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The Elephant Grass
from Pleime to Chu Pong

i g R A

The Jungle
from Pleime to Chu Pong

had arrived in the South only recently still lacked
in experience but would be ready since it just went
through indoctrination in North Vietnam and firmly
believed in the VC propaganda.

The plan consisted of three phases :

1) The 33d Regiment would surround Pleime
and harass the defenders, exerting enough
pressure to force II Corps to send a reaction
force,

2) The 32d Regiment would ambush the relief
column and destroy it.

3) Both Regiments would combine force to overrun
and destroy the Camp itself.

As early as 19 September — one month before
the attack — a thorough preparation down to the
lowest level was carried out. Numerous exercises
and rehearsals were conducted by each unit on maps
and sand tables. Meanwhile, transportation companies
assisted by forced local laborers were rushing to
prestock rice and ammunition.

THE ATTACK

The two regiments left their bases at the foot of the
Chu-Pong massif for their respective assembly areas
on 15 October, as proved by the following lines
in the diary of a VC officer from the z2d NVA
Regiment :

« We depart for the Autumn Campaign on 15
October, the very day of the anniversary of comrade
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