Jacob’s Drama
Think the Bible’s boring? The Bible has nothing compared to court TV, reality TV, talk shows? Is that what you think?

If that is what you think, let’s look at the beginning of the Bible; the book of Genesis. Let’s look at………Jacob’s drama.

Who is Jacob?

Jacob is one of the twin sons of Isaac. 

Who’s Isaac?

Isaac is the son of Abraham promised by God to Abraham’s wife Sarah when she was old.

Who’s Abraham?

Abraham is a man called by God to follow God after Adam and Noah.

Okay, now that we have identified Jacob, let’s see the drama of his life. Let’s start in Genesis 27

Jacob was his mother’s favorite son and Esau was his father’s favorite son.

When it was time to receive the blessing (and I don’t mean blessing like bless the food). The blessing was like a promise of good things to follow you in your life.

Jacob’s father wanted to give the blessing to Esau, but was tricked by Jacob’s mother into giving the blessing to Jacob.

Esau found out. Esau told that he would wait until their father died, before Esau would kill Jacob. Jacob took off.

Now we’re in Genesis 29.

Jacob looks for a wife. He finds a nice woman to wed. Jacob has to work for his lady love; Rachel. When Jacob gets married, he finds out that he is not married to his lady love Rachel, he is married to Rachel’s older sister Leah. Now Jacob has to work 7 more years for the woman he loves; Rachel.   

So Jacob has two wives and they’re sisters. Ever heard of sibling rivalry? Fights among family members? Is this beginning to sound like a talk show?
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The sisters choose childbirth as their battleground. Why? Sons were important to the husband at that time. A woman with sons was held in high esteem. Leah bears Jacob 4 sons, while Rachel does not bear Jacob any children.

Let’s look at Genesis 30; 1-3.

Rachel is uncomfortable about not bearing Jacob any children. She decides to take matters into her own hands. She has a hard time waiting on God. You ever have a hard time waiting on God to work out a situation for you?

Rachel gives her maid to her husband to have children. Jacob doesn’t say “no” to the maid. Jacob had a choice. Was Jacob looking out for himself? Did Jacob forget to ask what God would want in this situation?
Rachel’s maid bore Jacob 2 sons. Could Jacob have stopped after he had one son? Rachel and Jacob had choices. Did they choose what God would have them to do? 

There’s more to the story. Leah is not sitting by as the situation continues feeling comfortable. Now that we can add maids to Jacob’s situation, Leah decides to do the same. Leah gives Jacob her maid to have children. Jacob does not turn down this maid. Leah’s maid has 2 sons. But that is not enough for Leah. Leah goes to her husband Jacob and bears Jacob 2 more sons and a daughter. 

Rachel goes to Jacob and finally bears him a son.

Can you imagine how the sisters are interacting with each other, their children, and their maids’ children? I am sure that it is a sight to behold.

Jacob is ready to leave his father- in-law Laban. Before Jacob leaves, Jacob and Laban separate the cattle. Jacob’s cattle have become stronger and Laban’s cattle have become weaker. Laban tries to take all the strong cattle, but God continues to give Jacob the strong cattle.
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Stealing is not only present with Laban, it is also present with Jacob’s wife Rachel. Rachel steals from her father Laban before Jacob and the family leave. Laban comes after Jacob looking for his stolen item, but can not find it since Rachel sits on it to keep it hidden. Sounds like another way to start an argument.
Jacob and his family will meet Jacob’s brother Esau, who has promised to kill Jacob. On the way to meet Esau, Jacob wrestles with an angel at night. Talk about dreams to keep you awake. The angel blessed him and left him with a limp.
Jacob continued onward to the land where his brother Esau lived. This is described in Genesis 33:10-11. Instead of Esau expressing a desire to kill Jacob, Esau expressed love and forgiveness for Jacob.

Didn’t I say Jacob’s drama? His life could easily be a talk show series, a reality series, or a movie. Only God working in Jacob’s life allowed the situation with Jacob and Esau be complete. Only God working through people can love and forgiveness be expressed when it was not expected.

God dealt graciously with Jacob.

Did that mean that Jacob had no troubles? I don’t think that happened.

Did that mean that God didn’t allow Jacob to make mistakes? No.
No matter what you’ve done, what you have gone through, or what’s going on in your life; God is here for you.

Open your heart to God. Allow Jesus Christ, His Son, to be the leader of your life. Tell Him that you’re tired of the mistakes that you have made and that you know Jesus died for your mistakes.

If you did this today for the first time, or for the first time in a long time, let us know. We want to share some resources with you.

Oh yes, there’s more to Jacob’s drama. Come back for part 2.

