BIRMINGHAM AERO MODELERS ASSOCIATION, INC.

AMMENDED FLYING FIELD REGULATIONS

JULY 1999

1. All AMA safety rules and Club BY-LAWS apply to all flying sites.

2. A preflight inspection and radio range check is required for all new and rebuilt aircraft.

3. Until a flyer has become proficient in all aspects of flying, he or she will fly only in the presence of an experienced pilot or at a time when the field is unoccupied by other flyers or spectators. Students learning to fly shall not fly on their own until released to do so by the instructor.

4. No transmitter may be turned on by anyone without the correct frequency pin attached to his transmitter, including a brief radio check and when setting up an aircraft. A frequency flag shall be attached to the antenna of each transmitter. Replace pin after each use so the next flier can use it.

5. All aircraft will be kept in the pit area. Pilots shall be restricted to no more than two airplanes in the pit area ready to fly on days when the field is very crowded. The tables shall be kept open for maintenance.

6. All engines .15 and above will have an effective muffler. The current AMA noise level will be in effect and shall be checked at random times or as when necessary if a plane noise level is questionable. Aircraft in violation shall not be allowed to fly. 

7. Aircraft in the air and on a landing approach have priority over aircraft on the ground. When multiple planes are in the air, a pilot intending to land, or take off, shall announce his intention loud enough that the other pilots can hear and be aware of the take off or landing. Each flyer will check for aircraft on landing approach before taxiing onto runway or taking off. 

8. During flying, no pilot will stand within 15 feet of the runway except during takeoff or landing. Where pilot stations are marked, pilots shall stand within this area during each flight.

9. There will be ABSOLUTLY NO FLYING OVER THE PIT AREA, SPECTATOR AREA, and VEHICLE PARKING, OR OVER ANY BUILDINGS.

10. In order to maintain safe helicopter and fixed wing operations at each field:

(a) Helicopter prolong hovering shall be only in designated areas. The VP of each field shall designate these areas. 

(b) There shall be no hovering in the pit area.

11. Each member is responsible for the removal of all trash, fuel cans, bottles, ect. There are no trash cans.  No drunkenness, drug use, unsportsman like conduct will be tolerated. Foul and abusive language in the presence of women and children will not be tolerated.

12. Do not leave pets or children unattended. Pets shall be restrained by a leash and kept out of the pit area and off the field during flying activities. With the exception of the leash, the same applies to children.

13. Do not run engines at full speed in the pits. Start in the pits and then taxi the plane out beyond the fence to run up the engine. Prolonged engine adjustments shall be conducted so as not to restrict the ability of another pilot to taxi to the runway.

14. When starting engines in the pits, keep prop blast pointed away from other planes and spectators.

15. All pilots should keep an eye on the frequency board to make sure there is not a three in a row problem. Pilots operating on adjacent frequencies shall conduct and ‘on ground’ interference test before flying at the same time.  

16. While mowers, weed trimming or other maintenance activity is in progress on or around the runway, any flying activities shall be at all parties' own risk. 

17. Both fields are restricted to aircraft only.

18. Visitors are allowed to fly, provided they can show proof of AMA membership.

19. CONTINUED DISREGARD AND ABUSE OF CLUB OR AMA RULES WILL RESULT IN LOSS OF MEMBERSHIP.
Enforcement of Rule Violations

Any Officer shall handle minor violations with a verbal warning and explanation of the offense. Major violations will follow the below procedure.

A major safety violation is any flight activity that violates current club safety rules that could cause injury and damage to other members, visitors, their equipment and vehicles.

1. If any member observes a major safety violation then he or she shall report this to any Club Officer. This report shall include the violator’s name, details of the incident, witness names, place and time of occurrence. 

2. The other Club Officers shall be notified and shall determine if the occurrence is a justified violation.  If the violation is found to be justified as a major violation then the Safety Officer shall issue the offender a written notice as a ‘warning’ stating the danger of the offense and the results of repeated violations.

3. A second violation shall follow the above procedures, except the Safety Officer shall issue a written notice that flying privileges have been suspended for 30 days.

4. A third violation shall follow the above procedure except the Safety Officer shall issue a written notice that membership has been terminated.

5. Copies of these notices shall be forwarded to the Secretary and placed in the Club records.
