A POEM OF REMEMBRANCE

2 Timothy 2:11-13

I. Conversion (11b)

A. Future Remedy

1. Romans 6:8 (NIV), “Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him.”

2. Our future with Jesus is secure

3. 1 Thessalonians 4:13-17

4. Corruption to incorruption (1 Corinthians 15)

5. Mortality to immortality (1 Corinthians 15)

B. Present Realization

1. John 5:24 (NIV), “I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.”  WE POSSESS ETERNAL LIFE NOW

2. Eternal life changes the way we live now. It is a new life.

3. Romans 6:4 (NIV), “We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.”
4. 2 Corinthians 5:17 (NIV), “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!”
II. Perseverance (12a)

A. Enduring

1. ‘To bear up courageously, as under suffering’

2. No basis in the text for ‘enduring to the end’ or ‘holding out’ with relation to salvation

3. Instead, if there is a continuing experience of bravely bearing up under the hardships and afflictions heaped upon the believer because of his relation to Christ.

a. Faithfulness to Christ’s church

b. Faithfulness to His Word

c. Faithfulness to His service

B. Reigning

1. Co-regency speaks of privileged intimacy

2. Luke 19:17 (NIV), “Well done, my good servant!' his master replied. `Because you have been trustworthy in a very small matter, take charge of ten cities.”

3. Speaks of participation in the reign of the Messiah described in Revelation 20:1-6.

III. Apostasy (12b)

A. Context of Denial

1. Matthew 10:32-33 (NIV), “Whoever acknowledges me before men, I will also acknowledge him before my Father in heaven. But whoever disowns me before men, I will disown him before my Father in heaven.”

2. Here, this denial is apostasy

a. Christ denies those who do it

b. Close similarity with Jesus’ own saying

c. The fourth stanza refers to temporary unfaithfulness

B. Consequences of Denial

1. Complete denial by Christ

2. Matthew 7:23 (HCSB), “Depart from me you lawbreakers, I never knew you!”

3. Revelation 20:15 (HCSB), “And anyone not found written in the book of life was thrown into the lake of fire.”

4. See Peter’s reference to Judas (Acts 1:15-20)

IV. Faithlessness (13)

A. Our Failure

1. ‘Faithless’, or unbelieving, untrusting; as evidenced with our obedience or lack thereof

2. Example: Peter’s denial 3 times of Jesus

B. God’s Faithfulness

1. He seeks to strengthen our wavering faith

2. See John 21:15-17 (Jesus’ offer of restoration to Peter)

