Winterizing

Message given by God to Rev. Revita De Chalus of Lord of Hope Ministries
Fall or autumn is the season of changes.

For farmers and people in northern climates, it is time to prepare for winter.

It is time to prepare for harder times.

As winter is a part of life, hard times are a part of life.

What? You thought only certain people have hard times? All will have hard times.

Hard times started in the beginning, in Genesis.

And unto Adam He (God) said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life;      Genesis 3:17

God is stating that people will not always be happy, because Adam chose not to follow God. Ah ha! Maybe this is the reason some people are not happy now, because they chose not to follow God. Some people are not happy because other people chose not to follow God, and these are the consequences of their actions.

Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field;                                                        Genesis 3:18

This is the first sign of items that cause pain. Sometimes it takes pain to remind people of their need to have God in their lives. Some times God allows pain for this reason.

In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.                                                              Genesis 3:19

This is a sign of the need to work hard and there will be hard times. Do some of you need to hear this to remember that as a person, you are no better than any other person?  We are people under God.

God knew that we would have hard times. He is there to help us through the hard times if we are willing to listen to Him.

Let’s go to another part of Genesis to see God in action.

There is the story of Noah and the ark. God decided to bring a flood of waters upon the earth to destroy people because of their wicked behavior.

And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is filled with violence through them; and behold, I will destroy them with the earth.                                                   Genesis 6:13
Be glad, be very glad that God has not decided to destroy the many wicked places on the earth today. Some of you would not be here. If God had decided some years ago to destroy the earth because of wickedness, I would not have had the chance to have a relationship with Jesus Christ. For God’s grace and mercy, I am truly thankful.

God had a plan to save people who found grace in His eyes.

But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.          Genesis 6:8

These are the generations of Noah: Noah was a just man and perfect in his generations, and Noah walked with God.            Genesis 6:9

Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord and Noah walked with God. Noah was not a stranger to God. Noah talked to the Lord and followed God’s will.

Are you a stranger to God? Are you spending time in your relationship to Jesus Christ through prayer and Bible reading? 

But with thee (Noah) will I establish my covenant; and thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy sons’ wives with thee.                                                                              Genesis 6:18

A covenant is a bond that shows a relationship, the same as a wedding ring is to show the bond between a husband and a wife.

God instructed Noah how to build an ark to carry Noah, his family, and a select group of animals to dry land. God’s grace and instruction brought Noah, his family, and the animals through the storms to dry land.

God will do the same for us if we are willing to listen to God through the teachings that He provides through His ministers, reading the Bible, and prayer. If the teachings and the Bible disagree, then it is not from God.

Hard times (winter) can make you stronger.

Noah allowed God to prepare him for the hard times. To prepare for the hard times is to be open to God and to follow Him through all you do in your life.

Just as one would store food for the rough times of winter, one should store spiritual food for the rough times of life. Cover yourself with the support of God.

Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.   

                                                                               Philippians 4:6

When times are hard, ask God to help you.

And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.            Philippians 4:7

God wants to be there for you. Just ask Him.

You want to be ready for the hard times that will come into all of our lives.

God has promised that those who have a relationship with Him will have God to help them. 

Do you have a relationship with God through Christ Jesus? Would you like to make today be the day you start your relationship?

You can pray, stating: God , I am a sinner. I had chosen not to follow you, but now I choose to follow you. I believe your Son, Jesus Christ, died on a cross, so that I may have a way to a relationship with you. Please forgive me for not following you. I choose to follow you Lord and to have you as the leader of my life. Thank you for the gift. In Jesus name, Amen.

If you said this prayer for the first time, or the first time in a long time, please let us know. We want to celebrate with you and give you resources to help you in your relationship with Jesus Christ.

May the Lord richly bless you on this journey.

