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I and II Peter
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I. Living for God

1PE 4:1 Therefore, since Christ suffered in his body, arm yourselves also with the same attitude, because he who has suffered in his body is done with sin. As a result, he does not live the rest of his earthly life for evil human desires, but rather for the will of God. 3 For you have spent enough time in the past doing what pagans choose to do--living in debauchery, lust, drunkenness, orgies, carousing and detestable idolatry. 4 They think it strange that you do not plunge with them into the same flood of dissipation, and they heap abuse on you. 5 But they will have to give account to him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. 6 For this is the reason the gospel was preached even to those who are now dead, so that they might be judged according to men in regard to the body, but live according to God in regard to the spirit.  

These days, whenever we pick up the Orlando Sentinel, or USA Today, and read the phrase  “militant fundamentalist”, it immediately brings to mind other phrases, doesn’t it?  We associate that descriptive phrase with others like “ Islamic Jihad” ,  “Palestinian Suicide Bomber”,  or  “Al Quaeda”.  None of us in this room would want our names spoken in the same sentence as the words “militant fundamentalist”. And yet, in a sense, as true followers of the Prince of Peace.. that is exactly what we are called to be.  We must remember that the Kingdom is spiritual, and therefore not expanded through physical or forceful activities. Jn 18:36.  We should keep in mind the words of our Savior: “for all who take the sword will perish by the sword.” Mt 26:52.  
Nevertheless, as Followers of Jesus Christ, we too are Militant fundamentalists. 

 Militant - because we recognize that there is a battle raging between Good and Evil for the souls of men, and we are in the midst of it.  Fundamentalists  - because we believe that there is only one name under heaven by which men may be saved.  -  Because we believe in  the absolute and utter truth of  God’s Word   - because we believe that without the shedding of Blood there can be no forgiveness, and because we believe that Jesus, God’s own son, died on the cross that we might have Eternal life. 

We are engaged in a spiritual struggle, both without and within. 1 Pe 2:11.  We have in our arsenal weapons that are “mighty in God” -2 Co 10:3-5.  And one of those, as Peter tells us in verse 1, is The mind or Attitude, of Christ.   T he attitude of Jesus to which Peter is referring is the simple certainty that “Suffering for others is worthwhile, and will bring reward”.  Remember what Jesus accomplished because he was willing to suffer for the sake of others!  

Now, it is highly unlikely that we will ever be called upon to suffer to the extent that Jesus suffered. So what I want to do tonight is put a suitable “Scale” to the idea of suffering for American Christians. Our suffering is more likely to be voluntary – the result of choices we make for the sake of showing our witness – what we choose to deny ourselves for the sake of His name. 

· Will I take the time to stop and help that old guy change his tire? I’ll be late to work. He’s probably got AAA and a cell phone. Should I stop? 

· What? Take part of my Saturday afternoon and go visit John in the Hospital? I Hate Hospitals! I’ll send him a card – he’d probably rather have some peace and quiet. 

· Take a short term missions Trip? Man that means a week off work – all my remaining vacation. Besides, they make you pay your own expenses – I can’t afford that.  Can I? 

Key for Living: Suffering for others, in Jesus’ name and for the sake of the Gospel,  is always worthwhile, and will eventually bring reward”.  

Now lets look at the second part of that verse . . . because he who has suffered in his body is done with sin. As a result, he does not live the rest of his earthly life for evil human desires, but rather for the will of God. What does that mean? Well, it doesn’t mean that pain erases sin or the tendency to sin. What it does mean is that:

· Someone who endures hardship for Christ is not likely to allow sin to have dominance in his or her life.

· Someone  who has embraced the mind of Christ, and whose life is so influenced by him that he is willing to suffer persecution is probably not in danger of succumbing to the weaker temptations of the flesh. To an individual like that, the sins of the flesh simply lose their appeal.  Don’t you want to become a person like that? 
· It also means that, armed with the mind, or attitude,  of Christ, which includes a willingness to suffer for doing good, a “militant” Christian will be actively waging war against sin!

 Verse 3 tells us that here is where the major battle is to be fought.  It is really   battle between one’s soul and fleshly lusts -  (1 Pe 2:11) Unless we first win the battle for our own soul, we are not likely to be of much help in winning the souls of others!

· Therefore we need to remove the plank out of our own eye first - cf. Mt 7:3-5

· Only by first being “spiritual” are we prepared to help others - cf. Ga 6:1

Many immature Christians begin fighting a “spiritual warfare” with others too soon, and lose

the “spiritual warfare” within themselves in the process!

Now lets look at verses 3 qnd 4.  For you have spent enough time in the past doing what pagans choose to do--living in debauchery, lust, drunkenness, orgies, carousing and detestable idolatry.  They think it strange that you do not plunge with them into the same flood of dissipation, and they heap abuse on you. Peter tells us plainly that we have wasted enough of our lives and time making the same foolish choices and doing the same  stupid, sinful things that pagans choose to do.  Paul calls these things the  “works of the flesh” in Ga 5:19-21

 Now it is time to live out the rest of our life for “the will of God”.  As we think of ourselves “standing strong for the faith” and “fighting the good fight”, let’s not forget that the battle begins within ourselves. Unless the Christian is first militant in “crucifying the flesh” and “putting to death the deeds of the body”, he or she is not likely to have the “spiritual fortitude” necessary

to overcome in the name of Christ Jesus.  

In Verses 5 and six, we read, But they will have to give account to him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. 6 For this is the reason the gospel was preached even to those who are now dead, so that they might be judged according to men in regard to the body, but live according to God in regard to the spirit.   Verse six is another of Peter’s perplexing passages. But it really isn’t as difficult as it first appears. Remember that those who do not know Christ as their lord and savior are already “as good as dead”. Scripture calls it “dead in their sins” (Eph 2:5) All Peter is saying here is that these pagans have had a chance to hear the Gospel, and if they have ignored or rejected it, they will be judged accordingly.  Either they will be judged by men according to their actions, or by God, based on whether or not their names are written in the book of life. 

Either way, As Militant Christians,  We must remember who is the Judge...

· God is the judge of those who are “outside” - 1 Co 5:12-13

· They will have to “give an account to Him who is ready to judge...” - 1 Pe 4:5

We must therefore be willing to let God be the judge... Ro 12:19

· God will apply the “justice” when necessary. 

· we are called upon to offer His “mercy” until then, through 

· the preaching of the gospel

· through living lives of kindness and mercy - cf. Ro 12:20-21
Key for Living:  Our Battles are spiritual battles. We are to “arm” ourselves with the mind of Christ,  waging spiritual warfare  in our efforts to live the godly life, doing good and showing mercy.

Are you “fighting the good fight of faith”? Are you a member of  the Lord’s army?

II. Living in the Last Days

1PE 4:7 The end of all things is near. Therefore be clear minded and self-controlled so that you can pray. 8 Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. 9 Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. 10 Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms. 11 If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.

There is an interesting possibility here. Remember that we believe Peter wrote this letter sometime between 67 and 68 AD. The Jewish revolt against Rome began in 66 AD, and ended with the destruction of the city, the demolition of the Temple, and the abolition of the Levitical Priesthood. If you look back at Mark 13, you will remember that Peter had been with Jesus when Jesus had prophesied the destruction of the Temple and said it was one of the signposts that marked  the “beginning of the end”.   It is entirely possible that, by the time of this letter, the Temple had been destroyed. Peter had good reason to remind his hearers that the end was at hand.  But whether Peter has in mind the destruction of Jerusalem, or the Lord’s second coming, we can still say “the end of all things is at hand”...  For even if the Lord Himself does not return for another two thousand years, the time is not long when we who are alive today will be “in the flesh” no more. With every passing day, “our salvation is nearer than when we first believed”, and the “end” gets closer. 

How then should we live out the rest of our time, living as we do in the “end times”?

 Well, Peter offers four very sound principles for living in readiness for the Lord’s return. 

I. Clear minded and self-controlled Prayer  Therefore be clear minded and self-controlled so that you can pray (v7) 
· The word here is sophroneo {so-fron-eh’-o}, which actually has a variety of meanings depending on the context :

· to be in one’s right mind or  To exercise self control

· to put a moderate estimate upon one’s self, think of one’s self soberly

· to curb one’s passions

 Words closely related to this are found in 1 Pe 1:13; 5:8 (the word “sober”). Serious, watchful praying is necessary, therefore, or we might not be ready for that which will come.

II. A Deep and abiding Love -  Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. (V8).  This is the second time that Peter commands “Fervent” love. The first time was in 1 Pe 1:22  where we defined “fervent” as “constant” or “earnest”

· .Here Peter tells us to make such “fervent love” the number one priority (“above all things have fervent love...”)

· This is reminiscent of Paul’s words in Co 3:14

· And perhaps a reflection of Jesus’ words in Mt 22:36-40

The need for “fervent love” is seen in its power to forgive 

· “for love will cover a multitude of sins” This appears to be a reference to Pro 10:12 (“love covers all sins”)

· To “cover sin” does not mean to ignore it, but as used by James it suggests “fervent love” does what is necessary to restore and forgive the sinner - cf. Ja 5:19-20 
As the “time of the end” draws near, and the Day of Judgment looms closer, how important it is that we have the kind of love for one another which will encourage us all to get rid of sin in our lives! 

III. Gracious Hospitality - Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling (v9)
This is an unusual use of  “Hospitality, because the word is philoxenos {fil-ox’-en-os}...

It literally means “love of strangers” and is normally used in reference to kindness to

those we don’t know.  But here Peter applies it to our love towards brothers and sisters. 

 If we are to show kindness to those we don’t know, how much more towards those

who are “of the household of faith”, our own brethren! - cf. Ga 6:10

· There is always a need, as our love for one another is a sign of true discipleship –
       cf. Jn 13:34-35, but there may be a special need as “the end draws near”

· Several passages suggest that persecution of the saints will increase before Christ

           returns (so I understand Re 20:7-9)

· In any period of persecution, when some Christians lose all they have, other Christians

           need to be ready to provide for their needs - cf. Mt 25:35-40

But remember, that true hospitality must be given without grumbling.

· If one shows kindness with a begrudging spirit, can it be said they truly have a love of

           strangers (or brethren)?

· Only by placing a higher premium on our brethren than we do on our possessions can we show hospitality without grumbling

IV. Service That Glorifies God -  Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms. 11 If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ.
Everyone has been given gifts by God, both spiritual,  physical and mental, that we can use to serve Him. 

· By the grace of God, which Peter tells us has many forms (multifaceted), there are various ways one can serve God

· And each of us are to be “good stewards” (accountable servants) of whatever gifts or

           abilities we may have ( as Paul wrote to the church at Rome in Ro 12:3-8)

 Living In The End Times, then, is living with the recognition that to God (and Jesus Christ)

“belong the glory and dominion forever and ever”  With that recognition, we will be careful to develop:

· Serious Prayer

· Fervent Love

· Gracious Hospitality

· Service that glorifies God

Key for Living: Every Christian is to be living as though” the end of all things” is at hand.  We express our readiness through our prayers, our love for others, our acts of kindness, and our service to God.

