Stuck with a Sticker





In an attempt to make the job of observer or instructor at the mountain easier, recently there was a proposal made that all Hang II pilots that are members of SNYHGPA be given a helmet sticker by their instructors which signifies that they have the necessary skills to fly the mountain, and can do so safely.  I would have thought, that if a pilot was awarded a Hang II rating in the first place, that he or she would have had to demonstrate the necessary skills needed for the rating and thus be mountain capable.  If the pilot has a Hang II rating, and does not know how to launch, how to fly in traffic, how to determine if conditions are such that he or she can handle them, or how to land, then maybe they should not have been given their rating in the first place.





As an observer myself, I've helped a few people at the mountain to better their skills and correct some of their bad habits.  These people were originally trained by different instructors, and it shows in their skills.  Does having a sticker on one's helmet automatically prove to me that you have the necessary skills to fly the mountain?  I don't think so.  All it does is tell me that I can expect to see a particular pattern in your skill set, based on how you were trained initially.  So, you've been stuck with a sticker.  Are you stuck to the ground?  Well maybe, at least in my book!





As a Hang II pilot there are still requirements that must be met in order to be worthy of having the rating.  Sticker or no sticker, as an observer, I still need to see those skills in the way you set up, preflight, plan your flight, and execute specific tasks.  I'm not saying don't harass your instructor for a sticker if one is being offered, but I am saying know what it stands for and be worthy of displaying it.  What helps me as an observer, and I'm sure other observers as well, is for you to be honest about you capabilities as a Hang II pilot.
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