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Prelude: 
As the deer Pants for water
iWorship Package:
All Hail the Power of Jesus Name
Open the Eyes of my Heart

Above all

We all Bow Down

Drama:

	Drama Description 


	Can We Talk?
	Authors: Mark Demel
Ted Thomas

	 
	

	Becky is a new, inexperienced Christian who decides she wants to pray. As she talks to God, she senses he is talking back, and the ensuing conversation gives us a lighthearted look at the typical foibles and follies common to people unfamiliar with prayer. The monologue ends on a warm note when, after all her blundering attempts at mimicking the formulas and phoniness she's observed, she realizes prayer is meaningful just because it's "spending time with a real good friend."  


http://www.willowcreek.com/willowdrama/product.asp?invtid=PR01851
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Message:

[Place a 2 glasses of water on display]
Hello and welcome to Lord of Hope Ministries International!

The message today is titles “Thirst”. Before we dive in let us pray

Please bow your heads…

Opening prayer:

Our Father in Heaven, It is our pray for all of us to thirst after you in ways that we have not done before. Please create in us the means to bring us into a close relationship with you. Anoint this message with your power, Anoint us with the ability to hear what you want us to hear through this, anoint me with the ability to communicate what you have inspired me to deliver to our flock. Lord we love you. I pray for whatever stage of life that we are in that we will just yearn for you so much more on a daily basis in Jesus Holy name Amen.
Message cont’d:

[Read scripture as opening to message:]

Psalm 63:1-7
Open your bibles to this and leave it there because I am going reference it later.

A Psalm of David when he was in the wilderness of Judah.

63 1O God, thou art my God; earnestly will I seek thee:

My soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee,

In a dry and weary land, where no water is.

2So have I looked upon thee in the sanctuary,

To see thy power and thy glory.

3Because thy lovingkindness is better than life,

My lips shall praise thee.

4So will I bless thee while I live:

I will lift up my hands in thy name.

5My soul shall be satisfied as with marrow and fatness;

And my mouth shall praise thee with joyful lips;

6When I remember thee upon my bed,

And meditate on thee in the night-watches.

7For thou hast been my help,

And in the shadow of thy wings will I rejoice.

Friends the message title is called “Thirst”
What is thirst?

Define Thirst:
Merriam Webster defines thirst as follows:
1 a : a sensation of dryness in the mouth and throat associated with a desire for liquids; also : the bodily condition (as of dehydration) that induces this sensation b : a desire or need to drink
2 : an ardent desire : CRAVING, LONGING
In front of me I have glasses of water. When you get thirsty you crave this stuff. For some reason your body was created with mostly water. You have to satiate that thirst by drinking the water to restore that. So you can feel better and not dehydrated. It is a craving. It is a longing. I am going to have a drink. 

[Drink half of the water in front of congregants]

Do you want to help yourself reverend to the other one? Drink the other glass with me. As we toast together…. Doesn’t the water feel good in your mouth after all of the worshipping that we doing? It really refreshed the mouth. I want to tell you that there was a time in history when some people were not prepared. Take a look at the picture I passed out earlier.
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For those listening via CD it is a picture of Death Valley.
Example:

Death Valley temperatures can reach 134 degrees Fahrenheit. It was appropriately named by miners on their way to the California gold rush in 1849. Those not properly prepared with water died.

I don’t know about you but as for me I will never want to go or live here! Hello!!

Just to bring you up to date on this when the people found out that people were finding gold in California, all over the United States people were gathering up and picking and going out there so that they can become rich. The great “let’s get rich quick” thing.
So the people in New York and the east coast would gather up on a boat to travel to California. Now back in those days the boat would take the long route. It does not make sense to me but they would go all the way around South America and around and up to California. Most likely they traveled this path for safety reasons. They would get there in about 3 months. 

In the Midwest people would gather up and walk. So they would get there about the same time as those traveling by boat. Note: Some one the East coast did take a more risky path through I think the panama area…

Today we have cars, airplanes, trains and all kinds of choices that they did not have.

But they desired the good life. A lot of them rushed out there and found out that there was no more gold because people got there before them. Those who went there in a rush were not prepared and so their bodies were deeply craving water. 
Can you imagine the discomfort and thirst a person feels due to the dehydrative effects on the body?

Now this message is not primarily on Death Valley but I wanted to bring to your attention that there were people who were very thirty to the point of death.

Friends there is another type of thirst that I want you to focus on. The thirst that the bible speaks of in the opening scripture Psalm 63:1. I read this earlier. Let us read it and reflect on its meaning for us.

63 1O God, thou art my God; earnestly will I seek thee:

 My soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee,

      In a dry and weary land, where no water is.

Here we find that David is expressing a thirst that we should all be pursuing in our relationship with God. David was going through a storm in his life and he was thirsting after God. Notice that he calls God, claims Him and tells the Lord his desire to be connected to the Lord. David goes to the point of saying that his soul thirsts for the Lord and his flesh longs for God in a season of life that was difficult for him.
Questions:

Whether you are in a difficult time period in your life, a difficult season, or you are in a season of great reaping of joy and blessings; how is your heart when it comes to seeking and thirsting after your heavenly Father?

Are you thirsting after God no matter what season you are in?
How are you doing with this?
Is God an intricate or important part of your 24 hour day? If not, what is getting in the way? Are you too Busy? Is it the TV, Radio, Sports, video games, shopping, Excessive internet usage, excessive hanging out or talking with friends, laziness, is it business, working on chores, is it too much exercising? The list can go on and on and on…

You need to determine what is causing you to not be in a close relationship with a God who wants to be in your life.

Again I want to ask you:

What’s hindering you?

Audience Participation:
I want you to take your LOHM service programs and go to the note section.
Write down on your LOHM Service program in the note section what is it that is keeping you from having a closer relationship with God. I do want to say that in an audience that is listening to this we can have believers who have been in Christ for so many years who feel like they are really walking with him and is doing okay with this. We can have believers that think that they are okay but their relationship could use some tweaking and we can have people who are just getting started. I am talking to the global group. No matter how you feel about your relationship with God, because we are sinful fallen people, there has to be from time to time something that is going to get in the way. Because of our sinful nature we tend to gravitate sometimes towards things that we should not. I just want to challenge you to just look at this and say that I think that my relationship good, this is for me or you, but, can it be better?
Ask yourself, can it be?

Is there something else that can be changed or tweaked in your life that can make it better? Think of how you can move even closer to God.
For those of you who say what is all of this? This is weird, a relationship with God?
I want to say yes you can have a relationship with the God who made you.
You were created to be in relationship with Him. Why not began now! You start by talking to Him. Just like in human life you walk up to someone. I am going to walk up to my wife: Hello. How are you? [She responds]. Notice that I stretched out my hand and shook her hand as we asked each other how we are. That begins the conversation. What you do after that builds a relationship. For example: Hi [She responds Hi]. What’s your name? [She answers]. I say I am Roscoe. [She says nice to me you Roscoe] What brings you around here? [She responds: oh I like the services] I glad. I hope that you come back.

In Fact, if you are not doing anything, would you like to go to dinner sometime? We can talk about this further. [She says: Okay] 
Okay. That was an example of a smooth talker. It is also an example of someone establishing a relationship. He was trying to get the connection. You can do the same thing with God. For those of you that do not have a relationship with God and this is the first time hearing this, just say the following: “God are you out there? I don’t know if you are listening or not but I have a lot of things to tell you”. Just start having that conversation. Get it started, okay…
Take some time and write down on a piece of paper what you think might be getting in the way.

I want you to use this as a reminder to focus on this issue, pray for strength to change it and take action. Don’t just sit there waiting for something to happen. Take action!

Let’s take some time so you can write down this, do individual prayers regarding this and then we will continue on.

I know some of you are not quite finished. Please continue this when you get on your own.
Regarding this method there will be another message regarding quiet time. 

What I am talking about is you need to meet with God in your house. Pull up a chair and an empty chair next to you, it might sound silly, but its not. Pull up a chair and invite God into your house and just close your eyes and talk to Him. Okay?
Please open your bibles to John 7:37-39
John 7:37-39

On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice. "If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. Whosoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him." By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified

This was before the crucifixion. After that for the believer the Lord sent the Holy Spirit after he returned to heaven as our helper and counselor. The Holy Spirit will help counsel the believer with issues when you pray to the Lord. This is an advantage that the believer has over the non-believer. That is the relationship…
Trials will come into all of our lives. Can I get an Amen! At some point you are going to be wondering why. Is your relationship with God a good one where you trust the Lord no matter how the problems might conclude? Ask yourself that. 

Regardless of what happens if the answer to your prayer does not come in the way that you ask do you still trust God? 

The bible gives many examples on how trustworthy the Lord is. Spend time reading your bible daily to learn more about God. Your eyes will become open and change will occur in your life.
Take a look at yourself and ask the following:

Am I living right? Am I honoring the Lord?

If you are not your prayers are being hindered by your actions or simply put, not being answered by God in the manner you are expecting… I say this because you might be asking God to do something and He might be saying No!” or NO!!!!! 

If you are not living right God can turn His back on you. This is because you have become out of fellowship with Him. This is up to God how he handles your situation.

He knows your heart. I am just giving examples. You want proof of whether God would do this? Read your bible.

In the following scripture it tells you the heart of the Lord when it comes to prayer and living a God honoring life.

Let us read 2 Chronicles 7:14
If My people, who are called by My name, shall humble themselves and pray, and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from Heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land. - 2 Chronicles 7:14

What does it say? If my people… Are you considered one of God’s people?

It says if my people who are called by my name shall humble themselves and pray…
Are you praying? Are you praying? Are you praying?

Are you seeking His Face? I am going to add are you thirsting after Him?

Are you turning from your wicked ways? Do you know what it says? Then I will hear from Heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.
Do you believe this?
This is straight out of scripture. If you want a formula, there is a formula right there.

So you want to be one of His people. Those of you who are not and are listening to this via CD please contact us. Those of you who are present who are not yet in God’s family please stay after the service and we will take you through the steps necessary to get you to be part of God’s family. 
If My people, who are called by My name, shall humble themselves and pray, and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from Heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land
Again I ask you: Are you considered one of God’s people?
Do you trust God even if your prayers are not answered the way you requested?

You maybe left with thoughts of why Lord? Why?
Nevertheless you should trust the Lord. Lean not on your own understanding. Trust the Lord. He knows the big picture!

Thirst after His presence for in time you will see that God’s ways are always the best!!

Amen?

Are you starting to feel a little thirsty?

I do, I feel thirsty in the flesh and because I want more of our great God.

I want more of Him and less of me.

Suggestion:
You know in my research for this message I came across a website that has a document that was setup to help you in experiencing a personalized revival. 
I found it at the following Internet site:
http://www.billbright.com/7steps/revival.html

They have an article that can help you in processing your own person revival… I have modified this list to update it and to allow for more people to participate. For your convenience I have made it available for you.

Pick up a copy as you leave the service today.

If you are feeling distant from God take the steps listed and there is no way that you will remain distant from God.

Conclusion:
There used to be a popular commercial for a soda advertisement on TV. Do you remember the company? Think on this for a moment. Sprite! Do you remember Sprite’s slogan? “Obey your thirst”

To help you here is a copy of a creative picture made by heartlight.org

[image: image6.jpg]OBEY YOUR THIRST

4

IF ANYONE
IS THIRSTY,

LET HIM COME TO ME
AND DRINK.

doun 7:37

TLOOR, Pt A SRS s T rad




May it remind you when you read the verse printed on it which is John 7:37 “if anyone is thirsty let him come to me”… Let us do this in regards to our connection with the Lord!
Obey your thirst for God!

Let stand for closing prayer.

Closing Prayer

Lord Almighty. I have given the message to the people. Thank you for allowing me to do this. It brings me great joy to speak and try to motivate people to get closer to you. In my preparing and delivering this message you have helped my yearning for you. Touch each and everyone who will read or hear this message. Please motivate change in all. May all people yearn to be close to you… May we all thirst for you as David did… You are worthy Lord. Help us in moving the issues that distance us from you out of our life. 
Empower this change Lord. Lord your people care about you. They just want to know how to get closer to you. We have developed habits Lord. These habits people do without thinking. It is my prayer that all of us will thirst after you without thinking and for this to become the habit. Touch everyone who will hear this. Motivate change in them so that they will thirst after you and obey that thirst in Jesus Mighty name Amen.
Make it a great day!

Postlude:
“Dive” Steven Curtis Chapmen
Scripture References:
Psalm 63:1-7

Psalm 63:1

John 7:37-39

2 Chronicles 7:14
Website references:
http://www.m-w.com/

http://www.billbright.com/7steps/revival.html
http://ww.heartlight.org
How to Experience and Maintain Personal Revival 

1. Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal any unconfessed sin in your life. 

2. Seek forgiveness from all whom you have offended, and forgive all who have hurt you. Make restitution where God leads. 

3. Examine your motives in every word and deed. Ask the Lord to search and cleanse your heart daily. 

4. Ask the Holy Spirit to guard your walk against complacency and mediocrity. 

5. Praise and give thanks to God continually in all ways on all days, regardless of your circumstances. 

6. Refuse to obey your carnal (worldly) nature (Galatians 5:16,17). 

7. Surrender your life to Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord. Develop utter dependence on Him with total submission and humility. 

8. Study the attributes of God. 

9. Hunger and thirst after righteousness (Matthew 5:6). 

10. Love God with all of your heart, soul, and mind (Matthew 22:37). 

11. Appropriate the continual fullness and control of the Holy Spirit by faith on the basis of God's command (Ephesians 5:18) and promise (1 John 5:14,15). 

12. Read, study, meditate on, and memorize God's holy, inspired, inerrant Word daily (Colossians 3:16). 

13. Pray without ceasing (1 Thessalonians 5:17). 

14. If you are able Fast and pray one 24-hour period each week. Prayerfully consider becoming one of the two million Christians who will fast for forty days before the end of the year. Note: This fast is not limited to food..

15. Seek to share Christ daily as a way of life. 

16. Determine to live a holy, godly life of obedience and faith. 

17. Start or join a home or church Bible study group that emphasizes a holy life. 

