Wing-Nuts & Para-Noids

Recently I had the distinct pleasure of being witness to a few botched launches and landings.  Gladly I can say that at no time was anyone injured, well maybe their pride suffered a bit, but no cuts, scratches, or broken limbs or equipment.  The reason I want to bring these instances to your attention is not to poke fun at anyone, heck I’ve had my share of botched landings, but rather to make you all aware of the sometimes stupid things we do while flying.

As we all know conditions play an important part in our flying.  Too bad not many know how to read them and are able to decide what conditions are best for their skill level and their equipment.  Take this paraglider pilot I saw making attempt after attempt to inflate his glider, unsuccessfully I might add.  Each time he got blown farther and farther back from launch.  At one point he got the help of another pilot and both were almost launched into the woods.  This should have been a wake up call that conditions were just too strong for his ability to safely fly his paraglider.  And then there were the few others who, while aloft in increasingly windy conditions, found themselves unable to get out over the LZ resulting in landings in backyards along the mountain.  

Not to be outdone, I’m sad to say there have been a few hang glider pilots who also made unintentional house calls.  We’ve had everything from tree landings, to water landings, to whacks galore.  All are directly related to the pilot’s inability to correctly read conditions and control their gliders as it pertained to their own skill level.  What’s sadder is that some of these pilots are seasoned veterans and not just novices.

Simple things, like being able to read the weather, clearing turns, executing good safe launches, flying in traffic, and making good safe approaches and landings are all being pushed aside as not being important factors in flying.  We have people flying at each other and not obeying right-of-way rules.  We also have others who don’t think they really need an observer or instructor to launch them, even though they don’t hold a rating worthy of being able to launch alone.  Oh, and no matter what you may think it’s not OK to take out the windsock when launching a paraglider.

Like I’ve already stated, I’m not poking fun at anyone in particular, but I am trying to make all aware, instructors, observers, and pilots alike, that you’re just not getting it.  You all need to start thinking about doing a better job, of teaching, observing and criticizing, and learning what it takes to make your students and yourselves better pilots. 

Happy holidays everyone – Have fun and fly safely

