Tonight's programme samples the diverse musical cultures of this country, a diversity that may well be under threat as increasing numbers are drawn to western classical music. Diversity needs to be preserved as it spawns intercultural activity - so defined when elements from two or more cultures are integrated. Three such compositions, by Khoo, Abdel-Rahim and Bartok, are featured this evening.

Vietnam : Little Encounters by Elaine Khoo (1980-) was inspired by the composer's architectural field-trip to the country in February. The first movement employs a variety   of modes including the pentatonic, to document the former city of Saigon and its chequered past. The second, based on a local mountain folksong, describes the natural beauty of the countryside and the third, which includes jazz elements, captures the character and joyful spirit of Hanoi and its people. 

Variations on an Egyptian Folksong by Gamal Abdel-Rahim (1924-1988), combines an 

essentially European medium of composition with Arabic influences. This is especially  

evident in the fifth variation which is in the spirit of a camel caravan and the sixth, which is in the syncopated rhythm of an Egyptian folkdance.

Bela Bartok (1881-1945) developed a style combining folk elements with the highly developed techniques of art music. In Suite Op 14, the first movement employs the character of a popular Rumanian folk dance and the third is influenced by the Arabic folk music of Bisktra and the vicinity.  European elements of 12-tone writing and complex harmonies are found in the second and fourth movements respectively. 

The works of western music display the tonal styles of the 18th century baroque (Vivaldi) and classical (Mozart) periods and the more modern sounds of the twentieth century (Prokofiev). 

The gu-zheng is an old Chinese plucked instrument with 13-25 strings tuned to the pentatonic scale and with a range exceeding four octaves. It was popular for court and folk music. Fishermen's Song expresses happiness after a good catch; Tung Ting captures the contrasting tranquility and activity inside a cave.

Tyagarajah (1767-1847), one of the Trinity of Carnatic composers, wrote over 2000 songs, mainly in Telugu, and two operas. He perfected the musical form kriti, a composition in three sections, and developed the technique of sangati, variations on the melodic line, a technique demonstrated in the first two songs of this recital. He composed mainly in Adi tala (4+2+2) and popularised the anagata eduppu or compositions starting after the first beat (sama).
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PROGRAMME
A Vivaldi


Sonata No 6 in G minor





Vivace





Fuga da capella





Largo





Allegro ma non presto

Elaine Khoo (flute)
Prem Vadiveloo (piano)
Traditional


Fishermen's Song At Dusk

Tung-Ting

Carmen Lee (gu-zheng)

WA Mozart


Rondo from Sonata in B-flat major KV 378

S Prokofiev


5 Melodies Op35, Nos 1 and 5

Regina Tan (violin)
Premila Vadiveloo (piano)

Elaine Khoo


Vietnam: Little Encounters (first performance)

Ho Chih Minh

Marble Mountain

Hanoi

Elaine Khoo (flute)
Prem Vadiveloo (piano)
Gamal Abdel Rahim

Variations on an Egyptian Folksong

Premila Vadiveloo (piano)

Bela Bartok


Suite Op 14





Allegretto





Scherzo





Allegro molto





Sostenuto

Prem Vadiveloo (piano)

Thyagarajah


Sri  Rama Padama 

(raga : aritavahinie  tala : adi)

Vara Raga Laya

(raga : senjukambothi  tala : adi)       

Nagumomu galavani

(raga : mathyamavathi   tala : adi)

Sanjuktha Ramasamy (voice)
Ashwin Ravindren (mrindangam)


Premila Vadiveloo (tambura)




Programme Notes

Elaine Khoo (composer/flute), 20, is an architecture undergraduate at the National University of Singapore. She holds the ATCL diploma for piano and ABRSM Grade 8 for flute and is principal flute and section leader of National University of Singapore Symphony Orchestra. She has written works for symphonic band (Labyrinth) and experimental music for film (A Place to Play) and her works have also been featured in master-classes conducted by composers Joyce Koh and John Howard.

Prem Vadiveloo (piano), 20, is an engineering undergraduate at the National 

University of Singapore. He holds the ARCM Performer’s Diploma and performed most recently in Salutations (2001). In addition to credits in drama, he represented Wilayah Persekutuan in swimming and water-polo at the SUKMA Games in 1998 and 2000 and is in the Gemilang 2001 water-polo squad for the forthcoming SEA Games.

Carmen Lee (gu-zheng), 17, is a Form 5 student of Methodist College where she is treasurer of the Prefects Board and secretary of the Careers' Club. She began piano studies when she was four and commenced studies on the gu-zheng in 1999. Tonight marks her debut performance though studies in psychology beckon for the future.

Regina Tan (violin), 15, is a Form 3 student of SM Subang Utama and holds a string of 

music qualifications - Guildhall Performance Certificate for piano, ABRSM Grade 8 for piano and violin (with distinction) and soon for viola as well, and by the year's end, the ATCL diplomas for piano and violin. All for good measure as she hopes to reduce the foreign component in the Malaysian Philharmonic Orchestra!

Premila Vadiveloo (piano/tambura), 14, is a Form 2 student of SM Bukit Bandaraya.      She has passed the ABRSM Grade 8 with distinction, performed in Salutations (2001) and gave her first concert tour of Brunei last year. She also studies Carnatic music and is nationally ranked second in tennis in the Under-14 age group. She represented Malaysia in the World Junior Tennis Championship in May 2001 in Sri Lanka. 

Sanjuktha Ramasamy (voice), 18, is a Form VI student of SM Victoria. She has been studying Carnatic music for some 14 years and has participated in competitions of the Malaysian Hindu Association. She won the coveted gold medal in 1997 and made her debut solo performance in December 1999. She has also passed the ABRSM Grade 8 for piano.

Ashwin Ravindren (mrindangam), 21, has extensive performing experience and has also made several recordings. Presently he combines studies in Audio Engineering at a local college with studies in Carnatic music. 

