Weather Wisdom Whereabouts

Too often many of us come to the mountain not knowing what the weather gods have predicted for us for that day.  In the age of the internet, unless you don’t have a computer, there should be no excuse for not knowing what to expect.  Along with the local Weather Channel and MSNBC types of sites, there are a myriad of other sites offering current and forecast weather reports.

Some of these sites go far beyond what we need to know in order to fly, and others don’t go far enough.  Some require you to be a meteorologist to be able to figure out what the map tells you and others a child could understand.  What’s important to us as glider pilots are things like local current and forecast conditions, surface winds, winds aloft, and for the really serious, lapse rates.  Considering there are a few of us who launch into conditions that are above our abilities, I often wonder just how many really know how to read the weather and interpret the forecasts, let alone know where they can be found on the net.

For those who have access to the internet and don’t know where to find weather info, here is a partial list of some weather related sites of interest:

http://www.nws.noaa.gov/er/box/maps/sfc1.html
 Wind Today

http://www.nws.noaa.gov/er/box/maps/sfc2.html
 Wind Tomorrow

http://www.nws.noaa.gov/er/box/maps/sfc3.html
 Wind Day 3

http://www.nws.noaa.gov/er/box/maps/sfc4.html
 Wind Day 4

http://www.awc-kc.noaa.gov/awc/fd_winds/boston_fd2.html  Winds Aloft

http://met-www.cit.cornell.edu/cgi-bin/fcst?NY066  NY Forecast

http://met-www.cit.cornell.edu/cgi-bin/fcst?CT001  CT Forecast

http://tgsv7.nws.noaa.gov/weather/NY_cc_us.html  Current NY

http://weather.noaa.gov/weather/PA_cc_us.html
 Current CT

http://www.awc-kc.noaa.gov/awc/taf/albtafpou.html   Poughkeepsie Terminal Forecast

http://www.awc-kc.noaa.gov/awc/taf/nyctafswf.html   Stewart Terminal Forecast

http://www.intellicast.com/Sail/World/UnitedStates/Northeast/NewYork/NewYorkCity/WINDcast/d1_00/
One more way for winds aloft

Of the ones listed, I personally find the winds aloft forecasts, state forecasts, and current weather sites most valuable in making the go/no go decision.  I also find it important to check all sites for differences.  As an example, let’s say Newburgh is reporting clear skies and winds NW at 10kts, but Middletown says it’s SW at 20kts.  Either one site is lying or there’s something up weather wise.  Having this info should make you expand your search to validate things as best you could before venturing out.  Even if you could get off the mountain, it’s probably not a H2 type of day, yet you can bet some H2 will show up because it’s a Saturday and it’s sunny.

Along with having access to the reports you also need to know a little about being able to read the weather.  Here’s an example.  If it’s a day of low overcast you can probably find smoother than maybe expected conditions.  If however you find the sky sunny and filled with spotty cumulus clouds you can expect that things may be a bit bumpy and active.  If you don’t think you’re able to determine if the weather is right for you, ask for help from an observer, instructor, or fellow pilot.  There is also an abundance of books on the subject of micrometeorology out there.  Buy one or two and read them for added info.  The more you know about weather the better off you’ll be.  The important thing to remember is to always respect Mother Nature.  Your safety in flight partial relies on her having a good day.

Have fun and fly safely.

