Details, Details

Once again I find myself thinking of all the incidents I’ve seen or read about so far this year, and can’t help wonder why all of them could not have been avoided.  One thing that seems to have played a part in the process leading up to these incidents was the apparent inattention to details by the pilot.  You remember, all those little things your instructor once yelled at you about, or the things your peers keep yelling at you about?  It’s time to open your ears and hear the message, for the big items are easy to catch, but it’s the little things that may kill you.

Preflight boys and girls means check the entire glider and gear before launching.  It is inexcusable for any pilot to launch only to find out later that the clasp made to hold his wing halves together was never attached.  Ridiculous you say?  Well that’s exactly what happened to one fellow, and he realized it when the wings folded up on him, luckily when he was only a few feet from the ground.  Not so bad you say?  Well as luck had it, the glider was flown that way a few times prior to the actual incident as well.  You bet, real luck!

This was only a small incident, and I certainly would never attempt to harp on the pilot about it, but it does go to show that a small overlooked detail can amount to bigger problems down the road.  So who’s at fault?  The pilot, the instructor, the observer?  The answer, all of them.  Instructors need to be more demanding of their students to pay attention to details.  Observers and fellow pilots should go the extra mile to point out potential problems.  Pilots should swallow their pride and accept all criticism as constuctive.

Here’s how you instructors out there can help.  Continually re-evaluate the way you do things.  This sport is evolving rapidly with the development of new equipment.  So too should your methods evolve.  What worked in the past still may have value today, but don’t stop there.  Find new ways to get your points across to students.  If you see one of your own flock land in a tree, question where you went wrong in the teaching process and fix it so it never happens again.

Observers are not off the hook either.  Take more responsibility for the person you observe.  Don’t just launch them and run off.  Watch their habits, critique their skills, and make suggestions on how they can do it better.
Have fun and fly safely.

