The Global Oils and Fats Business


ON A LIGHTER NOTE

Americans medicating their pets. They routinely treat their pets for arthritis, cancer, heart disease, diabetes, allergies, dementia, and soon maybe even obesity. Assoc Press, Mar 10.

English-only public signs in China? In the run-up to the Olympics there the obsession for using translations to English may make Chinese becoming foreigners in their own land. The government has launched a campaign to remove embarrassing linguistic gaffes.
2008 Olympics menu offerings in China. Will “fried crap”, “corrugated iron beef” and “cow bowel in sauce” be lost in translation? 
Reducing green-house gas? The answer is blowing in the wind. All forms of flatulence – from cats, dogs, even from Dad – contain methane which is many times worse than carbon dioxide is considered to contribute to climate change. Easy-Being-Green company offers to make your cat carbon-neutral. Innovative schemes are now available for people to do something to save the planet by buying carbon credits, e.g. for the energy wasted in their excessive pleasure-seeking pursuits. C. Overington, The Age, Feb 2007.
Plant-based pills are given to German cows to reduce bovine burps which emit greenhouse gas (methane).

Jargon is “language designed to objuscate, bewitch and befuddle” – to legitimise the cushy positions and plump pay packets of managers. R Spillane, Macquarie Univ.
The stock market by its very nature is designed for you to lose money. The rallies and the down moves within any trend ensure this process is constantly at work. It is created automatically. The market behaves this way because it has to. The weak have to perish so the strong can survive. William Wermine.

If we do not face any resistance, it means we are going downhill or downstream. Billi PS Lim
The term “greenhouse effect” has been out of date for a decade. An antique term for a phenomenon first identified in the late 19th century, it gave way long ago to “global warming”, which in turn became “climate change”. Politicians elected for short terms – around four years for Australian governments and US presidents – are more interested in polls than thermometers, and so continue to dissemble and prevaricate. As long as they win the next election, let their successors deal with it. The recklessness is insane, the cynicism shameful. In the War Against CO2 we now have war crimes, war criminals. Phillip Adams, 7 Oct 2006, The Australian
Spheno Palatine Gangleoneuralgia or Brain freeze, is a term used to describe a form of cranial pain or headache which people are known to sometimes experience after consuming cold beverages or foods such as ice cream, slurpees, or margaritas, particularly when consumed quickly. In layman’s terms, it is the result of the constriction of blood vessels in the stomach when put in contact with cold fluids. The (pain) that you feel in your head is actually not occurring in your head at all but is diverted from your stomach to a nerve in your head which usually receives this particular pain. It's a process is similar to that of someone having pain in their left arm after having a heart attack. Yahoo, July 2nd 2007.
Chinese proverb: 'Less profit means more profit.' 'If you sell at a lower profit per piece,' he said, 'people will consume more.' Mr Suwit, Thai Health Ministry advising drug companies.
If no one sees you eat it, it has no calories. When eating with someone else, calories don’t count if you both eat the same amount. If you eat the food off someone else’s plate, it doesn’t count. If you eat standing up the calories all go to your feet and get walked off. Food eaten at Christmas parties has 0 calories, courtesy of Santa. The Jokes
Product contagion (mentally): Shelving lard/fat products with low calorie foods (rice cookies, oats, etc) together somewhat makes all of them fattening. Similarly, food products shelved together with pet food, garbage bags, diapers, etc somehow makes them seem contaminated.

Mobile phones do not cause brain damage – they do increase psychological distress and new problems.
We live in a rainbow of chaos. Paul Cezanne
When people agree with me I always feel that I must be wrong. Oscar Wilde 

Sometimes I think: and sometimes I am. Paul Valery
He, O men, is the wisest, who, like Socrates, knows that his wisdom is in truth worth nothing. Plato
Hong Kong is still tops despite the rise of mainland China’s first-tier cities, and the government after 10 years can still brag that “it has always been a mistake to bet against Hong Kong”.- F Wu, B. Times, June 2007.
Lost in translation to Chinese. In wooing for Chinese votes, a translation of Mitt Romney could read as “Sticky Rice” or “Uncooked Rice”, Fred Thompton can be “Virtue Soup” and Barack Obama could be read “Oh Bus Horse”

Sperm and eggs can be grown from stem cells. Does this mean single men can claim to father/mother a child?
The Chilean black widow spider has a bite that can kill children and the elderly. The venom can act as a spermicide but bites on young strong farmers can cause erections that last for days.
They routinely treat pets   but exports are increasingly taken over by China. In France truffles are hunted by pigs but served to humans, in China they are usually found by humans and fed to pigs. Now the French are complaining that tonnes of cheap, low-quality truffles are pouring into Europe at the expense of French exporters.

French nose for garlic. Another symbol of Gallic identity (garlic) joins the list of French endangered items (indulgences and icons) – beret, the Gauloise cigarette and the long lunch.

”Fats: In trans-ition” Pszczola DE (2004) in Food Technology: describing alternatives to trans-free fat foods.

“Lost in transLATION” – Clark ML (2005) in Snack Food & Wholesale Bakery: reviewing trans fat labeling.

“A labeling trans-formation” Schildhouse J (2002) in Food Product Design discusses issues of labeling trans fats.

Dark chocolate flying off the shelves. Extra dark is finding favour as hearty portions of flavonols, supposedly heart-healthy, add to other naturally stimulating phytochemicals. But there are voices of dissent on the chocolate - antioxidant flavonoid fallacy (Halliwell B of NUS, Singapore) and the need of propriety processing (Schmitz H of Mars).

Fat addiction the cause of the obesity epidemic? If the new fat sensor found, i.e. the multifunctional glycoprotein CD36, can be stimulated or inactivated, there is a potential that a new strategy to address the human addiction to dietary fat.

Years of research and meta-analysis has found men and women are from the same planet after all, there are only 22% of statistically different traits.—Hyde JS, Univ. Wisconsin. Have gender differences been vastly overestimated to warrant any discrimination or otherwise affirmative action?

Smoking: now acrylamide. The carcinogen acrylamide formed from high temperature reaction of carbohydrate and amino acids, is found to be more in the blood of  smokers (1.5 ug/L in blood) compared to non-smokers (0.4 ug/L),

Cloning has gone to the dogs. Snuffy, a genuine cloned dog from Seoul National University, now joins the growing zoo of cloned creatures that include cats, cows, goats, horses, mice, mules, pigs, rabbits, rats and a wild ox.

A new carnivore has been caught by cameras in Borneo. The carnivore, slightly bigger than a cat with bushy tail and red-furred, is a rare find indeed.

Sudoku, a new addictive “cross-number” game is a puzzling development. Somewhat like the crossword it uses numeric only.

Casinos spinning out to Asia. “For Westerners, gambling is about entertainment and probabilities. For the Chinese, it is a battle with destiny” - Anonymous from Macao.
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