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Prelude: 
Go tell it on the Mountain “Studio band Instrumental”

Communion:
Congregational Worship:
Tell it every where I Go “New Jersey Mass Choir”
Scripture readings:  

2 Peter 1:5-9
2Pe:1:5: And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge;

2Pe:1:6: And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness;

2Pe:1:7: And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity.

2Pe:1:8: For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

2Pe:1:9: But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins.

Psalm 107:10-16

Psalms:107:10: Such as sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, being bound in affliction and iron;

Psalms:107:11: Because they rebelled against the words of God, and contemned the counsel of the most High:

Psalms:107:12: Therefore he brought down their heart with labour; they fell down, and there was none to help.

Psalms:107:13: Then they cried unto the LORD in their trouble, and he saved them out of their distresses.

Psalms:107:14: He brought them out of darkness and the shadow of death, and brake their bands in sunder.

Psalms:107:15: Oh that men would praise the LORD for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children of men!

Psalms:107:16: For he hath broken the gates of brass, and cut the bars of iron in sunder.

Psalm 116:16

Psalms:116:16: O LORD, truly I am thy servant; I am thy servant, and the son of thine handmaid: thou hast loosed my bonds.

Drama or Video:

Video [Kristo] 
http://www.thecathedralofprayerandevangelism.org/movies/kristo

Offering and Announcements:

Song: Creed “Rich Mullin”

Message:
Today’s message is called remembering your chains. We live in a very sinful world where people can put other people in situations that they didn’t expect. Some people make sinful choices that shipwreck their lives and the lives of others resulting in them being in bondage, trapped without hope.
But hope is not far away…
Prayer:

Lord, please use this message to turn us into a congregation that understands the position of mankind and the solution. May we be used in our lifetime to add to your family in Jesus name amen.

Message Cont’d…

Do you have regrets? You know the things that you did wrong in the past that you wish you could take back? As you get older you sometimes enter into reflective mode where you think of the past whether good or bad.

Today I want you to think of something that you did that you wish you can change but can not.

I am going to draw a comparison between past issues and a chain. Yes I said a chain!

A chain is interconnecting. It has links. It can be used to secure something or someone in place. A problem can do the same thing. It can keep progress from taking place. It can keep you bond or chained. If you have a lot of problems then the problems can be compared to the many links in a chain.

Meriam Webster online Dictionary defines a Chain as follows:
1 a : a series of usually metal links or rings connected to or fitted into one another and used for various purposes (as support, restraint, transmission of mechanical power, or measurement) b : a series of links used or worn as an ornament or insignia c (1) : a measuring instrument of 100 links used in surveying (2) : a unit of length equal to 66 feet (20 meters)
2 : something that confines, restrains, or secures
3 a : a series of things linked, connected, or associated together <a chain of events> b : a group of enterprises or institutions of the same kind or function usually under a single ownership, management, or control <fast-food chains> c : a number of atoms or chemical groups united like links in a chain

Meriam Webster online Dictionary defines Links in a Chain:

1 : a connecting structure: as a (1) : a single ring or division of a chain (2) : one of the standardized divisions of a surveyor's chain that is 7.92 inches (20.1 centimeters) long and serves as a measure of length b : CUFF LINK c : BOND 3c d : an intermediate rod or piece for transmitting force or motion; especially : a short connecting rod with a hole or pin at each end e : the fusible member of an electrical fuse
2 : something analogous to a link of chain: as a : a segment of sausage in a chain b : a connecting element or factor <found a link between smoking and cancer> c : a unit in a communication system d : an identifier attached to an element (as an index term) in a system in order to indicate or permit connection with other similarly identified elements

To further illustrate my point we are going to pass out some chains.

                                        Pass out Chains to the congregants

When I use to have a dog we had a choker that attached to the chain used to walk him.
Demonstrate with chain

The choker goes around our dog’s neck so that if he pulls to hard the chain tightens making it uncomfortable for the dog. This was to get the dog to stop pulling…
For the most part I had larger dogs and they pulled enduring the discomfort.

Compare these to sin in a person’s life:
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Take a look at the chain and the many links. Notice how interconnecting or joined they are. A multitude of sin can weigh a person down spiritually, emotionally and physically. 
The happenings in ones life can bring individuals to ask why me? Is there something else beyond this life? When this happens the person has entered into what I will call an opportunity zone.

This zone is where the gospel can bring hope.

Stress the importance of the great commission….
Jesus has giving all of us a job to do. Let us read Mathew 28:18-20 at least in three of the different Bible versions present..

M't:28:18: And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.

M't:28:19: Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:

M't:28:20: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.

Look at the side screen for the Picture caption and remember that the person locked up is representing someone trapped by sin… 

Look at the picture think about it meaning. Pass out copies to congregants.
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I want you to listen to the words of the following song. Let it give you a mental image of God’s amazing grace.

Song: “Remember your Chains” Steven Curtis Chapman
Questions: 
What sin or sins are keeping you trapped or in prison?

Do you feel weighed down?

Relief is within your reach.  Remember the words of Jesus: 

 “Come unto Me, all who are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  Take My yoke upon you, and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart; and you shall find rest for your souls.  For My yoke is easy and My burden is light” 
(Matthew 11:28-30).
Talk to God… Rest in his truthful words…

Believers, bring the message of hope to people you encounter that are not in the family of the Lord. God can remove the choker of sin off of them.
The people that you come in contact with might have questions. Do you know how to answer them?

Pray, Pray, Pray…

Pray for wisdom and the ability to speak clearly and with understanding. Trust and know that Christianity is built on truth.

Bottom line: Always remember that there is only one path to God no matter what you hear: 

John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.

John 14:7 If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also: and from henceforth ye know him, and have seen him.

Action Steps:
To help you in your delivery of the salvation prayer I have arrange time during the service for each of us to practice in groups of two individuals leading someone through the salvation prayer. To do this we have some index cards that you will use. They are yours to keep.
Pass out salvation cards
● Have congregation practice leading people to Christ using the cards.
Message Conclusion:
Think of the chains that use to bind you. Now remember that there are so many people that will cross your path in life. Look for and pray for opportunities that the Holy Spirit directs you to deliver the gospel message of hope. Tell people about what it means to be in God’s family. Close the deal by encouraging them to repeat after you the words that are on the salvation cards that we passed out to you.
Do this because our leader asked us to in the great commission.
Matthew 28:19-20 
M't:28:18: And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.

M't:28:19: Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:

M't:28:20: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.

Remember your chains! Let us pray.
Closing Prayer:

Lord. It is our prayer that we remember what was taught today. May we be used to add to your family… Help us to remember that there are so many people chained to sinful desires needing you to break the pattern of sin. Help us to recognize when you are asking us to speak the gospel to them. Use our congregants to make a difference in kingdom building in Jesus name amen.
Postlude:
Shackles (Praise You)
Scripture References:
2 Peter 1:5-9

Psalm 107:10-16

Psalm 116:16
John 14:6, 7

Matthew 11:28-30
Matthew 28:19-20 
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