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B

urrough H
ill and Som

erby 
Inform

ation 
D

istance: 9km
 / 5.3m

iles 
Tim

e:2 hours  
S

uitable For: A
ll 

Terrain: Footpaths and Tracks, S
om

e steep clim
bs 

D
ifficulty: Q

uite E
asy 

O
S

 M
ap: E

xplorer 246 
S

tarting P
oint: B

urrough H
ill car park (767 

115) 
P

arking: A
t S

tart 

Toilets: A
t S

tart 
R

efresh
m

ents: P
ubs in B

urrough on the H
ill and S

om
erby 

The W
alk 

S
tarting from

 the car park at B
urrough H

ill, w
alk along thr track until you reach the Leicestershire R

ound F
ootpath off 

to your right. Turn right along the path. Follow
 this path, w

ith the Leicestershire R
ound w

aym
arks, as it goes over a 

ridge and then continues along the ridge just below
 the top. A

t the end of the ridge, turn right (still on Leicestershire 
R

ound), and head across the undulating countryside to S
om

erby.  

W
hen you reach the road in S

om
erby, turn right. S

hortly after the telephone box, turn left dow
n a drivew

ay to the 
stables. Then fork right along a footpath w

hich traverses the valley to B
urrough on the H

ill.  

W
hen you reach the sm

all country road, turn right tow
ards the village. A

t the junction turn right, then take the path off 
to the left (near the church). A

s the path splits, go right, heading to the left of B
urrough H

ill iron age fort.  

W
here you m

eet a track w
ith the Leicestershire R

ound, turn right. C
ontinue along this perm

issive route until you reach 
B

urrough H
ill. H

ere you can clim
b onto the iron age fort, before continuing along the track back to your car. 

 A
U

TH
O

R
’S
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O

M
M

E
N

TS
 

B
urrough H

ill is one of the m
ost historically im

portant sites in E
ast Leicestershire. W

ith a view
 

stretching for m
iles (O

n a clear day it is said that you can see B
eacon H

ill and B
oston S

tum
p) it 

w
ould have been a very strong defensive position. W

hile you explore the earthw
orks, rem

em
ber 

that they w
ere built centuries before the invention of the m

echanical digger. Thousands of tonnes 
of earth had to be m

oved using sim
ple tools, often little m

ore than hands and sticks. A
top the w

all 
surrounding the site (w

hich has partly eroded) w
ould have been a w

ooden palisade, raising the 
height a further 3 m

etres or so.  

S
adly B

urrough H
ill is som

ething of a tourist attraction, but if you are fortunate in being there on a 
quiet day enjoy a quiet w

alk around the site. 

A
s you w

alk around the valley betw
een B

urrough and S
om

erby notice how
 prom

inent B
urrough 

H
ill is.  

The O
ld B

rew
ery Inn in S

om
erby holds the record for the w

orld's strongest beer - B
az's B

once 
B

low
er (23%

).  
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