Maytag Mambo

. . . at least that’s what it felt like.  My thoughts exactly when I launched into what appeared to be great conditions on a rather warm December day.  I learned rather quickly that looks could be deceiving.  It had to have been the most violent, but also most instructional flight of my short career so far.  Of course being the wind dummy that day didn’t help much, but the pressure was on so . . .

I was just another victim of the I’m here, I’m setup, I gotta fly syndrome.  It should not happen to any of us, but if it does to you here are some things you can do to make the ride a bit more comfortable.  First and foremost, head for your LZ.  Don’t try to be flamboyant and put on an aerobatics show for the spectators.  Sure, to them it looks like the stalls and spins were intentional, but I’m sure you’d feel differently.  Take the shortest route to the LZ and on the way fly at a speed which enables you to maintain proper control while not under or over speeding the airframe.  If you don’t know what that speed is or what it should feel like, now is not the time to experiment.  Do so on a calm day, or better still, check with the manufacturer to find out what that suggested speed is, then use an airspeed indicator to correlate it to what you feel, hear or otherwise sense.

Now that things are stable, or as stable as they can be, keep any turns to a minimum and if you need to turn, do so gently.  Remember way back when you took your lessons you were taught that stall speed increases with angle of attack and angle of bank?  In short, if your airspeed were to remain constant, but your nose pitched up or your bank angle increased suddenly, you would stall sooner than you may expect to.  If you need to turn, doing so gently and add some speed during the process to help alleviate the stall factor.

This couldn’t be truer then when getting close to the ground.  If anyone knows the LZ at Ellenville, they know it can be a bear to handle in rough conditions.  Again, positive control is the key.  Fly fast enough to counteract what nature’s hitting you with, but don’t overspeed things either.  Don’t be too slow because I can tell you from experience, it isn’t too pretty dropping out of the sky from ten feet up when that wind gust dies and your feet aren’t under you.

Once safely on the ground, if you can withstand the applause, or maybe even laughter, from the crowd, make a mental note to never allow yourself to be put in that situation again.  You’ll be better off for wisely deciding not to fly that day, and certainly won’t have to come up with any excuses to justify your stupidity.

Have fun and fly safely.
