
A Pogo’s Perspective

G reg Smith served as our Orderly Room 

Corporal in Viet Nam 1970/71. He has 

written a book of his experiences and how it 

affected him. 

He enlightens the reader how all who served, 

including Pogos, were affected simply in varying 

degrees. He speaks of the additional burden of 

guilt that Pogos experienced by not being able to 

physically support their mates.

He walks the leader through his call-up, training 

and discipline. He then details his role and 

experiences as a Pogo, which may be an eye-

opener for some.

For 35 years he worried about acceptance by 

his mates because of his different role. This was 

all swept away in a heartbeat at the Melbourne 

reunion.

He now wears the Pogo tag with pride. 

He writes of his lack of support and 

understanding on his return to a hostile 

Australia.

You will share his highs and lows. You will laugh 

and rekindle the good and not so good times. 

With absolute honesty, he details his emotional 

decline and the subsequent recognition/diagnosis 

of Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD).

Finally he shares the 

treatment that has benefi tted 

him and that what is available 

to all veterans.

This is a book for all Viet 

Name veterans, their partners 

and families. In fact all will 

benefi t from its message and 

provide better understanding.

Smithy wrote this book with 

therapeutic intentions, but 

now that it has gone to press, 

he has offered to donate 

a substantial proportion of the profi t to our 

association for the benefi t of members.

Those members wishing to order a book should 

complete and post the form below with payment 

to:

Dallas Burrage, 3rd Cavalry Regiment

(Vietnam) Association.

63 Sawtell Road.

Toormina NSW 2452

Book Review

(A non-combatant soldier’s Viet Nam experience: its affect and aftermath)

By Greg Smith

I require ………… books @ $29.95 each plus $5.05 PPH (Total $35) Cheque enclosed for $……

Please post book to: (Name) …………………………………………………………………

Address: …………………………………………………………………

 …………………………………………………………………

Post Code: ………………

Cheques to be made payable to the 3rd Cavalry Regt (Vietnam) Assn.
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