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September 11, 2014

Re: OKetal
Dear Ms. Kindis:

Thank you for your lengthy letter of September 5, 2014, quoting Corbett and Finkle, authors of
The Little English Handbook (Harper-Collins [please note hyphen]). The only problem with Cor-
bett and Finkle’s dissertation on “0.K.” is that they are wrong.

And, please let me remind you, the difference between “basketball™ (or “baseball,” or “foot-
ball™) and “e-mail™ is that the former is a two-word compound, in which the hyphen was dropped
long ago through usage. and the latter is a contraction, requiring an apostrophe or a hyphen to a-
lert and substitute for the missing letters in one of the combination words. There simply is no
comparison of “basketball” and “email.”

It’s “unimpeachable.” Fowler, in A4 Dictionary of Modern English Usage (Wordsworth), lists a
hundred or more “ible™s but yet many. many more “able™s. The most common “ible"’s are “diri-
gible,” “forcible™ (but not “enforceable™), “gullible,” “tangible™ and “terrible” (and *“Ish Kabib-
ble.” of course). There is a key: The “soft” forms of the consonants ¢ and g seem to force an i
following to ensure the soft pronunciation of the consonant preceding (“enforceable™ is an ex-
ception to this rule, but it uses a silent e to force the soft pronunciation of the preceding c).

And “already,” at least, is a word. “Alright” is not.

Sincerely,

encs Natty Bumppo
ps Editor, Tabloid Headlines



