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Prelude:  “What a Friend we have in Jesus” Instrumental

Opening Prayer:
Heavenly Father may you always be first in all of our lives. Help us so we will know without a doubt that you are our friend in Jesus name amen.

Message:
What is a friend? 
It is probably safe to say many of us have had a friend in our life time.
What is a friend? A friend is someone you can count on, depend on, trust, love, care for etc…

Webster’s Dictionary defines friend as follows:

1 a : one attached to another by affection or esteem b : ACQUAINTANCE
2 a : one that is not hostile b : one that is of the same nation, party, or group
3 : one that favors or promotes something (as a charity)
4 : a favored companion
Question:

Can God be a friend, more specifically your friend?

The bible records many example of God being a friend. Let’s read a few examples.

Biblical examples of God being a friend:
Exodus 33:11 [a]
And the LORD spake unto Moses face to face, as a man speaketh unto his friend.  

James 2:23

And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God.
Commentary: Even at the time of Jesus arrest he used the word friend.
Look at Matthews 26:50 And Jesus said unto him, Friend, wherefore art thou come? Then came they, and laid hands on Jesus, and took him.
God was also known as a friend. Open your bibles and let’s read 2 Chronicles 20:7 together:
2 Chronicles 20:7
Art not thou our God, who didst drive out the inhabitants of this land before thy people Israel, and gavest it to the seed of Abraham thy friend for ever?

James 4:4

Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.

Friends, I have some questions to ask you and some solutions to suggest. Before I ask you I want you to think of the issues that you are experiencing these days. Take some time to think on these things and then I want you to open yourself up for the Holy Spirit to speak to your circumstances.
Read these lyrics:
"What a friend we have in Jesus"

What a Friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and grief’s to bear!
What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer!
O what peace we often forfeit, O what needless pain we bear,
All because we do not carry everything to God in prayer.

Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere?
We should never be discouraged; take it to the Lord in prayer.
Can we find a friend so faithful who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our every weakness; take it to the Lord in prayer.

Are we weak and heavy laden, cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Savior, still our refuge, take it to the Lord in prayer.
Do your friends despise, forsake you? Take it to the Lord in prayer!
In His arms Hell take and shield you; you will find a solace there.

Blessed Savior, Thou hast promised Thou wilt all our burdens bear
May we ever, Lord, be bringing all to Thee in earnest prayer.
Soon in glory bright unclouded there will be no need for prayer
Rapture, praise and endless worship will be our sweet portion there.

Pastoral comments:

Friend, The Lord cares for you. God wants the best for His children. His hand is out stretch and asking you to take a hold of and cast your burdens on Him. The Lord can help you no matter how bad you have been. Go to the Lord just as you are.
Look at the following examples of His love:
John 15:13 Greater love hath no man than this that a man lay down his life for his friends.

John 3:16

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
Have you ask Jesus to be Lord of your life and the forgiver of your sins? Come to us at the conclusion of this service so we can pray with you. God wants you in His family!
God further demonstrated His love by creating a new heaven and earth for His children and new future.
Revelation: 

Rev:21:1: And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea.

Rev:21:2: And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.

Rev:21:3: And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God.

Rev:21:4: And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.

Rev:21:5: And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful.

Rev:21:6: And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely.

Rev:21:7: He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son.

Congregational: 
What a friend we have in Jesus

Conclusion:
In conclusion I want to remind you not to miss out on this very important friendship that is available to everyone who seeks the Lord. This friendship will last throughout eternity.

Will you choose to be friends with the Lord our God?

Closing Prayer:

Lord, many of us have chosen you as our friend yearning for a deeper relationship with you. Help all of us right where we are in life to grow in the relational experience you offer. May you be our best friend in all sense of the word in Jesus name amen.
Postlude:

“What a friend we have” Paul Langford

