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Vas is the product of the partnership between Azam Ali and Greg Ellis, converging Eastern and Western styles of music that they term as "alternative world". Vocalist, Azam Ali accompanies herself on hammered dulcimer, while percussionist Greg Ellis draws from American jazz roots as well as love of Middle Eastern and African rhythms.

Born in Iran, Azam Ali grew up in India, absorbing its music and culture for 11 years. She moved to Los Angeles in 1985, and shortly after Azam decided on a career in music. She took five years of lessons from Manoochehr Sadeghi, a Persian master of santour (hammered dulcimer). Her musical endeavors led her to the discovery of another instrument ‑ her voice, and the music of her childhood. "Alternative world," says Azam, "is world music in that it is influenced by music from different cultures, but we are of such different backgrounds that the mixture becomes a whole new culture."

Percussionist/ drummer Greg Ellis has toured and recorded with high‑profile and diverse artists such as David & David, Mark Curry, and Steve Stevens. He studied classical percussion at San Jose State University. Feeling stifled by the rudimentary approach to percussion, he moved to Los Angeles, where he eventually got off the road and followed his own musical visions, constructing his own studio, composing soundtracks and film scores and founding along with Azam, Vas.

Azam describes their music as having a deep spiritual content. She feels encumbered by words, singing in a language of her own design to express feelings too deep and intricate for a

simple pattern of words which she finds limiting. Vas, the Latin word for vessel describes their approach to their music: "Until the finishing of a piece, the outcome is just as much a mystery to us as to anyone else. We see ourselves as vessels for music, rather than as its creators... There's all this music just floating around waiting to be delivered, and we are grateful to be the ones to carry it."

Vas has two albums ("Sunyata", and "Offerings") on the Narada label.

Cammeron Stone on cello and vocals was in his own words "born with a cello in his hands." At the age of eight, he was a soloist with Zubin Mehta and the L.A. Philharmonic. His versatility in different musical genres have led him to explore the limits of his musical expression through popular and ethnic music. He is the co‑founder of the group Bliss, has been featured on many recordings and has toured with many center stage bands. He regularly records and performs with Vas.

Omar Faruk Tekbilek is one of the finest Middle Eastern musicians living in the United States. He is a virtuoso on several instruments such as the ney (cane flute), zurna (double‑reed instrument), and the baglama (long‑necked lute), and a masterful performer on dozens more. Faruk was born in Turkey to Turkish and Egyptian parents. With a musical family to nurture his precocious talents, he studied with masters of Turkish music. By the age of twelve, he was already performing professionally. Besides being a performer of high caliber, he is also an excellent teacher and a recording artist with several releases on labels including Celestial Harmonies and World Class.

Faruk has widely toured the Middle East, Europe, Brazil, and the United States. in 197/6, he moved to the US. Since then, he has been working with musicians of international repute such as Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan, Ofra Haza, Simon Shaheen, Don Cherry, and Ginger Baker. But perhaps he is best known for his collaborative work with guitarist/ producer Brian Keane.

Faruk's music is rooted in tradition but influenced by contemporary sounds. He views his approach as "cosmic" and his commitment to music runs deep. Says Faruk: "Music is the shortest way to feel God." Faruk who is a Sufi, enumerates as the four comers of his creativity, mysticism, folklore, romance, and imagination. Interested in playing with musicians of different cultures, Faruk sees himself as a peace messenger. "I represent no nationality when I play," he says. "Music is the universal bond, our common language. Through music and dance we can reach each other. Face to face, we have no differences."

Faruk made a guest appearance on Vas' recording Offerings. His latest CD on World Class (Hearts of Space) is entitled "One Truth.

