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     Hello, I'm sure by now, many of you are aware that Sir Arthur C. Clarke, 1917-2008, writer of many science fiction (SF) and science fact books and articles, died on March 18, 2008, at age 90. At 12, I saw the film 2001: A Space Odyssey, and in my teens, I started reading some of his stories and science essays. I've also seen him on TV several times. Both he and Isaac Asimov had some influence on me during my teen years and beyond. Many people and I will miss Sir Arthur C. Clarke. 

     While I was at this year's Balticon, I learned about the death of someone I was acquainted with: Amanda Allen, 1958-2008. I remember seeing her in many impressive costumes, and several of those costumes won awards in different masquerades. Later, she was a masquerade judge at other conventions. A past president of the Greater Columbia Fantasy Costumers Guild and one of its founders, she often offered help to other costumers. She had been battling with cancer, and Thursday, May 22, at 6:40 pm, she fell into a coma and passed away on Friday, May 23, at 4:45 am (EST). I'll miss never seeing anymore of her in her interesting costumes!
     The picture above was the marquee of a recent Off-Broadway Show that I've seen: Next to Normal. Meanwhile, if you would like to read a money-saving guide to New York City, I recommend Let's Go New York City, Let's Go Publications, ISBN: 0312360878. Many of the writers for this guide have been students of Harvard University.

     Did any of you ever have a place that you’ve always wanted to see, but never got around to seeing? Well, I did. Last December, I finally got around to seeing the Manayunk neighborhood in Philadelphia. This area was prosperous due to the many mills in the 19th and most of the 20th centuries. By the 1980s, most of the mills closed, and the neighborhood started getting new businesses: shops, boutiques, and fancy restaurants and bars. I didn't mind visiting here once. Nevertheless, because I'm not into fancy retail establishments and eateries, I just browsed at the shops on Main Street and noticed some of the older stone and wood architecture before heading back to Center City.

     Friday, March 7: Shortly after arriving in New York City, I rode a cross-town bus to the Majestic Theater and saw the following Broadway Show: The Phantom of the Opera. This show has been the longest running musical on Broadway, and I could see why. The sets and costumes alone were worth the price in all their bright colors and glitter; then there was the singing and acting. I knew what the story was about because I've seen different versions of the movie, The Phantom of the Opera, and I have heard some of the songs from the musical on the radio. Along with the costumes and scenery, the music and acting made seeing this show a wonderful experience. What more could I ask for?

     Saturday, March 8: For this day, I took the combination Rockefeller Center Tour/NBC Studio Tour, 30 Rockefeller Plaza (212-664-7174). First, I found the Rockefeller Center Tour overrated. We did a lot of standing as the tour guide showed us a few rooms that the public could also observe on their own. During this time, he told us details about the buildings, the Rockefeller family history, and the history of the neighborhood. I saw more than a few persons on this tour limping a bit after all that standing. Therefore, I'd suggest to anyone interested in seeing Rockefeller Center, save your money and research the facts about this place for yourself; then, tour the place on your own. Second, the NBC Studio Tour was a completely different matter because on this tour, the public could view areas that normally NBC wouldn't allow them to enter. Although we had to do some standing, we started the tour sitting and watching a video covering the history of the National Broadcasting Company. Afterward, the NBC page showed us different control rooms, studios for TV shows, a video on makeup, and a mock talk-show set for those who liked hands-on exhibits. This tour was very informative and unlike the Rockefeller Center Tour, I highly recommend reserving the NBC Studio Tour.

     That night, I watched an Off-Broadway Show at the Second Stage Theater called Next to Normal. This dark musical comedy covered the lives of a dysfunctional family as they dealt with overmedication and other mental treatments to get over something in their past. Many of the songs were intense, and the scenery was minimal, but the story proved interesting because certain members of the audience could relate to some of those issues. 

     Sunday, March 9: Although I've seen historic houses on other trips, most of them were once the homes of the rich and occasionally the middle income. This was the first time I have ever toured a former dwelling place for the poor: The Lower East Side Tenement Museum, 108 Orchard St. (212-982-8420). These popular tours must be booked in advance. Thus, I booked a tour called "Getting By: Immigrants Weathering Hard Times." After seeing a few videos in the visitors center about the history of the Lower East Side and about the museum itself, my tour guide took me to the museum's pre-law tenement. (Tenements built before 1879 are pre-law. From 1879 to 1901, the city passed some laws in the interest of health and safety for tenants--hence old-law tenements. The city passed more laws in 1901, and the city refers to tenements built after 1901 as new-law tenements.) This building once housed about 7,000 persons from around 20 nations between the years 1863 to 1935. Anyway, once inside, I couldn't help noticing how dark and gloomy the entrance hallway looked with its pressed-tin ceiling and dingy walls. On the second level, our guide directed us to the first apartment. Here lived a German-Jewish family in the 1870s. While our guide told us the history about this family, I saw the faded-pastel wallpaper, 19th-century furniture and house wares, kerosene lamps, and wood-burning stove. A Sicilian-Catholic family lived in the second apartment in the early 1930s. Therefore, I viewed such improvements as linoleum floors, electricity, a radio, a sink with running water, and a pay-quarter-meter gas stove. I also heard a recording by the daughter who lived there as she reminisced about her family and life in that area. (In 1935, the landlord decided to rent out the apartments to commercial tenants only.) Finally, as our guide showed us a non-restored apartment, I could understand how much a challenge the curators had in restoring the apartments that the public could view. I definitely recommend these tours, especially because many of us have ancestors who started life in the USA in such places!

     Friday, May 23: Memorial Day Weekend meant Balticon time at the Marriott Hunt Valley Inn, Hunt Valley, Maryland. At the first event I attended, (1) International Space University (ISU), Laura Burns showed slides, and she talked about the time she spent in 2007 working on projects and making lasting international friendships during the summer sessions of the ISU. This event took place in Beijing, China, at Beihang University. During the (2) Opening Ceremonies, the emcee introduced the convention (con) chairman and some of the con committee and guests. Then, one of the musical guests played the guitar and sang a song about wanting a good looking, intelligent woman. Finally, two belly dancers performed well while balancing swords on their heads. Back in the science-track room, Dr. Donald Thomas, a retired astronaut, showed slides and described the (3) Science Performed on the Space Shuttle. His experiments covered many subjects from combustion research in space to plant growth in weightlessness. At the (4) Meet the Scientists Social, I got Dr. Thomas's autograph, but I didn't meet any other scientists there. Nevertheless, I met other SF fans and ate some great cheesecake.

     Saturday, May 24: On this day, the first place I went to was the (5) Art Show room. Here, I noticed that about 75% of the art displayed paintings and drawings, and the rest showed other mediums: sculptures, jewelry, and other items. Around 80% of the art themes exhibited fantasy, and the rest presented SF and space art. In the (6) Con Suite, Balticon used the same place as last year: the former Frankie & Vinnie's diner, a 1950s-style, chrome-and-neon-interior restaurant. Besides offering both healthy and junk food as well as soft drinks, this con suite had plenty of room and air conditioning. Later, I attended a memorial talk, (7) Sir Arthur C. Clarke, RIP. The panel members ranged from someone who knew Clarke for over 60 years to other panel members who only met him a few times. I learned that Clarke liked to stay at the Chelsea Hotel while in NYC, and somebody saw Clarke wear a T-shirt that read, "I invented Telstar, but all I got was this lousy T-shirt!" And the Dali Lama once sent Clarke a fan letter.

     That night I watched the (8) Masquerade. The good news was that there were 31 entries; the bad news: Only five persons wore SF costumes. (Between this and the Art Show, can't we receive more SF and space-related costumes and art?) However, although they wore fantasy costumes, two of the entries impressed me very much: "Peacock," a lady who wore a glittery gown displaying the colors in a peacock feather and used real peacock feathers in her fan and high-backed collar. The other entry, "Sleeping Beauty," wore a blue gown one second, and using wrap-around material, it was pink the next moment.

     Sunday, May 25: As I shopped and mostly browsed in the (9) Dealers' Room, I observed that around half of the dealers sold reading materials: books, magazines, and semi-pro-zines. The rest were selling other merchandise: jewelry, DVDs, and T-shirts as well as games, buttons, etc. At the first panel I attended for that day, (10) Epoxi and a New Epoch of Extra-Solar Planet Exploration, Dr. Timothy A. Livengood showed slides and videos. This helped him explain how the Epoxi team has been using the Deep Impact spacecraft to search for extra-solar planets. He also mentioned other methods that astronomers used to find extra-solar planets from the first one found in 1995 to the other 286 (as of 25/May/2008). Next, (11) A Stroll Through the Forest/Jungle of Modern Astrophysics found Dr. Yoji Kondo telling the audience the differences between astronomy and astrophysics. (Astronomy bases itself on observations in the cosmos; astrophysics has its emphasis on theories about the cosmos.) He also talked about Edwin Hubble's discoveries of other galaxies and the expanding universe as well as Fred Hoyle coining the term "Big Bang." (Hoyle used the term as a derogatory statement because he didn't believe in the theory that later used the words, Big Bang, to be true.) The last event at Balticon 2008 for me was (12) How the Internet Helps Small Presses Publish Books. Thus, the panel discussed what they have been doing in relation to publishing nowadays because of the Internet that they couldn't do 30 years ago, especially increased books sales due to Amazon.com. 

     In MY CAPITAL TIME 2008, I visited (1) the Supreme Court, (2) the Hirshhorn Museum, (3) the Naval Heritage Center, and (4) the Decatur House.

     For THE STATE I'M IN #2, I spent from March 2007 through February 2008, going to a different New Jersey attraction from the Golden Nugget Antique Market in Lambertville to the Battleship NJ in Camden.

     Meanwhile, I’ve cleared everything within Photo Album at my web site. However, I’ll be putting some new pictures and paragraphs on it in the near future. 
     Before I sign off, I plan to make some changes concerning the odd-numbered issues of DOTTY'S DIMENSIONS CONTINUES (DDC), starting with Issue #7 and my column, MY CAPITAL TIME. First, I am no longer doing a special Washington, DC, column. Instead, my DC trips will be in the odd-numbered issues of DDC in place of New York City. However, I still plan to cover Balticon in the odd-numbered DDCs. Second, I also plan to continue covering NYC and Philadelphia as well as Philcon in the even-numbered issues of DDC. Beginning in 2009, I will be starting a new column about Atlantic City (AC) casinos for non-gamblers; I plan to visit four different AC casinos per year. Meanwhile, if you have any questions, write me, email me, or put a message in my blog. Goodbye for now!  













