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Welcome:
Senior Pastor
Opening prayer:

Video:  Start PowerPoint Christmas Slides
Worship:

Deck the Halls - Track 1 of Christmas Carousel CD
What Child is this? - Track 1 of Christmas Carousel CD

Joy to the World - Track 6 of Christmas Carousel CD

Silent Night - Track 9 of Christmas Carousel CD

AGNUS DEI – Michael W. Smith

Drama:
“The Christmas Story Book” Retold by Marjorie Newman, Illustrated by Robin Lawrie.

  [Book read during the service by Julie, Cory and Revita]
Pastoral Comments:

Thank you very much Julie, Cory and Revita for reading this for us! What a good true story that reflects the early history of what we call Christmas.
I am now going to ask those who are going to serve musically to come up and play a couple of songs for our congregation.
LOHM Band:     
Silent Night

O’come all ye faithful
Offering and Announcements:

Awards: This 2004 recipient is Pastor Revita De Chalus
Message:
We sang a song earlier called Agnus Dei. Do you know what it means?

	Agnus Dei 


	

	

	Agnus Dei  (ăg´n[image: image2.png]
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s dā´ē) [Lat.], the Lamb of God, i.e., Jesus. The lamb of the Passover sacrifice is said to prefigure the crucifixion. Isaiah calls the expected Messiah the Lamb of God, and Jesus is met by John the Baptist with the words, "Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world." In the Mass the Agnus Dei, or Lamb of God, is said or sung while the communion bread is being broken for distribution. It is usually the final movement of choral masses. In Anglican worship it is sung during communion. In iconography a lamb with halo and cross is called an Agnus Dei. 
Agnus Dei . 

This Christmas let this meaning “The Lamb of God” be one of the things that you remember when you leave later.

Think on this: we have a lot of gifts that money was used to purchase. There is a higher more valuable gift we need to hold onto. This gift the world tries to disguise the true meaning. They try to take the Christ out of Christmas. Hold firm when the world tries to shift your thinking off of Jesus Christ. 
Over a 100 years ago a poet name Christina Rossetti summed up the spirit of giving at Christmas as follows:
What can I give Him,

Poor as I am?

If I were a shepherd

I would bring a lamb.

If I were a Wise Man

I would do my part;

Yet what can I give Him?

Give my heart.

It is Christmas time! Celebrate the anniversary of Jesus arrival!



Turn your Bibles to Matthew 1:18-25 and follow along as I read the biblical account of what took place around the time Mary was found pregnant with child of the Holy Ghost.
Matthew

1:18 

Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost. 

1:19 

Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make her a public example, was minded to put her away privily. 

1:20 

But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the LORD appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. 

1:21 

And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins. 

1:22 

Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, 

1:23 

Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us. 

1:24 

Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had bidden him, and took unto him his wife: 

1:25 

And knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he called his name JESUS. 

                                          ___________________________________________________
This year I want to give a history lesson of one attribute of Christmas that connects to the larger meaning.
Let us look at the candy cane and its history. Pass out Candy Canes…
Candy Cane history:
(Read Article from www.Noelnoelnoel.com by Laura Goldstein
Friends, the most important message of the Christmas holiday is Jesus Christ!

Without Jesus there is no Christmas. Celebrate Him! He truly Blessed us…
Watch the following video to see how blessed you are.
Video: blessed.pps

Question: Are you blessed?

Amen
I want to start a tradition of our own. Everyone Find someone you feel comfortable with and hold their hand or hug as we all sing the congregational song.
Congregational: 
Silver Bells [Congregation to hold hands]   Silverb.mid
Closing Prayer

Have a Merry Christmas and a blessed New Year!
Postlude:  O’come all Ye Faithful “Luther Vandross”
Tell it on the Mountain (WCCC Studio band)

Celebration Dinner: 
Play Christmas Carousel CD
Christmas Gift Celebration:
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