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The TRUTH about County revenues and expenses


The fund balance, a form of County reserve, has plummeted as the County’s spending outstrips its ability to raise taxes even higher. According to the County Citizens Annual Financial Report, and contrary to the Florida Today assertions that “Revenue has not kept pace with growth”, the County’s Tax revenue has grown 8.7% per year for five years, more than DOUBLE the combined rate of inflation (2.1%) and population growth (1.8%). Unfortunately it is spending growth, at 9.2% that has raced ahead even faster leaving the current fiscal deficit. Road building, promised in the Sales Tax pitch, has not happened in three years because the current County Manager has taken the road building funds each year and used them to clean the ditches.
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Here They Go Again!!!


County government reaching deeper in our pockets!


Despite three consecutive years of property tax increases in violation of the County Charter (more than double the 3% statutory limit) and two successful property tax referendums for Fire Safety and Parks, the county has squandered windfall revenues and is back to again ask the taxpayer for another bailout.


On November 4th the County is asking you to approve a 1 Billion Dollar Tax Increase to allegedly fund “infrastructure” projects for the County, schools and municipalities through an additional 1 cent on the sales tax, an increase of 17% for you.


Sales Tax Cheerleaders at Florida Today through the editorial board and slanted “news” articles continue to deliberately misinform the voters (“County government has delayed tax hikes through sound fiscal practice”; “County government has long resisted tax hikes” ; “1-cent tax could help overcrowding”, etc.) The truth is rapidly accelerating revenue, has been exceeded by even more rapidly accelerating expenditures. Impact Fees, User Fees and Property Taxes have all gone up, up, up!


Smoke & Mirrors AND Fuzzy Math!


Brevard County has published a wish list of approximately $450 million in promised projects if the proposed twenty year, one cent sales tax is passed. While it is illegal in real estate to sell the same property twice, evidently there is no political problem with promising two groups the same tax dollars.


The SALES TAX will support about a $190 million dollar bond plus another $5 million per year after paying the debt service, a total available of about $300 million (bond interest is $80 million) over the life of the


What is really happening


The County has in effect promised “everything for everybody” to hoodwink the voters to pass this tax. They have scheduled the referendum for an off-year election, counting on low voter turn-out to slip this by the taxpayers. They are sending out their messengers to promote this scam at your expense! And, their followers are raising money from those who would benefit from County contracts in order to further sell you, your children and future Brevard residents down the “overburdened taxpayer river”.

















To select the first text box, move the pointer over the border of the text box until the pointer becomes a four-headed arrow and then click the border. Click the right mouse button, click Create Text Box Link and then click in the text box where you want the text to flow. Repeat these steps to create links to additional text boxes.


In the first text box, type text that you want. As the text box fills, the text will flow into the other text boxes that you’ve linked. To let the reader know that an article will continue on another page, insert a small text box under the text box, choose the Jump To style, and then type the words “Continued on Page.” Click Cross-reference on the Insert menu. Choose Heading from the Reference type drop-down list, and Page Number from the Insert Reference To. Select the name of the follow-up heading from the For Which Heading list box and then click Insert.


Formatting Text Boxes


You can change the look of linked text boxes by using color, shading, borders, and other formatting. Select the text box you want to format and then double click its border to open the Format Text Box dialog box. If you want to change the color or borders on a text box, choose the Colors and Lines tab. To change the size, scale, or rotation, click the Size tab. To change the position of the text box on the page, click the Position 


What you can do to help


We will be holding 2 “Rallies Against the Tax” (RAT) on October 4th at Wickham Park and October 19th at Kiwanis Park to inform the people of the truth. Come and join us there! We need volunteers to pass out information, put yard signs up, join demonstrations, speak to neighbors, get out the vote, etc. AND we need financial help to defeat this tax!  Unfortunately, sometimes you have to spend money to save money. Please call 268-2071 (north County) or 254-7061 (south County) to volunteer.

















You can use linked text boxes to flow text in parallel  “columns” from page to page. This method gives different results than using the Column command on the Format menu, which causes text in column 1 to flow or “snake” to column 2 on the same page. By using linked text boxes, you can instead have text from column 1 flow to column 1 on the next page. The text beside it in column 2 can flow to column 2 on the next page, parallel to column 1. This technique is useful if you need to group two similar articles, for instance, an article translated in English on the left and the same article translated in French on the right. 


To flow text in parallel, display paragraph marks in your document. Click at the top of the page where you want the side-by-side columns to start, and press Enter twice. Click in the first paragraph mark on the page. On the Insert menu, click Text Box and drag on the page where you want the first column. Click Text Box again and then click and drag where you want the second column. Click in the last paragraph mark on the page, and press Ctrl + Enter to create a page break.


Repeat the process for each page that will contain side-by-side columns in your document and then return to the first text box you created. Click the text box on the left once to select it. Click your right mouse button and then click Create Text Box Link. The pointer becomes a pitcher. Click the text box on the left side of the second page to create a link. Create links for all text boxes within the same article on the left side of the document. Repeat the process for every text box in the right chain or article.


Pressing Enter twice at the top of each page will create an extra empty paragraph. This blank paragraph is useful if you want to insert text or graphics outside of the text boxes. You can delete the extra blank paragraph if you don't need it.


Copying linked text boxes


You can copy an article or a chain of text boxes that are linked together, to another document or to another location in the same document. To copy linked text boxes and the text they contain, you must copy all the linked text boxes in an article. Select the first text box in an article. Hold down Shift, and click each additional text boxes you want to copy. On the Edit menu, click Copy. Click where you want to copy the text boxes and then click Paste.


To copy some of the text from  an article, select the text you want to copy from the article and then copy it. Do not select the text box. You can paste text you’ve copied directly into your document, into another location within the same article, or into another article.(





of the tax, and a shortfall of $150 million on the list. 


Future Commissioners and County Managers will have to explain to angry Sales Tax Proponents that the money is gone. These Commissioners and County Managers not only have to tell many of these various advocacy groups that they have been had (there is no money), but then face the distasteful duty of substantially raising property taxes to pay for the upkeep of all the projects created in the initial flurry. While the current County Manager threatens taxpayers to “Vote Yes” or face further property tax increases, the reality is we have had three consecutive years of record property tax increases and property taxes will again have to be raised to pay for the millions of dollars of projects on the “Wish List”.


Some items on the “Wish List”


Included in the list is $23 million for west Micco Road, a section of road with about 500 cars per day. That’s less than a 200 home subdivision! $2.4 million is scheduled for Commissioner Carlson’s husband’s Museum in Cocoa, which brings greater meaning to the phrase “bringing home the bacon”, $31 million for foot and bicycle trails, and $9 million for Botanical Gardens. $50 million and more will be spent on land acquisitions by the same personnel who oversaw the $7.25 million purchase of a $1.2 million parcel for the Sarno Landfill. And, as a “double whammy”,  those acquired properties would come off the tax rolls, leaving an even greater burden for future taxpayers!


Fiscal Responsibility?


The squandering of recent windfall tax revenues demonstrates that more, higher tax revenues simply promotes greater fiscal irresponsibility. The message to the County needs to be “PRIORITIES AND FISCAL ORDER FIRST-NOT LAST”


�





See Page 4 to learn how to edit or replace this picture.


The styles available in this template allow you to change the look of your headlines and other text. The following is a list of some common styles and their uses.


Body Text - Use this style for the regular text of an article.


Byline - Use this style for the name of the author of an article.


Byline Company - Use this style to type the author’s company.


Sidebar Head - Use this style to type a second-level heading in a sidebar article.


Sidebar Subhead - Use this style to type a third-level heading in a sidebar article.


Sidebar Text - Use this style to type the text in a sidebar article.


Sidebar Title - Use this style to type first-level headings in a sidebar article.


Footer - Use this style to type the repeating text at the very bottom of each page.


Heading1 - Use this style to create headlines for each article.


Heading2 - Use this style to create section headings in an article.


Jump To and Jump From - Use these styles to indicate that an article continues on another page.


Mailing Address - Use this style in a mailing label to type the destination address.


Postage - Use this style in a mailing label to type postage information.


Return Address - Use this style in a mailing label to type your address.


Picture Caption - Use this style to type a description of a picture or illustration.


Subtitle - Use this style to type sub-headings in an article.


Use PullQuote to excerpt text from the main text of a story to draw a reader’s attention to the page. See page 4 for an example.
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STOP THE TAX! VOTE “NO” ON THE UNNECESSARY ONE CENT SALES TAX – NOVEMBER 4TH
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