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1. WHO WE ARE AND WHAT WE DO





The 54th Massachusetts Glory Brigade was founded in 1992. It is a non-profit, tax-exempt, corporation. The corporation is run by a Board of Directors which includes five officers. The Board of Directors and officers are elected by the general membership annually. 





Company A 54th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry/Colored Ladies Christian Relief Association is a permanent standing committee of members who carry out the educational programs of the corporation. Company A strives to present the most accurate portrayal possible of the most famous regiment of the Civil War. The Colored Ladies present the “hidden half” of the story of the 54th, the contributions of African American women in the Civil War. Through public programs, Company A/Colored Ladies seek to expand citizens’ awareness of the role of African Americans in the Civil War period. Recognizing the relevance of the 54th’s issues of justice and equality to today’s society, Company A/Colored Ladies work to promote civic responsibility among all young people in Boston and the Commonwealth.





The 54th Massachusetts Glory Brigade presents three types of programs for the public: 1) Lecture presentations for schools, museums, libraries, and historic sites.  2)  Parades and color guards for cities, towns, and veterans’ groups  3) Living history encampments. Currently, the Glory Brigade  does about twenty four programs a year.  In addition, members do research about the 54th and work closely with other organizations to plan activities related to our mission. 





2. HOW TO JOIN





Anyone over twelve years old can become a member of the 54th Massachusetts Glory Brigade by paying annual dues. Dues are currently $25 for individuals over 18 years old and $10 for individuals 12 to 18 years old. 





3. MEETINGS





Glory Brigade meetings are held on the second Tuesday of each month at 100 Taunton Avenue, Mattapan, MA 02126 (617-361-8015). Meetings start at 6:30 PM, include dinner, and end about 9 PM. The Annual Meeting for the corporation is held in January.





4. HOW TO BECOME A RE-ENACTOR





If you wish to become a re-enactor with Company A or the Colored Ladies, fill out the attached enlistment form and mail it back to the address above. You will then be contacted by a member of  Company A/Ladies and asked to attend a regular business meeting. While there, you will introduce yourself and learn more about the group. You will also learn that you are required to do the following to become a re-enactor with Company A/Colored Ladies.





Pay annual dues


Commit to attending regular business meetings


Commit to participating in a minimum of six (6) scheduled programs per year


Commit to acquiring the basic uniform or civilian clothes within three (3) months 











    








5. UNIFORMS AND CIVILIAN CLOTHING





Men and boys enlisting in Company A will be issued 54th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry Manual of Clothing and Supplies. Women and girls joining the Colored Ladies will be issued Practical Hints on Ladies Attire of the Civil War Era. These guides list and illustrate all the items you will need to portray a soldier of the 54th or a lady of the period. The guides list suppliers of each item as well as an updated list of local and New England suppliers. These are the best guides available for properly outfitting yourself. Additionally, you will receive one-on-one assistance from Company A/Colored Ladies in selecting and purchasing your uniform and clothing.





Be prepared to spend a minimum of $250.00 for the basic uniform or civilian outfit. 








6. ARMS AND TENTS





If you are willing and able to buy your own musket and bayonet, we encourage you to do so. If you can not, you will be issued a musket and bayonet at each event you attend. Company muskets and bayonets must be turned in to the armorer at the end of each event. 





Under Massachusetts law, you are not required to carry a Firearms Identification card for the possession, transport, and use of pre-1898 replica black powder weapons. However, we strongly urge you to obtain the FID from your local police department.





If you wish to buy your own tent make sure you confer with the Company commander or 1st Sgt. If you do not wish to buy a tent, you will be issued one each time you attend a field event. 

















7. IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS





1ST SGT. BENNY WHITE (VICE PRESIDENT) - 617-361-8015	





PAM GONCALVES (VICE PRESIDENT FOR DEVELOPMENT) - 781-396-2110





CAPT. STEPHEN BELYEA - 781-233-9201





LT. ROB GOLDMAN (TREASURER) - 617-522-6694





2ND SGT. DAVE CUNNINGHAM (CLERK) - 508 -674-5812





PVT. BEN GOFF, SR. (CORRESPONDING SEC.) - 781-986-0635 





PVT. MIKE COBLYN (WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS) - 413-549-4329
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Volunteer Enlistment Form - Co. A/ Colored Ladies


54th Massachusetts Glory Brigade





Name ________________________________________________________________


		(First)				 (M.I.) 				(Last)





of ____________________________________________________________________


                           (Street Address)





Town of__________________________       State of ___________________________


                                                							 (including Zip)





aged _______ years, and by  occupation a _____________________________________________                        





does hereby agree to serve as a re-enactor in Company A of the 54th Regiment, Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry for a period of 1 year, unless sooner discharged by proper authority.





does hereby agree to serve as a re-enactor in the Colored Ladies’ Christian Relief Association for a period of 1 year, unless sooner discharged by proper authority.








Sworn and subscribed to this


day of __________________ , 19______





before _________________________________            ____________________________________


Clerk               						 Volunteer's Signature





I certify, on honor, that I have carefully examined the above-named Volunteer agreeably to the Regulations, and that, in my opinion, he/she is free from all defects and infirmities which would in any way dis-qualify him/her from performing the duties of a re-enactor, that he/she was entirely Sober when enlisted; and that he/she is of Lawful Age





This re-enactor has ____ eyes, ______ hair, is ___ feet, ___ inches high





  * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *


                       Additional Information





Home Telephone ____________________         Work Telephone  _______________________





E-mail address___________________________





Date of Birth __________________                     Social Security No. ____________________





Parent/Partner/Spouses’ Name and Phone __________________________________________                            





Special talents or skills ________________________________________________________





* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * Company Use Only: Date first Dues Paid _______________   Company No. __________


