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Philippians 2:1-11

Lesson 3

Summary Sentence:   Stressing the need for humility & sacrificial  service toward others, Paul appeals to the example of Christ & expounds upon how far Christ was willing to go to save us.

Central Idea: We need the mind of Christ!

Aim:  To cause my audience to understand that humility is the key to  following Christ Jesus.
Introduction:  Last week, we concluded our study of Philippians 1 by looking at an exhortation to stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel Tonight, as we begin chapter 2, Paul continues with the call for unity, providing reasons why we should desire unity, the nature of our unity, and attitudes necessary to  maintain unity (1-4).  Then, stressing the need for humility and sacrificial  service towards others, Paul appeals to the example of Christ and expounds upon how far Christ was willing to go to save us.  

How far would you go to save someone else from pain or suffering?  It might depend on the circumstances, mightn’t it? Do you think the identity of the person you were saving might be a factor? Most of us would die for our children, if it became necessary, but what about for the homeless guy that hangs out across from your grocery store, or that boss who takes credit for your good ideas? Would you take into account the ability of the person to help themselves?  (Strong man versus small child) Would you ask “Does that person deserve to suffer?” What about the contribution they make to society? Would you suffer, for instance, to save an award winning Christian author? A Surgeon? What about a pornographer, or a drug dealer?  What if you knew that saving someone would cost you your own life, but might not make any difference in the life of the person you died to save? Tonight we will, I hope and pray, come to understand just a little more about the great love that motivated Jesus Christ, the Living God, to leave his glory, put aside his power and majesty, and choose to suffer and die on a cross – not just for some, but for everyone – all of us - undeserving, sinful and destructive – knowing that some of us would not change, even after His incredible loving sacrifice – giving His life to redeem ours . . . mine and yours. 

I. Unity based on Humility (vv 1-4)

II. Discovering the mind of Christ (vv 5-8)

III. Highly Exalted by God (vv 9-11)

I. The Unity that is based on Humility 

(Explain) So if you will turn with me to Philippians 2, lets look first at verses 1-4. There are three things worthy of notice here. The first is our motivation for unity. In verse one there are some pretty strong reasons to make unity our goal. There is 1) The consolation we have in Christ, 2) The comfort  to be found in His love and in the love of fellow believers 3) The fellowship we have in the Spirit, and finally 4) The affection and compassion we experience as a part of the body of Christ. 

Then Paul deals briefly with the nature of unity. What does it mean to be unified? It means to 

1) Be of like mind, 2) to have the same love 3) to be of one accord, and 4) to share the same focus. This isn’t a call for some sort of spiritual or intellectual cloning. But it is a recognition that if we share Christ, there are some other things we will share as well:  The truth of the Gospel message . . . a genuine love for one another . . . . a common purpose in life  . . . and a common goal – to Glorify God and to proclaim Jesus Christ.

 In verses 3-5, he begins to deal with the actions and attitudes necessary to maintain unity in the body. What does he say?  1) Do nothing through selfish ambition or conceit (v3a).  2) With lowliness of mind let each one esteem others better than himself (v3b). 3) Be more concerned for the interests of others than for your own (v4). And finally, 4) Let the mind that was in Christ be in you (v5). 

(Illustrate)  Back in the 70’s, Mac Davis wrote a song entitled “Oh Lord, its hard to be humble”. Let me give you the lyrics from just the first verse: Oh lord its hard to be humble, when you’re perfect in every way, I cant wait to look in the mirror, cause I get better lookin’ each day. To know me is to love me, I must be a heck of a man, O Lord its hard to be humble, but I’m doin’ the best that I can. Now, I’m not sure which is scarier – that someone would write a song like that – or that it became a number one hit song. But in a back-handed way, it gets at a basic truth of life. It is hard to be humble! Despite all the evidence to the contrary, we persist in thinking well of ourselves . . . in justifying ourselves . . . in comparing ourselves to others so that we appear in our own eyes to be better, smarter, stronger, or more spiritual.   

(Apply) But Paul in the passage we are studying tonight, tells us our only basis of comparison must be God’s Standard, and not our own standards. There is only one who justifies us . . . and it is not us! It is Jesus Christ . . . and His standard is total humility for the sake of the Gospel.  If a modern church decided to live by vv. 1-4, in what ways would it change? How attractive would that church be from the outside? What kind of results might that church expect to see? How practical would it be to live like this? What difficulties would present themselves as this church lifestyle was implemented? Would you enjoy fellowship with such a church? What would it take to make it happen?  The mind of Christ!

IV. Discovering the mind of Christ

(Explain) Verse 5 is one of the most awesome challenges in the Bible, on par with "Be holy, because I am holy" and "Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect." The literary context of the challenge is primarily verse 3, "Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit…" Why would Paul use Christ Jesus—who is perfect—as an example for Christians? How do you respond when you are challenged to be perfect? And what do you think Paul was trying to accomplish with this challenge?  Well, lets look more closely at the passage: 

A. PRIOR TO HIS INCARNATION

Jesus was "in the form of God" That is, "He existed as essentially one with God" 

(This is in accord with what we read in Jn 1:1-3.  He was also "equal with God" (Jn 1:1)

He certainly shared similar glory with the Father (Jn 17:5), something the Father refused to share with any created being (cf. Isa 42:8)  But Christ did not cling to or “Grasp” his equality with God. Literally, "a thing to be grasped"; that is, something to be laid hold of, and retained jealously. The "glory" of equality with God which Christ enjoyed from eternity was not something He felt like He HAD to cling to- What Jesus did was A true demonstration of a lack of selfish ambition and conceit on the part of our Lord!

C. WHEN CHRIST BECAME FLESH...He "made Himself of no reputation". Some versions say "emptied Himself". He divested Himself of the "glory" He had with the Father  cf. Jn 17:5, and

He took upon Himself "the form of a servant". He did not come as a "king", "nobleman", etc.

But as the lowly son of a simple carpenter. He came "in the likeness of men", because as such, He could experience our  temptations and sufferings – (He 2:14,17-18; 4:15; 5:7)

In other words, though deity, He was truly "man" (not some sort of "superman").  He "humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross". Though in every way a man like you or me (while still the Son of God), He humbled Himself and obediently suffered and died on the cross!  

(Illustrate)  -- Why did Jesus do all this? He did it all for the sake of others. He became man, humbled himself as a man, was obedient, and then died on the cross...because He first loved Us!  He did it, to bear OUR reproach – (Ro 15:1-3; Isa 53:4-6) He died, that we might live!

(Apply)  DO WE HAVE "THE MIND OF CHRIST"? We do, if we are looking out for the interests of others. We do, if we are willing to humble ourselves, even sacrifice ourselves if it be in the best interests of others. Such is "The Mind Of Christ", one of humility and service to others; 

And we need the mind of Christ!

III. Highly Exalted by God (9-11)  

(Explain) Now we see that because of Jesus’ perfect obedience, and total humility for the sake of others, God has exalted him highly.  He is the ultimate example of the Scriptural maxim:  "He that humbles himself shall be exalted"

      2. For God has highly exalted Jesus in two ways:

         a. In the PRESENT - by giving Him "the name which is above  every name" (the name by which men must be saved - Ac 4:12)

         b. In the FUTURE - that at His name "every knee should bow..  that every tongue should confess" He is Lord! - Re 5:11-14

But also in our case there is a reward. We too will participate in that exaltation, though certainly not to the same degree (Ro 8:16-18; 2 Th 1:10-12). 

(Illustrate) I’m reminded here of the kid who lives across the street from me. Corey is 5, and whenever his dad gets out the lawn tools, Corey gets out his toy lawnmower, and the little rake and imitates his dad. He doesn’t really accomplish much, bur he is trying, and he is learning how to do the job, so that when he is mature enough, he can be entrusted with real tools and responsibilities. And he participates in the rewards, too – with the glass of lemonade from mom, and Dad’s saying “good job, Son”.  

(Apply) That holds true for us, as well. When we imitate our Lord Jesus Christ . . . when we try to have His mind and His motives . . . when we, in humility of mind, count others as more important than ourselves . . . there are definite rewards, both now and later. The Bible actually lists at least four benefits that are the direct result of humility.  

· Experiencing God’s Presence in your life  (Isaiah 57:15)

· Experiencing God’s Renewal in your spirit (II Chronicles 7:14)

· Experiencing God’s Grace for your faults and sins ((Proverbs 3:34)

· Experiencing God’s Care for your needs (I Peter 5:6-7) 

Isn't this a wonderful motivator for us to have "The Mind Of Christ"?  We need the mind of Christ! 

Conclusion:  The US Secret service has many responsibilities, but the one for which they are best known is protecting the President of the United States. They are the guys in Black suits, sunglasses and earpieces. The agents in the secret service have a phrase they use to describe what it is they do. Its called “getting large”. What that means is, that when shots are fired, they make themselves the largest possible targets, turning to face the shooter. Some surround the President, and others run directly at the gun. When John Hinckley attempted to assassinate President Reagan, one Secret service man did just that, and took a bullet intended for his president. 

(Application) Secret Service man are trained to overcome their natural instincts to protect themselves, or o look out for their own interests, in order to take care of others. That’s what Jesus Did for us. That’s what Paul is exhorting us to do for each other. We need to “get large” for others. But we can only do that if we have the mind of Christ.

