It’s, it’s Approaching, and Fast . . . 

There are probably a few pilots out there who have thought this when flying Ellenville after sinking out quickly on their way to the LZ.  It’s usually at this point that their brain goes into freeze mode which eventually makes them do something stupid like making a less than proper approach, or not making the LZ at all.

Aside from Leather Hill, a local site near where I live, Ellenville’s LZ has to be one of the easiest places to approach and land in.  If for nothing else, it’s BIG!  Many times I’ve witnessed newer pilots getting what I felt was too low before deciding to head out to the LZ.  Some got lucky and found buoyant air along the way, while others were forced to land in the adjacent field just barely skipping over the tree tops.  Why take chances?

At Ellenville I like to use Route 52 as my guide.  If I find myself at the height of that road I consider it time to start heading for the LZ, but that’s in a Falcon.  Others may find they can go a bit lower if they have a higher glide ratio.  When I start my run I take the shortest possible route to the spot, but I also take into consideration the terrain beneath me.  For instance, there are portions of the secondary ridge between Route 52 and the LZ that slope off quite abruptly, while other areas remain high and level.  I use this terrain to my advantage.  Along the steeper parts you may find a bit of ridge lift to help you, but more importantly, once you pass over them you will automatically have more air between you and the trees below.  So while the shortest route is usually the way to go, it may not be the best. 

As you approach, staying away from all obstacles like the huge trees to the southwest of Tony’s house, the trees near the camping area, and the fence separating the cow pasture from the LZ is a rule to live by.  As anyone who has flown Ellenville on an active day knows, approaching the LZ can be a bear to handle.  Approaching over these types of obstacles makes matters worse.  The fence along the access road to the LZ may seem like a very incidental obstacle; however, even it can cause enough turbulence to make you fall short of or get dumped into the LZ.  There have been a few times I found myself all set up to start doing S turns when all of a sudden I’m climbing in lift and other times I’ve felt some nasty turbulence when descending around these obstacles.  Be prepared ahead of time.  Refrain from making your approach from over obstacles like these, fly approaches that reduce your time over any obstacles and use extra speed to help overcome what nature throws at you.  If one flies smart and within the limits of themselves and their equipment, there should never be a reason to fall short of any LZ or run into anything along the way.  Use your own good judgement and remember to get to the LZ with altitude to spare.

Have fun and fly safely.

