SESSION ONE

· How did the world come to be?

· How do I fit in the world?

Remember your birthplace? – “How do early experiences affect your life today?”


Beginnings set the foundation for the future.

· Highlight ‘WORLDVIEW’ in overhead cell #1 (definitions & 3 elements)

“The basis for answering these questions can be discovered in the first 12 chapters of Genesis.”

How did the world come to be?

Genesis chapter 1 – Creation Exposition (Chronological)

Verses 1-2
‘Bereshith Elohim bara’ = In the beginning God created



Elohim – plural of ‘El’ (strong one) ie: ‘strong ones’, plural = Trinity



Bara – ‘to give being to something new’



This sentence assumes the being of God and asserts the beginning of things.



Trinity references:
Psalm 90:2






John 1:3






Genesis 1:3



‘Formless and void’ = ‘tohu and bohu’ (Hebrew) = “desolate and empty”



Discussion of Gap Theory

Verses 3ff
Creation record (6 days)



Discussion of Day-age Theory (theistic evolution)



Arguments against:

1. Numerical adjectives refer to 24-hour day (1st day, 2nd day, etc.)

2. ‘Evening & morning’ refers to 24-hour day cycle (Jewish cycle)

3. 4th Commandment – see Exodus 20:8-11

Creation of matter each day (OVERHEAD CELL #2)

1. Light, separated from darkness (light w/out the sun)

2. Expanse separating waters above & below (firmament – Latin; expanse – Hebrew) Sky; atmosphere

3. Separated land and sea; vegetation

SEPARATION: 




Time = Day & Night




Vertical Space = Sky & Below




Horizontal Space = Seas & Land



Filling of the Spaces

4. Heavenly bodies (sun, moon, stars. Etc.)

5. Birds & Fish

6. Land creatures & Man

How do I fit in the world?

Genesis chapter 2 – 2nd Perspective on Creation (Topical)

Verses 4-6
Summary of creation before Man

Verse 7
‘Formed’ – fashioned, molded (OVERHEAD#5)



‘Breath of life’ – the image of God; dichotomous nature of man (body & soul)

Verses 8-14
Garden – dependence (OVERHEAD #5)

Verse 15
1st job (OVERHEAD #5)

Verses 16-17
1st Test (OVERHEAD #5)

Verses 18-20
1st Need – a desire for relationships (OVERHEAD #5)

Verses 21-25
1st Marriage (OVERHEAD #5)


What was God’s original intent? How do we fit in the world?


“That man should relate to Him, to His creation, and to one another

according to His will.”

(OVERHEAD #6  FAITH)

