below us, or do we lift them up as more important than ourselves. Lets look at the example of our savior, and follow in His steps. Remember, His reward was to be lifted up to the Father’s right Hand (Phil 2:9) and He will lift us up as well, for all eternity. If our hearts are humble, we will find joy in seeing others get the glory instead of ourselves.  
Humility about the Future (James 4:13-17)

One of Satan’s most subtle traps to keep us from “doing the good we ought to do” is to give us anxiety about the future. Instead of trusting in God for all our needs, we tend to worry about the future. And to store up possessions and treasures for ourselves to protect us in the here and now, but have no eternal value at all (Luke 12:16-21). But as we humble ourselves before God, we have to take a humble stance regarding our future in this world, too. Only in humility do we find the find the freedom of heart to trust Him Here and now, as well as for our eternal security.  

Story of the two brothers – rich lawyer and poor preacher – walking along a country road – “Only stalks of wheat with heads lifted high are the empty ones” 

As you think about the future, do you have complete peace? Or mixed emotions? If you are anxious, there is only one enduring cure – Come to God in humility, lay your anxieties at His feet, and decide to trust Him completely.  A humble heart believes God controls the future, and is therefore content and free to serve God today.

Conclusion

Whatever our problem, our solution is found in humbly submitting ourselves to God. As the Proverb states, “When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with humility comes wisdom”. 

Story of small plane with three passengers. ON fire – Pilot runs back, announces enough parachutes for each, then jumps- but accidentally kicks out a parachute as he goes.

Next man – boastful – one of the smartest men in the world – grabs a pack and leaps.

Two left – Pastor and a college kid on vacation. 

(Closing sentence) Pride does indeed go before a fall! Seriously, may God help us to humble ourselves before Him, for if we remain in humility, we have nowhere to fall. And when God does lift us up, we will have the certainty of His strong hands keeping us safe. 

Prayer: Lord, forgive us for our pride. Search us. Show us our hidden pride. Then help us to humble ourselves, by showing us who we are before you – the One True, awesome and majestic God. Amen

