MUSIC MENTORING

AIM

To encourage and equip the next generation of Christian musicians through a mentoring program that provides godly role models and workshops to develop key skills.  To explore the ways in which God can develop and use our musical abilities as church musicians, worship leaders, Christian composers, Christian artists, and as musical evangelists to impact both His kingdom and the secular world.
OUTLINE

PART ONE – MENTORING:  
1.  Identify young musicians within the church (8 years +) who are learning an instrument and whose parents would like them to be encouraged and mentored in Christian music.  A) To start a “music club” where the childrens ability level can be assessed and they can be given suitably arranged Christian music for their ability and age level, that will supplement what they are learning in their lessons.  The club will also have mini concerts to give children an opportunity to perform and share some of these songs with other children and their parents.  B)  To group these children in to “bands or “ensembles” of similar ages and ability to play together.  C) To pair up the children (as age & ability are appropriate) with an adult or senior youth role model (preferably playing the same instrument) who can encourage, inspire, work with them, jam with them, etc and share their love of Christian music.  This would be especially beneficial for children whose parents don’t play an instrument.  
2.  Provide resources in the form of simplified arrangements of current worship songs and other popular Christian music that is appropriate for the instrument, ability level, and age of the child.  As there are almost no simplified arrangements like this available commercially, beginners (especially piano and orchestral instruments) are unable to play Christian music as part of their music education.  Provide arrangements of contemporary Christian songs & worship music for group ensemble playing.
PART TWO – HOW GOD USES MUSICIANS:  What the word has to say about musicians and playing instruments and using the gifts that God has given us for His purposes.  Using examples of Christian musicians in each of the main areas of; Composer, Artist, Worship Leader, Church Musician, Musical Evangelist to demonstrate the different ways in which God can use our musical talents.  Using guest speakers and/or short video presentations from these people to give a dynamic and encouraging presentation outlining what they do (e.g. Brooke Fraser as composer/artist, David Pierce as Musical Evangelist).  
PART THREE – WORKSHOPS TO DEVELOP KEY SKILLS:
1.  Reading music & understanding music theory.  Many musicians (especially those that are self-taught) are held back from broadening their music skills by a lack of theory or an inability to read and write music.  A lot of children aren’t taught this or if they are taught it they aren’t encourage to use it any practical way and wonder why they are learning it!  Theory can be taught in groups grade by grade working through a workbook or for more advanced musicians as an overview of how music works (e.g. the structure of keys & chords, etc) and a crash course in reading and writing traditional notation, suited to older secondary students and adults who play at a more advanced level.
2.  Improvising:  How to improvise an accompaniment from chords on the piano.  How to improvise and harmonise on a melody instrument.

3.  Composition/Song Writing:  Outlining the different ways that composers write (opportunity for input from a guest speaker or taped interview).  Workshop exercises in composition technique; setting words to music and understanding meter, analyzing the structure of a song, harmonizing (adding chords) to a melody, arranging a song for different instruments.

4.  Music Notation Software:  A basic overview of what music notation software can do and how to use it to compose, arrange and publish sheet music.
5.  Worship Leading
6.  Music Evangelism:
