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A message using the text from Luke 18:1-8

Greetings: Good morning. How are you all? It is good to be back here with you today. I thank Bill and Fran for asking me to be in the Pulpit and lead worship today.
Opening Prayer: 
Message: Pray and Not Lose Heart
Let us begin this message by following along together as Revita reads Luke 18:1-8 in the English Standard Version (ESV)
The Parable of the Persistent Widow
18 And he told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not lose heart. 2 He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor respected man. 3 And there was a widow in that city who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Give me justice against my adversary.’ 4 For a while he refused, but afterward he said to himself, ‘Though I neither fear God nor respect man, 5 yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will give her justice, so that she will not beat me down by her continual coming.’” 6 And the Lord said, “Hear what the unrighteous judge says. 7 And will not God give justice to his elect, who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long over them? 8 I tell you, he will give justice to them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”
Thanks Revita!

Friends, let’s review what a parable is…

Question: "What is a parable?" 


Answer: A parable is, literally, something “cast alongside” something else. Jesus’ parables were stories that were “cast alongside” a truth in order to illustrate that truth. His parables were teaching aids and can be thought of as extended analogies or inspired comparisons. A common description of a parable is that it is an earthly story with a heavenly meaning.

After telling some of His parables, Jesus said, “Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear” (Mark 4:9, 23). This was a call to listen to the parables, not just as one would listen to an ordinary story but as one who is seeking the truth of God. May God grant us all ears to truly hear!
If you want more details as to what a parable is you can get the full article on “What is a parable by going to GotQuestions.org:

http://www.gotquestions.org/what-is-a-parable.html
Do you mind if I ask you some questions? 
How is your prayer life going these days? Do you only pray when thing go wrong? Do you pray for others or is your focus only on yourself and your family?
Today I want to encourage you to pray more, and more deeply for your needs and the needs of others.

Life can be hard. By a show of hands, how many of you are experiencing something that requires prayer to resolve? This can be good or bad…

Remember the last time I preached I somewhat or indirectly had you memorized a bible verse. Can someone tell me what that scripture verse was? I know it has been some months now since I visited your wonderful church. 

Anyone?

Jeremiah 32:27 ESV

27 “Behold, I am the Lord, the God of all flesh. Is anything too hard for me?

Memorize this for this will be a big help for times when the mountain is to vast to climb.
Let’s read Philippians 4:6-7 (ESV). Can we stand and read it out loud?
6 do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
So, what is the proper way to pray? Philippians 4:6-7 tells us to pray without being anxious, to pray about everything, and to pray with thankful hearts. 

Remember God’s faithfulness to you, your family and friends… 

Matthew 6:9-12 is the model for prayer. 
The Lord’s Prayer should be understood as an example, a pattern, of how to pray. It gives us the “ingredients” that should go into prayer. Here is how it breaks down. “Our Father in heaven” is teaching us whom to address our prayers to—the Father. “Hallowed be your name” is telling us to worship God, and to praise Him for who He is. The phrase “your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven” is a reminder to us that we are to pray for God’s plan in our lives and the world, not our own plan. We are to pray for God’s will to be done, not for our desires. We are encouraged to ask God for the things we need in “give us today our daily bread.” “Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors” reminds us to confess our sins to God and to turn from them, and also to forgive others as God has forgiven us. The conclusion of the Lord’s Prayer, “And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one” is a plea for help in achieving victory over sin and a request for protection from the attacks of the devil.

So, again, the Lord’s Prayer is not a prayer we are to memorize and recite back to God. It is only an example of how we should be praying. Is there anything wrong with memorizing the Lord’s Prayer? Of course not! Is there anything wrong with praying the Lord’s Prayer back to God? Not if your heart is in it and you truly mean the words you say. Remember, in prayer, God is far more interested in our communicating with Him and speaking from our hearts than He is in the specific words we use. Philippians 4:6-7 declares, “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”

God will answer all such prayers with the gift of His peace in our hearts. The proper way to pray is to pour out our hearts to God, being honest and open with God, as He already knows us better than we know ourselves. We are to present our requests to God, keeping in mind that God knows what is best and will not grant a request that is not His will for us. We are to express our love, gratitude, and worship to God in prayer without worrying about having just the right words to say. God is more interested in the content of our hearts than the eloquence of our words.

Read more: http://www.gotquestions.org/how-to-pray.html
Are you doing this? Think on this… And ponder this later as you take on the day.

Sometimes a reminder of answered prayers can be of great benefit.
Please consider these 5 scriptural examples of answered prayers: 
Congregants say:
“Blessed be the name of the Lord…” After each one…
1 Kings 17:22 

Personal Contact
The LORD heard the voice of Elijah, and the life of the child returned to him and he revived.

1 Samuel 30:8 

enquiring of God
Overtaking
David inquired of the LORD, saying, "Shall I pursue this band? Shall I overtake them?" And He said to him, "Pursue, for you will surely overtake them, and you will surely rescue all."

2 Samuel 2:1 

Prayer, And God's Will

 HYPERLINK "http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/topics/Advice,-Receiving-God~s-Advice" Advice, Receiving God's Advice

 HYPERLINK "http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/topics/Prayer,-As-Asking-God" Prayer, As Asking God

 HYPERLINK "http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/topics/enquiring-of-God" enquiring of God
Tribes Of Israel

 HYPERLINK "http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/topics/Asking" Asking

 HYPERLINK "http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/topics/Guidance,-Examples-Of-God~s" Guidance, Examples Of God's
Then it came about afterwards that David inquired of the LORD, saying, "Shall I go up to one of the cities of Judah?" And the LORD said to him, "Go up" So David said, "Where shall I go up?" And He said, "To Hebron."

Genesis 20:17 

diseases
Abraham prayed to God, and God healed Abimelech and his wife and his maids, so that they bore children.

Psalms 34:4 

{Of David, when he changed his behavior before Abimelech, so that he drove him out and went away}.

I sought the LORD, and He answered me, and delivered me from all my fears.
Friends, GOD ALSO INSTRUCTS US THAT THERE ARE CONDITIONS ON HIM ANSWERING OUR PRAYERS. 

1. We must believe that He is Able! 
Note: If you struggle with this ask God to help your un-belief… 
2. Must come in Jesus’ name. 

"And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son." (John 14:13)

3. We cannot expect the Lord to answer prayer if we have unconfessed sin in our lives. 

"If I regard iniquity in my heart, The Lord will not hear" (Psalms 66:18) 

"But your iniquities 

4. We must ask for what is according to His will.

5. Cannot expect God to answer prayer if we are not doing His will. 

This involves more than just keeping the written commandments of the Lord. It involves doing what God wants us to do in our lives. 
"If My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land" (2 Chronicles 7:14)
Remember to Pray and Not Lose Heart. The lady mentioned in Luke 18:1-8 stayed focused and kept bringing her request to this evil king… This serves as a good example to us to never give up asking until you get an answer… Our God is nothing like that King. God cares for you. God loves you! You matter to God! You (Point to various congregants) and tell them “You matter to God! Tell your neighbor: “You matter to God!”
Scripture clearly teaches that prayers are answered. James 5:16 states that “the prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.” Jesus taught His disciples that “if you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you” (John 15:7). First John 3:22 echoes this truth, saying that we “receive from him anything we ask, because we keep his commands and do what pleases him.”
Does God answer prayer? Ask any believer, and you will know the answer. Every changed life of every believer is proof positive that God answers prayer.
Envelope: Friends, late last year Huntley asked us to write our prayer requests and place them in a sealed envelope to be opened around this time of year. Did you bring your envelopes?

You may open them now… Whether you have them, or not, does anyone have a short testimony on answered prayer to share with us?

Remember others… Friends, the person next to you here at church, at work, in the store, in traffic, on the TV or radio News segment etc… may be going through something. Consider them when you pray…
If you are tired, ask others to pray for you. Revita and I will be available after the service to pray with anyone no matter what the issue. Please come up to us and request it…
Now please watch this short video clip.
Video: Get Service 
One of the major problems we face is that we are too much occupied with ourselves to the extent we can't be sensitive to the needs of others. Here is an example of a young man frustrated that no one looks out for him until he is given eyes to see the needs of those around him. 
Do you have eyes to see?
How many of you were moved by this video? Be the one that will step up and come along side someone to encourage them in some way…
Will you do this?
Congregation Participation:

Let’s take 5 minutes praying for one another. Everyone here, please pair up or form a group and ask one another what you could pray for them about…

Start on Screen Count down Timer…
Conclusion:

God knows what you need. He has a perfect will. May His will be done in all of our lives for His will is best.
Be strong and courageous in whatever your situation is for you are not alone. If you are a believer God is with you!

Pray and Not Lose Heart!
Closing Prayer

Doxology
24 To him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you before his glorious presence without fault and with great joy— 25 to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen.
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