B Bartok   (1881-1943)                
   Six Rumanian Dances 

Bartok's  discovery of the folk music of Transylvania in 1907 resulted in a creative outburst which incorporated the modalities, rhythms and performing techniques of peasant musicians. This included the peasant music of the Rumanians of Transylvania. These six dances are compact suites of dance tunes that Bartok collected in 1907. Highly successful and popular, they have been orchestrated  and also arranged for violin and piano. 

C Debussy  (1862-1918)               
   Pour le piano 

Published in 1901, this set of three pieces is one of Debussy's earlier works for piano and hence not particularly impressionistic. However, the work is tightly constructed and bears clear evidence of Debussy's forceful musical nature. The Prelude interweaves two complementary themes based on whole-tone scales and a generous use of augmented fifths. The Sarabande, an earlier version of which exists as  Hommage a Rameau (Images Book 1), is both modal and masterfully chromatic. The Toccata  is brilliant with evocative textures, modal and whole-tone harmonies and an unusually emphatic ending - seven slow and loud chords of the tonic major. 

J Brahms  (1833-1897)                         Hungarian Dances,  Nos. 1-6 

These dances do not originate from Hungarian folk music but from the gypsy music which captivated composers from Haydn to Schubert. Although now more well known as an orchestral work, the Hungarian Dances were published as piano duets in two books in 1869 and 1880. In these dances, Brahms captures unique characteristics of gypsy music (fluctuations of tension and changes of tempo) and creates piano imitations of gypsy instruments (violin and cimbalon) and gypsy dance steps.
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  W A Mozart  (1756-1791)                      Eine Kleine Nachtmusik 




                         in G major, K 525

Composed in Vienna in 1787, this most famous of Mozart's serenades is  written for strings alone. The first movement is a sonatina, the second a tender Romance with an agitated middle section, the third is a stately Minuet and the work ends in a joyful Finale. Due to its immense  popularity, A Little Night's Serenade has been arranged for a variety of  instruments and instrument combinations including this version for 4-hand  piano by E Bachmann. 

 J S Bach (1685-1770)                            Italian Concerto BWV 971 

The Italian Concerto is an adaptation for keyboard, of the concerto  grosso, a composition in which a small body of 'solo' instruments is heard  in alternation with a larger body of 'orchestral' instruments. The Italian Concerto is the only such work which Bach wrote for the solo keyboard and rivals the Chromatic Fantasia and Fugue in its popularity. The work combines the best of Italian and German musical characteristics and highlights the international features of Bach's style. 

F Poulenc (1899-1963)                            Sonata for four hands 

Devoid of sonata form or thematic development, the Sonata, composed in 1918, is unusual also because of the extensive use of the pentatonic scale and  of only white notes in the second movement. The finale is reminiscent of a children's dance game. 

