Discussionforum on ‘tolerance and terrorism’

Title: Paz en Peru
Author: Tom Jolly, PUCP, Peru


Hola todas,

I too was travelling last tuesday, the horror and implications of this incident are certainly going to change the way the world opperates. 

I have been forwarding the emails from you all to the team in Peru, who i am sure will be ggoing through their own emotions. 

Tolerance.......we are all going to have to rise to even greater levels of tolerance in the future. The first 2 discussion forums are particularly rel;event with the recent news. 

One question that should be not only asked but explored i believe is .."how would young people gather the heads of diffrenet religions, countries, 'unofficial' groups etc. to produce a master plan of peace - a world agenda for peace.. somewhat like one of the environmental protocols...it would involve more than just governments.. 

saludos a todas y paz en la vida 

suerte y abrazos 

Tom 

Title: Terrorism in Indonesia
Author: Muhammed Yusuf, PPLH, Indonesia

I agree with this idea, the effect of that not only felt by American but also for all the world, especially for us as a country which majority of citizens are Moslem. Should we be victims from this? in fact terrorism were familiar in here during this two years by bomb explosion at some publics place and some victims from public have died, without we didn't know why it's happened in our country or even in this world. And newest in close from our place, three students were killed cause fired from conflict of police and army. 
Yusuf 

Title: Solidarity in South Africa
Author: Linda Madlala, South Africa

Greetings, 
Have just returned from a week in London but still travelling in South Africa. This incidence happened while I was on the plane to the UK and when I landed and came face to face with this grim horror, I realized that the world needs solidarity more than ever before - NOW!! 

It could have been the plane that I was on and it could my country, my people, my friends or my family or my own children. 

I welcome the discussion and would engage the schools on my return to Durban. 

Blessings of eternal Peace and boundless Love. 

Linda Madlala, Mnumzane 

Title: Finland
Author: Leena Jason, Finland

This is so important! This catastrophe has touched us all, even if not personally, but collectively. We'll be part of the platform in some Way, even if the students are taking exams. All the best to you and thank you very much for the work you are doing! Leena

Title: The Filipino perceptions on terrorism
Author: Gerald V. Legaspi, FIND, Philippines

Yes, I'm interested to share the views and perceptions of the Filipino about the issue on terrorism. 
Just kindly inform us as soon as you received this message when to start. We have already a position paper regarding the relationship of state terrorism to human rights situation particulary in the Philippine set-up 

Thank you, 

Gerald V. Legaspi 

Title: Appeal for Peace from Slovenia
Author: Alenka and Ivanka, Slovenia

Dear Alexandra, 
We would like to express our approval of this additional forum on tolerance and terrorism. We are ready to participate with our students, whenever it will take place and we could include it in the activities of our Camp. 

Right next week we are having our 8th International Camp in Piran and the students from Slovenia, Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, Austria, Poland and Norway will have a chance to work together in our workshops and exchange experiences from their countries. This year we will welcome also the National ASP coordinators from different countries Romania, Serbia, Albania, Montenegro, Croatia. The activities on our camp will all be connected to our Protest against terrorism. We are speeding the action, with our organisation The Rainbow People, by searching for the translations of our PROTEST-APPEAL in other languages, then we are organizing a collective signing in for the Protest (Tuesday morning, 25 Sept.) and public signing in for the Protest in the town of Piran on Thursday, 27 Sept. in the afternoon. On Friday, 28 Sept. the participants will play in the Street Theatre “My fears: War and violence”, the topic will be “I was there when a plane crashed...”. The programme and all the information about our Camp (23 - 30 September) can be found on our page: www.asp-mreza.edus.si/kik2001. 

We will keep you informed about the further development of our action. 

Kind regards, 

Alenka and Ivanka. 

Title: To our American friends
Author: Vladimir Kalinin, Smorgon Society for Human Rights, Belarus

My dear American friends, Teachers , students ,social workers from our primary and secondary schools and all population of our town would like support you morally in this difficult period. Thousands of innocence people were killed by terrorists. They are not human beings and they have not human face .These people would like start WW3 and crush and destroy our civilisation ,our planet . I think that we should punish them whenever they are for our future life in peace and dignity. My American friends , you should know that our hearts with you .We love you and wish peace and clean sky over your heads . 

Sincerely Yours, Kalinin Vladimir Belarus 
Title: Horrible attacks
Author: Students from College Lahatra Soamanandrariny, Madagascar

Dear Friends on the world 
We are agreed to participate for the discussion on Tolerance and Terrorism at school the 16th November. 

And now we present you the feelings and thoughts of our students and ours; We are so affected and overwhelmed on seeing on T.V. those abominable acts, done by heartless people, which have come down in USA country. We do share their pain and we pray God so that peace comes back again. We do trust on their intellectual, physical, moral and economical force. 

Otherwise, our pupils are hysterical and it was difficult to calm them down. They are afraid of a Third World War and actually, we are too. It's difficult to sort things out and we although this terrorism is the worst force of violence we can imagine. And war simply doesn't make sense in this situation if it doesn't all violence produce more violence and the one to suffer are the poor men, women and children. Also ,we proposed this message made by many persons. 

UNITED FOR LIFE Whatever might be the trigger, we think that the terrorist acts of 11th September 2001 in New-York were absolutely horrible. 

Not only thousands of innocent people were dead there, but also lots of families have been broken for ever without having the chance to say good-bye. 

To avoid that other lives will be destroyed and that other tragic events will happen again, we want the main concerned Leaders to have time for reflection in order to adopt non-violent sanctions. It is not by violence that we can arrange the different conflicts that are raging the world nowadays. With all the military arms of which most of the nations have, we really go on disaster; if the USA DECIDE TO RETORT WITH BOMBS, WE RISK TO ATTEND THE BEGINING OF A THIRD WORLD WAR IN LIVE. 

To escape from destruction, we must mobilize and urge the Leaders who are holding our destinies in their hands, to find positive and clever solutions without making the world in danger. 

So we beg you to implicate yourself in this step entirely pacific for you, for your family and for the future generations. One first step in this direction is to move on this petition from one end to another of the planet. We wish that all countries shall join together to adopt a non violent solution which is able to overcome terrorism once and for all. This is about survival and dignity. We demand non violent sanctions. 

Students and teachers at College Lahatra Soamanandrariny Madagascar 

Title: This is our Time
Author: Barbara Dieu and students Alexandra, Alain and Camille, Lycée Pasteur, Brazil

Now that our first shock over the horror is over, and before our everyday routine numbs us and our tasks rush us onwards , it is time to stop and think about the meaning of what we witnessed. In no way it is something that has never happened before, for we know other countries have been suffering from it for a long time. The fact that it was the Twin Towers and the Pentagon that were hit, does not make them or the country where they happened more important. I believe that the fact it happened there, shows us that no one is immune to terror, no matter how strong and powerful you profess to be. What happened there can be compared, I hope, to a LAST drop in a very full glass, a glass full of intolerance, bias, power-driven injustice and self-righteousness on many sides. It is not time to start blaming one or the other but to understand once and for all this cannot go on. This is the time to think together of what steps can be taken, in our every day life, in our relation towards the other, towards our community, towards our environment to reduce and eventually eradicate this mistrust, aggression and will to destroy. We must believe that a caring, solitary and fair world can exist for all. We must pull up our socks and work to find solutions. I am sure we all believe in creativity and are committed to peace. 

Barbara Dieu, teacher at Lycée Pasteur

Terrorism , as we see it, is a lethal way to oppose something that you don’t agree with. From what we read, the World Trade Center was probably destroyed by an enemy who didn’t accept the American supremacy, who saw the Americans as an obstacle to their ends. However, these are all suppositions. We do not know what their purpose was as they did not state it, they did not talk about it and nobody has claimed responsibility for this insanity. President Bush and many world leaders decided to act against the people who planned this as many innocents were killed by this evil attack and this cannot go on. 
Maybe this happened because these particular terrorists wanted to change the American international policy . If both Americans and terrorists were more tolerant with each other, both sides would not have suffered. Tolerance is the key to World peace and to end these social conflicts. 

Alexandre, Alain, Camille 

Title: A message from Colombian pupils
Author: pupils from Liceo Patria Quinta Brigada, Colombia

Hello friends, 
This message has been written by our pupils of the group 3A of primary, children of 7 to 9 years old . The not alone terrorism is in New York and Afghanistan, also it is in Colombia and is manifested in cars full dynamite pump, mines antipersonnel, kidnapping and violation of the human rights, posts by guerrillas and groups of self-defences. This has carried that during this time may have died many Colombian, other have been seen displaced of their/its places of origin. toward the cities where suffer much that they do not have sources of work. We give thanks to God by the life, and we requested to him that not permit that innocent people does not follow dying in the world. 

Title: Peace in Pakistan
Author: KHURRAM YOUSAF, ST. Mary's English High School, Pakistan

Dear friends, 
as you know the situation here in Pakistan, all the International media gathered here and expressing their views about Pakistani nation. we are as sad as the whole world community for the Terrorist attacks in N.Y. Our school staff and students stood side by side with the U.S. We send a letter of 1165 persons Signature to American Consulate in Pakistan for Condemning the attacks. Therefore our school went to the Embassy , saying prayers for victims and serving with flowers. We hope the relatives of victims may get shelter under Jesus wings. 

" Peace and order has to come FIRST. Once people can predict their daily lives - THEN civilization may move onto the next step" Firstly, if you believe in God, you must realize that there can only be one God who is called by many names. Secondly, we are the human race and the time has come for our next 'evolutionary leap' in becoming the HUMANE RACE. Lastly, never forget the universal commonality: WE ALL BLEED RED. " 

These are some words that people said and I also believe on this. If I start writing on this topic , I think my thoughts have no limits and I never stop. The only thing on that time I say, May God Bless all the human being and the souls of Victims. 

Prayers, 

KHURRAM YOUSAF ST. Mary's English High School 

Title: From the Netherlands
Author: Vi Dinh and Enak van Essen, Sintermeertencollege, the Netherlands

Dear friends, 
My name is Vi Dinh and I'm from the Netherlands. I've read that many people are scared about the next world war. I am very scared too. I hope that the leaders of the world will think very deeply before bombing some parts of this world. I'm very touched by the terrorist attacks and I feel for the victims. What I see in my country is that the violence has increased. Some mosques were attacked and burned out. I see that the people are more against the Muslim community. But I'm not, many Muslims are against terrorism. I think that those people are scared for more terrorist attacks and as a result turn their back to the Muslim community because they think that all Muslims are extreme fundamentalists. I think that those people should think better and not be prejudiced against the Muslim community. I hope that they will be more tolerant and less hateful against other people who have nothing to do with the attacks. 

with love and peace, 

Vi Dinh from the Netherlands 

Hi everybody, 
September 11...the world was hit, right in the heart. What happened in New York and Washington was a terrible thing. This has nothing to do with tolerance. Living in a tolerance world is living in peace. And world peace has been damaged by those terrorist. Some people even say: there is a new war coming. But I think that idea is not realistic, because (almost) the whole world is against terrorism. I don't think that the USA must start a war against Pakistan, because a lot of harmless people will die. I suggest that the USA has to find those terrorist and have no mercy: they have to be killed. Last of all I hope ,in the further future, world peace will come. Because what's nicer than a tolerance world without any problems? 

Greetings, 

Enak van Essen (17 years) from Sintermeertencollege in the Netherlands

Title: Tolerance and terrorism
Author: Stéphanie, Marcelo and Julio, Lycée Pasteur, Brazil

Nothing justifies terrorism or war as they kill innocent people. The people responsible for this terrible attack could express their feelings (if they had any) in other ways. What happened last week was unbelievable and terrifying because of the dimension of this violence against people and because of the Towers, which were a symbol of a city and of its power. When we saw the news on Tuesday night we thought that it was a movie, with all those explosions, and images of people jumping… We feel terribly sorry and grieve for all the people who died in the World Trade Center for something that they weren’t responsible for, or didn’t agree with. We are thinking now about all the mothers who lost their children, or the children who don’t have parents anymore. 
It’s comforting to see the solidarity of the inhabitants of Manhattan and all over the USA, who are trying to help in all the ways they can, like giving food, clothes, donating blood and supporting people in need. Besides, it’s amazing to see how patriotic and determined they are, believing that they will overcome it. We suppose that obviously the atmosphere there must be horrible, because they are afraid of a new attack, and don’t do the activities they used to do before all that. 

Stéphanie, Marcelo and Julio

Title: Terrorist attacks
Author: Laurent, Vincent, Mary and Pierre, Lycée Pasteur, Brazil

When we saw the terrorist attack, we were indifferent at first because we don’t live in New York and we didn’t realize how big it was. In fact, we thought it was just another scene from a modern movie. Some hours later, when we realized it was true, this indifference became a shock. All the media was screaming about it. When we saw the images, we were horrified, scared; we didn’t understand why the terrorists killed so many innocent people just for a political divergence. Then, we read statistics and learnt the real number of dead people that day. The point is that we did not understand the reason for those acts: in fact, if terrorists wanted to attack the country, they should have chosen a military target and not kill innocent people. Anyway, the attacks will start an American retaliation and maybe a bigger war. But we think war is never a solution. If people do not have the same opinion, there should be a way to discuss and learn things. That´ s what tolerance is about and it ´s because of intolerance that the war has begun. 
Laurent, Vincent, Mary and Pierre

