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          Hello, and welcome to this issue. Because of the higher costs of printing, supplies, and mailing as well as the Internet, those of you on my snail-mail list are receiving your last free issue from me. I’m sure by now, if you don’t have access to the Internet, you do have a friend who does. If you wish to continue receiving this newsletter, give me your friend’s e-mail address. I can then send my latest issue to him or her via e-mail attachment. Nevertheless, I can’t do this if your friend has America On Line (AOL) because AOL assumes that all e-mail attachments are spam mail. I do have other options for receiving this publication, and the information is on my web site. Thus, you can look at my web site on your friend’s computer, the computer in your local library, or cyber cafe. DOTTY’S DIMENSIONS CONTINUES usually comes out around June (odd number issues) and December (even number issues); that’s when I put in the headers on my web site for the new issues. If you have any questions, write me, e-mail me, or put a message on my blog. I won’t be sending new flyers either.

     Does anybody realize that it’s been 50 years since the Space Age started? On October 4, 1957, the Soviet Union (now the Russian Federation) launched Sputnik I, the world’s first artificial satellite. Check out NASA’s official web site for more information.

     John Inman’s official web site is still operating, but on the home page it reads the following: June 28, 1935--March 8, 2007. You can read about his funeral via links on the Wendy Richard Appreciation web site.

     The picture above shows a main doorway from the Cathedral of St. John the Divine in New York City. If you wish to save money while visiting the Big Apple (and who doesn’t?), I recommend the following book: Frommer’s New York City from $90 a Day, Wiley Publishing, Inc., ISBN: 0764576488. Arthur Frommer was the man who first introduced the $ a Day series with Europe on $5 a Day in 1957--another 50th anniversary!

     Friday, September 21: Similar to last year’s New York City trip, I saw an Off-Off-Broadway show in connection with the NY Musical Theater Festival. Unfortunately, this year’s show, Austentations, at the Julia Mills Theater, didn’t impress me as much as last year’s Off-Off-Broadway show, Having It Almost. On the other hand, Austentations wasn’t a bad show either. This musical comedy was about a local amateur-theater group putting on a bizarre version of Jane Austen’s Pride & Prejudice. Anyhow, by the time the director, scriptwriter, and some of the actors made their different changes to the script, it reminded me of an English pantomime version of Austen’s story. If anybody has ever seen an English pantomime during the Christmas season, you know what I mean. For the rest of you, I’ll try to explain. A typical pantomime or panto contains a love story with a hero, his girl friend, and a villain. Several other characters in the panto have little or nothing to do with the plot. Many of these characters entertain the audience with humorist skits, songs, and jokes that again, have little to do with the plot; it’s all for good fun. Although I found some of the acts and the songs funny in Austentations, it helped if one was a bit familiar with Jane Austen’s Regency romances. 

     Saturday, September 22: found me traveling uptown to the Cathedral of St. John the Divine, 1047 Amsterdam Ave. (10th Ave.) at 112th St. (212-316-7540). I’ve been here a few times in the past, the last time being 2005, but I looked forward to visiting it again. Despite being only two-thirds completed, St. John’s has been the largest Gothic cathedral in North America. Officially, this Episcopal (Anglican) cathedral has served the diocese of NY; unofficially, it has served as a house of worship for people of all faiths. In addition to worship, the cathedral staff has offered other services to the community from helping those affected by homelessness, poverty, drug addition, and bad health to the performing and visual arts. On December 18, 2001, there was a fire in the Northern Transept of the Cathedral. When I visited in 2005, the staff closed the choir, main altar, and chapels behind the main altar for cleaning up the smoke damage. Back then, I saw the nave, the chapels on either side of the nave, and a makeshift altar in the crossing. Those chapels covered many themes: American, Anglican, law, education, crusaders, arts, and sports on one side. The chapel themes on the other side were military, Earth, medical, communications, labor, missionary, and all souls. Meanwhile, each chapel displayed its share of altars, windows, and sometimes statues and other items. For 2007, the staff closed the chapels along the nave. Instead, I walked through the nave and saw the re-opened choir, main altar, and seven chapels behind the main altar--all in their Gothic glory! These chapels commemorated seven saints: Ansgar, Boniface, Columbia, Saviour, Martin, Ambrose, and James. Thus, the main altar and the seven chapels included their different altars, windows, and some statues and other items. It doesn’t matter if you are religious or not, the Cathedral of St. John the Divine will amaze you with its many works of art both inside and outside of this building.

     Saturday, October 6: It was time to see an IMAX film at the Franklin Institute in Philadelphia: Dinosaurs Alive! In some very realistic scenarios, I saw dinosaurs fight, run, eat, etc. Between those scenes, black-and-white-film footage showed the work of some paleontologists from the early 20th century. Other scenes, in color, presented modern-day paleontologists hunting, collecting, and studying dinosaur bones. This film also explained how some ideas about dinosaurs changed since the 1920s, especially the theory of birds being the descendents of the dinosaurs. Even if your interest in dinosaurs is slight, looking at the lovely scenery in the Gobi Desert and the deserts in New Mexico make seeing this film worthwhile.

     Sunday, October 7: The Penn’s Landing neighborhood included a maritime museum with its focus on the Philadelphia waterfront along the Delaware River: Independence Seaport Museum, 211 S. Columbus Blvd. & Walnut St. (215-925-5349). By way of pictures, texts, and exhibit items as well as hands-on exhibits, videos, and audio presentations, I learned about several topics having to do with the Delaware River, the New Jersey Shore, and other fresh and salt waterfronts. Among the different subjects were views of Philadelphia from the 17th century to 1976, the history of the USS Olympia battleship (Tours of the USS Olympia and the WWII submarine, Becuna, are included in the museum admission.), and small watercraft on the upper level. On the lower lever, the museum included, under the main topic of Home Port Philadelphia--shipbuilding, the navy, the China trade, and immigration. Other exhibit areas presented the scientific principles in boat design and building, a workshop where the public could watch boat builders at work, and deep-sea diving. Anybody visiting here should allow at least three hours to cover this museum and tour the 1892 USS Olympia and the 1944 Becuna submarine.
     Friday, November 16: I attended the Philadelphia Science Fiction (SF) Conference (con) (Philcon) again, and like last year, the Philcon committee held the event at the Sheraton Philadelphia City Center Hotel. At the first panel I attended, (1) Rival Theories to the Big Bang, the panel members talked about different theories on how the universe started as well as many theories on how the Big Bang started. Nevertheless, they concluded that scientists needed more funding to explore those different theories further. On the next panel, (2) Latest Trends in Art, the panel mentioned that, lately, there has been more demand for fantasy art and very little for SF art. Then, they discussed laser art vs. drawing and painting by hand for the rest of the hour. The next event, (3) Opening Ceremonies, was usually a chance for the con committee to introduce the guests-of-honor (GOH) to the rest of us. Although I saw tables set up with a few snacks, there wasn't much else going on; therefore, I sat down and read my con-program book. (It wasn't a total waste of time.) During the next hour, Philcon held (4) a Luau. Again, there wasn't much to this either, just some pineapples and coconuts on the tables, plastic palm trees, and a banner reading, "Let's luau!" A nearby video screen showed some scenes from Hawaii, and I spent that hour listening to a member of the committee telling me about his life in SF fandom. Finally, for that night, I entered (5) the Con Suite. Similar to last year, the con committee offered snacks, chances to meet and talk to other SF fans, and a window offering a great view of the Ben Franklin Parkway.

     Saturday, November 17: This day started for me by entering (6) the Art Show where I noticed that the room seemed smaller than last year. Around two-thirds of the art showed fantasy themes, and the rest exhibited SF and space themes. About 75% of the art displayed paintings and drawings, and the remainder presented other mediums: jewelry, sculptures (especially Lego sculptures), and pottery as well as dolls, quilts, and so on. At my first Saturday panel, (7) Faster Than Light (FTL) Travel, John Ashmead tried to explain, with the aid of his Powerpoint display, how FTL travel might be consistent with current-day physics. He covered time travel, wormholes, and warp drives as well as the causes and effects of FTL travel. During the next panel, (8) Fashions of the Future, the panel mentioned an interesting point (among other topics). In looking at past articles that speculated on future fashions, those "future fashions" were usually extreme versions of what people were currently wearing during the time the author wrote the article. Back in the science-track program room, the panel for (9) Human Space Flight discussed the time, money, and research needed to prepare humans for long-duration space flights, especially to Mars. Most of the talk had to do with what could happen to human bodies on long space missions. Next, at (10) the Costume Guest Presentation, the costuming GOHs, Kevin Roche and Andrew Trembley, talked about how SF fans could get over their fears of wearing a costume and entering a masquerade. They also showed slides of their past costumes, promoted Costume Con, and explained the different skill levels in most masquerades: novice, journeyman/craftsman, and master. 

     Saturday night: In a smaller ballroom than last year, that was only a little more than half filled, I watched (11) the Masquerade. Out of 12 entries, 10 costumers wore fantasy costumes, and only two wore SF costumes. After the presentations, I usually departed during the half-time entertainment. (The masquerade judges are deciding on who will be the winners during this time.) Nevertheless, the emcee announced that the half-time entertainment was going to be a showing of a Star Trek (ST) episode from a new ST series made for the Internet, called ST: The New Voyages (ST: TNV). Then, when he said it was based on ST: the original series (ST: TOS), and George Takei would be in that episode, called "The World Enough And Time," I decided to stay. In this professional production, George Takei was Captain Sulu on the USS Excelsior, and Grace Lee Whitney was First Officer Janice Rand. As Captain Sulu thought back to 30 years ago, we see other, younger, actors playing ST: TOS characters on the USS Enterprise. During that time, the Enterprise was in an inter-dimensional trap due to a Romulan weapons test going wrong and destroying the Romulan ships. Lt. Comdr. Sulu, after retrieving data from one of the Romulan ships, got beamed up to the Enterprise, but the Sulu that was beamed up was 30 years older and played by George Takei. I won't give away the rest of the plot, but I highly recommend seeing ST: TNV and especially the episode that I saw. The producers of this series felt that they have been putting out the fifth season of ST: TOS; they counted the three seasons of ST: TOS and ST: the animated series as seasons one through four.

     Sunday, November 18: Finally, I visited (12) the Dealers' Room. This room, too, was smaller than in past years; however, about half of the dealers sold reading materials of books and magazines. Meanwhile, the other dealers sold other merchandise: jewelry, games, and t-shirts as well as bumper stickers, buttons, etc. I bought a SF book from one of the GOHs.

     The 2007 Washington, DC, column, MY CAPITAL TIME, is available. Here, I have listings for the Folger Shakespeare Library, the National Air and Space Museum, the National Archives, and Old Town Alexandria. Check my web site for more details.

     Next on my web site, you can also get ordering information for my New Jersey column, THE STATE I'M IN. In this column, I visited 12 different places in NJ from Princeton University to the NJ State House.

     Meanwhile, don't forget to click on PHOTO ALBUM on my web site to read about my latest entry: the New York Transit Museum. Included are two more pictures: the NY Transit Museum and the Brooklyn Borough Hall.

     Finally, I wish my readers a good holiday season!












