[image: image1.jpg]{ :MQ%TT\G@M ERY COUNTY
BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATIGN



Vol. 2002.05

Checking Your Frames

Our last freeze is well behind us and now is the time to think about honey production. Harvesting a good honey crop depends on two factors: strong nectar source and healthy, plentiful field bees. The former is a function mainly of weather, which is completely out of our control. The latter we do have some influence over.

By now you should have inspected all your hives and made sure that they are queen-right. If she is more than two years old, consider re-queening. A fresh queen will lay more eggs, which leads to more bees, which provides a larger nectar-gathering colony and, hence, more honey.

As I inspect each of my hives, I answer five questions: 

1) Has the colony sufficient room?

2)  Is the queen present and laying the expected quantity of eggs?

3)  Is the colony building up in size as fast as other colonies in the apiary?

4)  Are there any signs of disease or abnormality?

5)  Has the colony sufficient stores to last until the next inspection?

Reviewing these questions gives me a chance to assess the overall health of each hive.

1) Has the colony sufficient room? If your bees are crowded, they are more likely to swarm. Therefore, more attention needs to be paid to finding queen cells. These cells should be removed if the hive is queen-right.

2) Is the queen present and laying the expected quantity of eggs? At this time of year it is important that the queen is laying as many as eggs as possible. If she's not, it may be because she is old, or the colony is distressed, or the colony doesn't have enough food. Look for both the queen and her eggs. If you can find only eggs, then maybe she has swarmed. In that case, leave the queen cells intact so the remaining bees can raise a replacement queen.

3) Is the colony building up in size as fast as other colonies in the apiary? The reason to keep more than one hive of bees is as a comparative check. Generally speaking, two colonies, side-by-side in the apiary, should be of equal strength. If not, then one is having a problem. Maybe it has swarmed; maybe it has a mite problem. Check it out.

4) Are there any signs of disease or abnormality? Find out why one hive is different from the others and take corrective action.

5) Has the colony sufficient stores to last until the next inspection? At this time of year, this is not a problem. Nectar flow has started and the bees are going to have enough food. But in the winter, this is an issue that must be considered.

Keeps your bees healthy and they'll keep you sweet.

Summer Field Day

The Texas Beekeepers Association is promoting a summer clinic at Coplin Bee Farms on Saturday, June 8. Their address is 17726 Elizabeth Road, Aloga, Texas. Steve and Joan Coplin have agreed to host the meeting.

 Mr. Ivy and Mr. Langford had attended one of these clinics several years ago and were very impressed. The Coplins have about 400 hives. Their operation includes queen raising and honey extraction.

The day should include talks, presentations and a tour of the Coplin facilities. We will have more information regarding the cost of the clinic at our May meeting.

In an attempt to raise funds for TBA, it has been suggested that each Association send, with their delegate, one item for auction. The Houston Beekeepers Association is donating a hive moving tool that one of their members is making. If any of our members has an item to donate, please bring it to our May meeting.

This auction is of secondary importance. The main goal of TBA for this meeting is the attendance of all delegates and as many members from each association as possible.

The TBA asked that we please pass this information on to our members so that everyone can get it on their calendar.

At Our Next Meeting

Michelle Warren will talk about cooperative opportunities between our group and the 4H regarding youth involvement. She is the director of 4H organizations in the county and is interested in our annual essay contest. Our organization is unique in it's mentoring of young beekeepers. The 4H has a national essay contest for beekeeping.
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Beekeeping Supplies & Equipment

Bee-commerce.com brings you the world’s best quality beekeeping supplies and equipment. Our
deluxe start-up kits make it easy to get underway! Supplies, tools, medication, honey harvest equip-
ment, books, videos, and bee-related gifts. We even sell package bees and queen bees! Secure
online shopping and personalized support designed just for the back-yard beekeeper. Most products
are shipped the same day we receive your order. And with our 100% satisfaction guarantee, you
can order with complete confidence. It's the Intemnet's first beekeeping super store!

Mention “Montgomery County Beekeepers Association” and get a free gift with your order!

- HIVETOP FEEDER NEW BOOK!

P
Q A bee-commerce exclusive! "Beekeeping for Dummies” is a new
T - Keep your bees healthy and best-selling title from the enormously

strong by feeding them medicat- popular "Dummies” series of how-o

ed sugar SVT”p in the spring books. This easy-to-use reference is
and fall. Made by Bee-Commerce, and available nowhere else, e cover for both new and exper-
this is quite simply the best hive top feeder on the market. enced beekeepers. Its chock full of
There is absolutely nothing else that can compare. Heavy-duty heloful hints, 'r)netr.\o ds, techniaues
tulip wood construction with a marine plywood base. Strong arﬁj oontaillns the moét u togiate
and completely water tight. And our unique design allows you ) ) P
" N . information on how to be a success-
to refill the feeder without ever disturbing your bees. These ful back vard beek
magnificent feeders will last you a lifetime. We guarantee it! ack ya (eeper.

i i "Beekeeping for Dummies" is beauti-

Hivetop Feeder: $40 fully organized for years of helpful reference. Both humorous and practi-
cal, this book is a must-have for any beekeeper's library. 336 pages.
Over 150 photographs and illustrations, with eight pages of stunning

:v H n“ EY'B'HEAI,THY " color images. Beekeeping for Dummies $19.99
See what everyone is raving about! Honey-B-
Healthy is a feeding stimulant that contains
100% pure essential oils (spearmint and lemon
| \ grass). These oils stimulate the immune system b
) of your honey bees and help keep them healthy, e e
) even in the presence of mites. Just add a tea- -commerce.com 6
spoon of Honey B Healthy to your sugar syrup

N feedings. The 8 ounce bottle is enough for 12 www.bee-commerce.com
“atE g feedings. Honey B Healthy $12.95 Order online, or call toll free: 1-800-784-1911

x*

Best Quality Supplies and Free Online Advice for the Back Yard Beekeeper
Order online, or call toll free: 1-800-784-1911. Order 24 hours a day, 7 days a week




Michelle would also like to ask if any of our members would be available to do classroom demonstrations. 4H would like to integrate the benefits of bees into their gardening program.

Site of the Month

Check out our very own web site at http://beetalk.tripod.com/mcba.htm. This site is maintained by Robert and Dustin Talk. It has some good information on beekeeping, in general, and our society. It also has the monthly newsletter.

Remember: we will meet
 in the library at
 Travis Intermediate School.
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Bruce Blake, president & editor

Valerie Craft, 1st vice president

Randy Sneed, 2nd vice president

Patricia d'Agrella, secretary
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Monthly meetings: 

Second Thursday at 7:00pm

Travis Intermediate School

1100 N Thompson, Conroe

Montgomery County Beekeepers

91 N Floral Leaf Cir

The Woodlands, TX 77381
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Install honey supers. Strong colonies can get four if comb is drawn, two if foundation only. Weak colonies get less accordingly.











Email comments to Bruce Blake at txbeekeeper77381@yahoo.com.





Yaupon; Chinese tallow; sweet, white & crimson clover; vetch; supplejack; horse mint





Travis Intermediate











