You Wanna Bet?

Message given by Rev. Revita De Chalus, Lord of Hope Ministries, as inspired by God on October 15, 2004
What do you think of when you think of the desert?

Do you think of Africa, the Middle East, Arizona?

You might think of a place that is barren and hot, with not much else.

Do you think of Las Vegas? Las Vegas is in the middle of a desert.

Do other people think of it as a desert?

Some people believe that Las Vegas isn’t an empty place, or that it has emptiness that is only temporary. It may be considered a place that one can change from emptiness to fullness; from desert to dessert. The place where one can go from rags to riches. The place when one can go from ordinary to extraordinary.

Gambling is a way to make one rich, so they say.

The Lord maketh poor, and maketh rich: He bringeth low, and lifteth up.







1 Samuel 2:7

It seems that God is the one who decides who will be rich.

He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill, to set them among princes, and to make them inherit the throne of glory: for the pillars of the Earth are the Lord’s, and He hath set the world upon them.



1 Samuel 2:8

It seems that God can give to those who follow Him unlimited riches.

Nowadays, the media (newspapers, magazines, and radio) put a lot of emphasis on having a lot of money. You can see others with more money and goods, and you do not have it. Maybe it upsets, frustrates, or angers you.

Maybe it makes you worry about taking care of your needs. Ask God to help you to respond differently.

Be not thou afraid when one is made rich, when the glory of his house is increased;






Psalm 49:16

Don’t be afraid of becoming rich and losing your relationship with God because you became rich.

For when he dieth he shall carry nothing away; his glory shall not descend after him.




Psalm 49:17

For someone who relies on wealth for support, that support is gone when you die. For someone who relies on God to support him; whether they are rich or not, they will continue to be supported by God after death.

Well, what about now? How can one be rich now?

It is important to be rich in God’s eyes. Richness in God lasts now and forever.

For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon Him.     Romans 10:12

What happens if you have riches and wealth? What is required of you?

Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy;



1 Timothy 6:17

Trust in God and not in wealth.

That they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to communicate;



1 Timothy 6:18

Work and help others as led by God.

Laying up in store for themselves a good foundation against the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life.    1 Timothy 6:19

The foundation of faith in God will support you at all times.

If you are going to gamble, why not bet on a sure thing? Believe in Jesus. He knows what is best for you. No one knows the future but God. 

For I know the thoughts I think toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end.  Jeremiah 29:11

Are you ready to go for a sure thing? Are you ready to be rich now and forever?

You can do this by having a relationship with Jesus. You can start this relationship by prayer; by talking. You may say, Dear Lord, I want to be rich in you. I believe in your Son, Jesus, who died on a cross to make a way for me to know you. Forgive me for not following you and the actions that I have done that displease you. I want you to lead me and guide me in my life. Thank you for all you are doing in my life.

If this is the first time you have said this prayer or the first time in a long time, please let us know. We want to celebrate with you and give you resources to help you in a rich relationship with Jesus Christ.

Praise Him from whom all blessings flow.

