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           Nokomis turned her face away from the grub. Someone had been


nightmare walking. Without her. Mistake. A sly smile        


alighted her face, as she turned back to look upon the..    


person.. "Sorry to cut this action short, but I have more   


pressing matters to attend too. Toodles."                   


 And with that, she disappeared.                            


             They both sat straight up, Entropy hanging ono her like a   


drowning man, herself just checking to make sure Tala was    


still alive. Their breath was coming in short gasps, but    


she.. who had only been in there through him, was the first 


to calm down.                                               


 "Entropy." Unseeing. "Entropy!"                            


He blinked. "Tala.."                                        


 "Oh.. Entropy.. when were you going to tell me.."          


"I.."                                                       


 He didn't get a chance to finish, because just then, a     


shadow perched on the headboard of the bed. Tala scowled.    


Nokomis. Then her scowl gave way to surprise, how was she   


able to operate outside..                                   


 "You'd be surprised what I can do, sister. Especially since


we're in another dimesion. The same rules don't apply here."


 She laughed. Then she frowned. "So, you tried to do the      


walking without me. Tsk, tsk. Not a very good idea. And it  


was you, dear boy.. who's been having it. For much too long,


poor soul. As people say.. dreams come true, but so do      


nightmares. Since I believe yours falls more into the vision


realm."                                                     


 The shadows were beginning to grow thicker, becoming more  


life-like as she spoke. Her form.... face..  beginning  


to take shape. And in color too, not as a shadow.           


 "It's true that I don't exist here. Thanks to the fact that


Tala was born with me as a part of her. And you, you        


destroyed me in the other place. However, my powers were    


never cut short, as you know. And while I'm here.. why not  


make use of them, and have a little fun? As for you Entropy,


I can tell you quite easily what your dream meant. Or well, 


my take on it, anyway."                                     


 She smirked, leaning forward. Tala and Entropy were both just


staring at her in silence. Tala in worry, with a bit of     


shock. Entropy, however, was beginning to look annoyed. 


 "You are going to loose her."   


Tala gasped. "You aren't going to die." Nokomis looked        


annoyed as she continued.                                  


 "It may be soon, it may be within thirty years.. but you   


will loose her. Oh, she won't die.. After all, death in a   


dream does not mean that it will actually happen. It does,  


however, prove that something.. or someone.. will come      


between the two of you."                                    


 With that, she smiled once again.                          


"Well, I must be off. More people to toy with, you know. 


I do so enjoy acting like a good person sometimes.. Makes it


harder when the blow falls."                                


 "Nokomis.."                                                


Tala started to speak, but didn't get to finish as her      


sister's form ebbed away. She looked to Entropy. Lost,        


confused.. and now, a little scared. What did it all mean?  


	A sheen of sweat formed over the clenched, feverish     


face.  As Krakken withdrew into himself, his aching mind saw


a herald of doom that had escaped the eyes of all doctors...


Hundreds of insepid germs-- there were already that     


many-- housed themselves inside the awful hurt inflicted on 


Krakken's body.  Gangrenous, venomous life began to multiply


and tear his away... infection had set in.                  


	In childcare just a room a way from the waiting    


room, Adlez sat, she looked to the strewn blocks across the 


floor along with the many other toys, the mess the little  


children had left before the sun had fallen and it had      


become night, and the children's eyelids had fallen as well. 


One paticular child, Dakey slept peacfully on the small     


couch with her, his head resting in her lap, he drooled onto


her leg as he slept.                                        


         It had been hours since Adlez had taken a life, the life of 


Kisutsu2, the bloodthirst had rebuilt to its breaking point. 


A bloodthirst so strong it didn't even care if it was little six year children that it 


consumed.  Adlez rose to her feet and unsheathed her bloodstained knife


and presed it to young Dakey's back, she smiled and beeds of


sweet formed at her forehead, the pleasure was already      


soaking in before the first droplet of blood could even be  


strewn, now it was time to apply the pressure....           


Then there was a hiss from behind and a psi blade rose to   


Adlez's throat.                                             


"Aghh who dares!?!" she asks and turns to Zealen2.          





MEANWHILE





	Entropy looked at Tala, then down.  "I'm sorry.  I should    


have told you sooner.  It was never this bad before."  As   


her eyes also turned down, he looked back at her.  "I       


promise you, if it means my own life, I won't let anything  


happen to you.  And if Nokomis shows up in here I'll knock  


that human form of hers back to the stone age.  Now, we both


need some rest."  With that, he pulled her close, so that   


this time it was her with her head on his chest.  He slowly 


ran his fingers through her hair, content in her presence   


and thanking every god he could think of for her.  As he    


felt her relax, he slowly ran his fingers down her back.    


~My Tala...~ he thought to himself.  ~I don't care how many 


things get in our way.  I don't care.  As long as you're    


with me...I don't need anything else.~ "I love you." he     


whispered to her as he drifted off to sleep.        


Tala smiled softly as she hears his whispered words. She felt


so content right now, like, she had finally come home.      


Everything was just so perfect right now. She could stay    


this way forever, that's how she felt.   


	 She could tell once he began to fall asleep, as it was     


beginning to claim her as well. Well, beginning to claim her


again. However, she just wanted to tell him something, so   


what if he thought it might be a dream? Truth she be told,  


she wondered right now if she was dreaming.                 


 "Entropy.. You are my heart, my soul. Nothing will ever    


come between us there, no matter what else happens. You have


my vow." Her voice was a soft, low whisper; tinged with the 


warmth she was now feeling. "I love you.. too."           





CHILDCARE


                                                  


	Adlez cursed inwardly, she knew she shouldn't've come back, 


she had lost her sense in the moment.  The glaze faded a    


bit from her eyes, she had to make sure this bloodlust     


didn't take over again.  ~Though,~ she thought with a small 


smile playing across her face, ~It could be all the better  


poor little tormented Zelda.~ she thought with relish.  For 


a moment she thought about letting Zealen kill her..them.   


But that would be too easy..even now, she thought with      


annoyance, Zelda was trying to escape to a place of no      


return.  It was begining to get a bit aggravating, trying to 


keep Zelda from falling into limbo or the dreamworld.  Plus 


there would have to be a time..or it would all be in        


vain..her obssesive need to hurt Zelda MUST be fulfilled and


to do that she would have to bring Zelda closer, much       


closer.  But not yet, it had to be worth the risk of loosing


control.  She cut something and smiled, sickiningly, sweetly


at Zealen2, "Calm down dear Zealen! I was only cutting a    


loose thread on little Dakey's clothing." She took up       


Zelda's normal innocent look, shoving back her revulsion,   


and asked, "How could you possible think I would hurt him!" 


She smoothed Dakey's hair, holding back a grimace as she    


noticed the drool, ~I really HATE children.~ she thought to 


herself, then she glanced at Zealen2 and almost winced.  The


other Zealen was a psi wasn't he?  It was getting harder and


harder to access Zelda's memories. 


	~Well, no matter.~ she thought after checking her psi shield.  It was holding      


strong and if scanned wouldn't even seem to exist as it was 


covered with Zelda's memories, thoughts, and emotions.  That


surface was getting a little weak for Adlez's tastes, but   


it would be fine for a while yet.                     


	"Sorry um.....?" said Zealen2.                               


"Huh? Oh, Zelda." she beamed, "It's odd to think you aren't the


real Zealen--I mean the Zealen I know."  


"I can imagine it will take some time to get used to."       


Zealen2 said as Adlez put on a cute little face. Zealen2    


stepped out the door but stopped for a second and stared at 


her, probably trying a psi scan, then he left.              


Adlez's face reverted back to her angered look as she sat   


back down next to Dakey, his face just about made her sick     


everytime she looked at it. She noticed Zealen2 converseing 


with Ganthet and Ganthet2. "Great now he knows there is something going on." she  


said quietly to Dakey, "It's all *your* fault. When I get the chance   


you will surely be the first to go."               


        Adlez cringed slightly when she noticed she had said it     


aloud, but all the other kids seemed to be sleeping.  She   


glared down at Dakey and finally pushed him off her lap.    


Disgusting little creature.  She stood and wiped off her    


dress, what was wrong with Zelda that she wore such hideous 


things? Adlez shook her head and pasted a smile over her    


face as she headed towards the door, just in case they saw  


her. She listened very carefully to try to figure out if    


they were talking about her 'odd actions'.                  


	Entropy2 cursed silently as he locked the door to the room he


was keeping Tala in behind him, he knew either she rested or


she'd die.  And he wouldn't let her die.  Now for this      


"Woman" she was talking about. 


                                                            


MEANWHILE


                                                            


	"Et tu, Adlez?" Whispered a voice, apparently from nowhere.  


"Huh?" She looked around.  "Who said that?"  Suddenly, a     


shadow left from one of the room's corners shifts, and a    


tall man with a mask, his clothes black like night, and     


fingers that look at least a foot long steps out.  "Good    


evening.  I heard your little thoughts back there and I have


to say that I can't let you hurt the brat."                 


  "What the hell are you?"  She said, looking disgusted.    


  "Call me Kage.  I'll be your soul remover for tonight."   


He hissed a laugh, in a constant whisper whenever he talked.


	Before Adlez could react, Kage lept across the room,        


flinging Dakey and pinning her to a wall    


with one spindly hand.  The child, seemingly unhurt and     


still sleeping, slowly drifted to the floor.  "Now, just    


need to ditch the disguise, and we can get to work..."  With


that, his mask fell away, revealing...nothing.              


	He didn't have a face.  Adlez's eyes opened wide as he    


placed his other hand over her forehead, a sigil burning    


into it.  "Don't worry, I won't be hurting your other       


personality, or the kid.  But you, unfortunately, Mystery   


says, are quite expendable."  He closed the gap between  


them, and if he had a mouth he would have smiled.  "That    


kid's too important to have him gotten rid of now.  Say     


goodbye to the world of the living."                        


  Adlez screamed as her soul was pulled from Zelda's body.  


	With Adlez and Zelda both gone, the body they inhabited fell


 lifelessly to the ground..well, *almost* lifelessly. 


All involuntary functions were proceeding as if nothing had 


happened, luckily.  It was a bit of a force of habit, the   


cycle would continue but without one controling it, it would


slowly stop and there would be nothing for them to return   


to. 


                                               


	 Tala2 rested, well, physically. After all, she hurt too    


much to move, it hurt to breathe, even. But her mind, ahh,  


that was working just fine now, thank you very much.        


 ~Entropy!~                                                 


He stopped, looking around. How had she gotten..            


 ~I'm in your mind. Lovely place that it is.~               


She was mad, he grinned, but only for a moment.             


~You know that I'm going to get you for this, right?~       


 She didn't wait for a reply, as she went on.               


~The woman..she saw something that she shouldn't have. But  


you won't be able to find her, she's gone.~                 


~Gone?~


~Yes... don't ask how I know, trust me. She did what she    


wanted to do, then left. I just have this sense though..    


something very wrong is going to happen. Look for.. look for


that shadow woman..~                                        


 	He paused for a moment, her voice had begun to trail off, 


as if she was falling asleep. He hoped that was all it was,   


but then he heard something else. Something faint. Almost   


as if she was struggling to get it out, like how a dying person


speaks their last wish.                                     


 ~I love you..always.~                                      


	He almost turned to go back, to check on her. But if she    


said something was going to happen, it more the likely      


would. Besides, she was most likely out of it because of the


pain. And didn't know what she was saying.                  





	"Welcome back, Nokomis.  To your doom!"  


Mystery threw the first "punch".  It sends her flying.  She recovers and      


lands.                                                      


~Strong.  Seems he has a mastery over the astral plane.    


And that could be dangerous.~  She countered with a huge     


shadow in the form of a fist, slamming him into the ground. 


But as she tried to bring it back, it became a yellow      


checked mess and wraps around her.                          


~Stupid!  I was too slow!~


"You forget, the psionic plain increases your powers        


according to the strength of your mind.  And too bad for you


it appears mine is stronger!" Mystery said.                 


"It's not over yet, buddy."  She raised her arms and the    


shadows rise up and push away the turned ones.  "I have     


tricks of my own!"                                          





	Zelda had been..floating..for lack of a better word..for    


what seemed an eternity..she couldn't remember ever doing   


anything else..couldn't even remember the CFs..life.. With  


that, she had let go completly and was being sucked into     


limbo. But, as Adlez was wrenched away, she was taken with  


her.  They were and always would be, one and the same.      





NEAR THE HOSPITAL





	 The wall suddenly came crashing down as Ganthet      


enters. He'd heard the scream.  "Not one move," he said as  


he drew his sword.                                         


   "You think you can hurt me, little warrior?  You'd not   


even want to try," Kage says.  "I only came for Adlez....but


you'd be a bonus.  Mystery doesn't like you."  He shot out


a beam that would drain away at Ganthet's soul.   There's   


feedback.                                                   


   "Two bad I've got two souls.  I am two.  You are one. 


You cannot win." 


  "It just means I'll have to try harder."  He fired again, 


this time causing the big CF pain.    


	Suddenly, from within 


him, Solara emerges.  Her light caused him immense pain.    


When she came into contact with him, there was a flash of    


energy.  He is sent away or killed or something.  Ganthet    


didn't care.                                                


	   A very human, solid girl was lying on the floor.         


"Ganthet?  Is that you?  It's getting so dark....," she     


says.  Ganthet reached out to cradle his friend....and she   


died in his arms.  Her crystal floated up and bonded with his,


changing his body from white crystal to gold crystal.


   "Rest well my little friend.  You fought as hard as any  


of us...for one so young and touched by tragic              


circumstances. Mystery will pay."                        


   


ASTRAL PLANE





	Kage suddenly appeared in the astral plane, his mask back


on, apparently winded.  "Boss, we have a-" he noticed    


Nokomis.  "Problem."                                        


  "Kage, take care of this wench.  I have other business to 


attend to." Mystery said.                                   


  "But boss-"                                               


  "Just do it!"  Kage grumbled for a second, then mystery   


vanished.                                                   


  "So, you like shadows too?  Hm.  So I finally meet someone


I've got something in common with.  You can remove the      


illusion, False faces don't really do much here."           


  "Pardon?"  Nokomis asked, as he moved closer.  "How dare   


you say this isn't my face!"                                


  "What?!  It's your real face?" He looked shocked.          


  "Why wouldn't it be?"                                     


  He removes his mask.  "My gods...You're hideous!"         


  "I thank you for the moving compliment.  Goodbye."  He    


lunged at her, claws outstretched.  "How did you keep your  


face?  TELL ME!"  He caught her in an iron grasp, his      


spindly fingers slowly squeezing the life from her.  "TELL  


ME!!!"  She struggles for a moment, before pushing on his   


hands with her shadows to try and get him to let go.  To her


shock, they pass right through.  "Your shadows won't work.  


now tell me how you kept your face!  NOW!!"                 


	Meanwhile, Entropy2 suddenly stopped in the hallway.  He    


could feel his sword hum slightly.  ~Black soul.  Fighting. 


Astral.~ It told him, speaking into his mind.  ~Shadow      


slave...Shadow bride...One must fail.~                      


  "Wonderful.  I hate it when you get cryptic.  Now, what do


I do?"                                                      


  ~She knows...She alone knows...~                          


  "Who?"                                                    


  ~Beloved...~                                              


  "Tala?  How-"                                             


  ~All right, I'm sick of this.  Go to her NOW!~  The sword 


suddenly barked.  Entropy2 jumped slightly, it'd never been 


this...ticked before.                                       


  He immediately turned and ran for Tala2's room.           


	  At the castle, Entropy's eyes suddenly snapped open, a    


bright red glow emanating from them.  Making sure not to    


wake Tala, he almost mechanically got up, got dressed,      


grabbed his sword, and went out, the brand on his shoulder  


glowing with a blood-red light.  "Seek...Home...." he said  


as he went to a window, leaping out and landing perfectly in


the parking lot.  He started walking into town, smiling as  


he continued.  "Collect...ingredients...fix...fate...stay...


or...kill...."                                              


                                    


JUSTAR        


                                              


	Zaria watched through the mystical pool as there was a      


bright flash and everything was gone, Crystalia, the Crystal


Fighters, and Sentinei. She knew the only way that          


Crystallia would have been destroyed was if Sentinei had    


died. "Goddess why didn't I help him?" Zaria asked the    


heavens.                                                    


As if to answer the glowing figure of the Goddess of Light  


appeared at her side, "My child," she stroked Zaria's raven  


black hair and a    


moment of calm overwhelmed the ArchMage.                              


"Goddess why have I been blessed with your visit?" Zaria    


choked out the question.                                    


"My child you are in great fret as of late. I am here to   


ease you, first I will tell you that the Crystal Fighters   


have survived, knocked off course, but still fighting for    


justice, and second I bring you news of Sentinei."           


	Zaria sat up rigid at the mention of the name "I know that he is


dead."                                                       


"My child, the spirit never dies, you know that by now, his 


spirit has been reborn to the world of the living, he serves


to better it, as he did in his place in the heavens he      


called Justar."                                              


Zaria had regained a smile, "Sentinei, alive?!?!?! You must    


take me to him." It wasn't much short of a command.


"I'm sorry but that cannot be done  He is not what  


you knew, he is a new being now, forming new memories, a new 


life, one that sadly enough will be without you."            


"But...."                                                   


	"Hush child, do not fret. Remember he is    


well, there are more pressing matters at hand, your student 


Zelda she has become lost, her consiousness has turned down 


the wrong path and has found its self stuck in limbo,       


leaving her physical body to be left to die a dry empty     


husk, you must find her and guide her down the right path"  


the Goddess of Light smiles giving Zaria not even the      


chance to ask another question before there was a flash of   


light and she has departed.                         





ASTRAL PLANE





	Nokomis growled in anger. And then, she recalled the lovely 


talking to Mystery had given her. If she couldn't use a     


shadow on him, why not make it solid? She hadn't tried it   


before, but perhaps it would work here, on this plane.      


 Inky black fingers began to creep up from the ground,      


traveling up and around Kage's legs. Instead of passing     


through him, she concentrated on making them solid.It was   


hard, considering the fact that she was starting to black   


out from not getting enough air.                            


	 She waited until they had wrapped around his middle, and then, 


she closed her eyes. The shadows remained intangable, 


and then, with a slight thought, they became solid. And,    


they held Kage in a vice-like grip. She had them wrapped    


directly around his diaphram, so when they started to       


squeeze, he dropped her. She sank to her knees, breathing in


two great gulps of air, and then she looked up at Kage. Who 


had already managed to get free. As he advanced on her     


again, she held up a hand.                                  


	 "If you want to know how I'm able to keep my face, you     


won't touch me again. The moment you do, I'm gone, and that  


information, is gone wih me." She looked up at him, eyes narrowed in anger. Although, his power attracted her, he had royally ticked her off.   





ELSEWHERE      


                                                            


	Tala's mind was floating, going through memories. As a     


young child, attending royal, stuffy parties... ...as a teenager,


the day she learned her father was a black mage, and she    


herself, had an evil within her, that she must always       


control. As an adult, joining the CFSE's. Entropy..         


 He was the extreme in her life. She could be flying, or in 


the depths of despair with him. Her mind shifted, alighting  


on something else. A woman, her? facing off with a man.. A  


man of shadows. She shivered. Something wasn't right here,  


and it was so cold. So cold. The man and woman were alike,  


both black.. however, one was master, the other slave. She  


was to help, but how? A face..  a face. He wanted his face, 


but the woman didn't have it. She however, had managed to   


keep her own. But of course, since she wasn't real. Her body


was gone. However, he could make his face, didn't he know   


that?                                                       


	Tala streched, reaching out for Entropy. His warmth lingered


behind, but he- was gone. Gone?!? She sat upright, and      


blinked. He was gone.                                       


 ~Another one I've scared off..~ She muttered to herself    


mentally, and then picked up the pillow he had been using.  


And dropped it again almost as quickly. Great. Something was


wrong, and she had to go find him, to help. She got out of  


bed, almost tripping over the sheets she was wrapped up in,


in her haste. She mutterd a curse, and then headed out of   


his room, to hers, to go get dressed. How in the world was  


she going to find him? After all, how did one hunt a hunter?





ASTRAL PLANE





	Nokomis watched him seem to debate over this. And then she  


frowned. She rose, and he sprung again. But passed right    


through her, as she had made herself into a shadow.         


 "Idiot!" She hissed.                                       


"There is someone else here. If you weren't so intense on   


your prize, you would sense it too. No wonder your shadows  


were able to take control, as it appears you have no        


control!"                                                   


 Oops. The words were a mistake, as he grew angered again.  


This time, she was not able to move quickly enough, and they both 


fell to the ground as he landed on her.                     


	Mystery stepped out in front of Kage.                         


"Hey, we WERE in the middle of something here!  You can     


finish with her after I do." 





HOSPITAL


   


	Dakey slowing came awake. He scanned his surroundings ~Where


am I!?!?!~ then he remembered he was at the hospital with   


Zelda. He was suprised to find he was no longer on the couch


but on the floor and he wasn't with Zelda.                   


Dakey rose to his feet and looked about the room and        


spotted Zelda lieing in a corner "Zellie, why are you over 


there?" Dakey ran over to her and shook her to wake her up  


but she didn't. She didn't wake up no matter how hard he    


tried "HELP HELP ZELLIE IS HURT!!!!" screamed Dakey.        





                                                     


JUSTAR                                                      


                                                            


	Zaria began to pace back and forth, the calm of the goddess 


fading as she worked herself up to a cold fury. 'The way it 


had to be'..she thought of all the incidents she had gone   


against any morality a sane being would posses to make      


such happen.  But now she had found that fate had never     


needed her help.  All her efforts for all the millenia she  


had been alive (she had lost count way back) had been       


completly useless. Fine. She could accept that.  She had    


done it all of her own free will, had turned herself into   


what she was..or had she? Her mentor in magic.. She hadn't  


actively remebered that time for years..she had made vows   


there..and broken them.  But the old woman who had tutored  


her and two others..she must be dead now..it was she that   


had set Zaria to the task of following the oft cruel whims  


of fate.  





ASTRAL PLANE





  "But sir, she-" Kage hissed, looking up at Mystery.       


  "No.  Leave now.  And didn't I tell you to take care of   


that other alternate?  The spare soul in the elf girl?"     


  "That's just it, some...light creature stopped me.  Boss, 


I can kill her now, her powers don't affect me!  We'll be   


rid of her!"  Mystery's hand crackled with power, and Kage  


would've flinched if he'd had a face.  "Boss, please-"      


  "I told you, go kill that soul.  I'll give you hers when  


I'm done."                                                  


  "I have the soul already, boss, it's just that-"          


  "SILENCE!"  Mystery scowled.  


	"If you're done with that,  


then go deal with the rebel leader.  If he dies, the public 


suspects the queen and we get all the bloodshed we need.    


Now go.  Or do I have to remind you who is in command here?"


 Kage shrank away, loosing his hold on Nokomis, and allowing


her to breathe again.  "Yes...sir.  I will start            


immediately."  He then glared at Nokomis as his mask snaps  


back on, illusionary blue eyes staring back from the        


porcelain face.  "You would have been lucky to die by my    


hand.  But now you get a greater honor.  I'll enjoy drinking


your soul after the boss finishes."  He then opened a shadow,


sinking into it and vanishing.            


    "Damn loose cannon.  I'm sorry.  Good help is so hard to    


find this day and age."  He grabbed Nokomis by the throat and 


picked her up.  "Now, where were we?" 


                                                            


HYRULE                                                      


 


 	Zaria clenched her fists tightly, turning her     


knuckles white.  If she was here right now... Torture?      


No. It was useless and would only fuel the fire.  It was too


bad the old woman was dead or Zaria would kill her.  For all


she had done..for this magic, what had it even gained her?  


Pain, and more pain. And of course, so that it could ~never~


happen to another.  


	Magic...Zelda...she was lost the goddess


had said..in limbo was it? Lucky her.  Zaria supposed she   


was obligated to help. But what good were obligations?  


More chains around a steel cage.  She blinked away the image


and with a start saw Justar again.  She was still here.     


Why? There could only be one reason.  Her isle was no longer


a place of  solace.  Nowhere was, only death.  





NEAR THE HOSPITAL





	Ganthet had eventually found the strength to get up.  His   


emotional state was a wreck.  He found some of the others. 


"I've got bad news.  Some....creature tried to steal Zelda's


soul and may have succeded but I also heard him mention      


Adlez.  Solara dove him off, but she paid the ultimate      


price.  Her Crystal bonded with mine, changing my           


coloration.  We may have great problems ahead."             


   "Not good," Pyro said.





ASTRAL PLANE                                   





	"Where were we? I was just about to try and kill you."      


 She laughed. Mystery began to squeeze tighter, but she just


continued to laugh and laugh. Then, the form that he was    


squeezing, began to curl itsself around his arms.           


 Nokomis tapped his shoulder, and he turned to look at her, 


blinking. How had she gotten away?                          


 "Surprise, a$$hole." 


She then punched him, hard, sending him staggering back. The


shadows that had curled around his wrists changed into      


iron-hard cuffs.                                            


 "Stronger mind, you said. Well, since your little lackey   


happened to tick me off, I decided not to be so nice."      


He slipped out of the cuffs, as she had expected, and       


rushed. She stepped back smoothly, then stuck out one foot, and 


helped him down to the ground.                              


	 "Well, that was rather expected. Don't you have any new    


tricks?"  His fingers grabbed her wrists, jerking her down, hard. As 


she fell, he rolled, so she landed on the ground, with him  


on top of her. All of her breath left her in a whoosh.      


	 Mystery once again went for her throat, and she wondered   


for a second if he had some vampire in him from before.     


Instead of going for his hands, which he more then likely    


expected, she formed a small dagger using the shadows. Even 


though it wouldn't do much damage, it would get him off of  


her. Which it did, as soon as she embedded it into his      


stomach. As he let go of her, she made the it disappear,   


and pushed him off. Then she stood up, and chuckled         


slightly.                                                   


	 "We, are most likely, some of the most powerful people in  


the world, yet here we are, fighting like a bunch of lowly  


mortals. I'm disappointed in you, Mystery. I really expected


something better."                                          


 And for that, she felt something clamp around her ankles.  


She looked down, hands? What the? When she looked back,     


Mystery was standing before her, a knowing look on his face.





HYRULE





	With no indication of   


magic use she teleported to Hyrule.  The other Zelda had givin her a  


room before and this was where she appeared.  Then she      


continued her thoughts.  Death.  Whether it was a complete  


end to existance..or a gate to some afterlife she didn't    


care.  Even eternal torture by demons some believed in had  


to be better than this.  She laughed without even a hint of 


humor.  Suffering for someone elses idea of sin? She didn't 


believe it.  The only one that could judge her 'sins' was   


herself.  But then, there were always the whys of like.     


Were they all just pawns in some game of the immortals? She 


smiled grimly at the thought.  It made a kind of grotesque  


sense.  





ASTRAL PLANE





	"Mistake, number one."     Mystery backhanded her, and Nokomis felt blood begin to trickle from the side of her mouth.                                 


 "Mistake number two, thinking that you are even on an equal


level with me. Kage thought so as well, and now look at     


him."  


 Nokomis growled.                                           


"Mistake, number three. Allowing me to choose the place of  


battle. But it doesn't matter either way, because I could   


beat you at any time. No matter the place."                 


	 As he had been reciting, her anger had grown. When he      


looked at her again, her eyes were fully black. No pupil, no


iris, in fact. it was rather like staring into the empty eye


sockets of a skull. Nokomis was enraged. How dare he think, 


that he was better then her. Her line had been wrecking     


havoc in the world before this pup was even born.           


 Mystery didn't even flich, an act, most likely. All she    


could control was the shadows, after all, most of her power 


was still with Tala.                                        


	 Suddenly, she began to speak in hissing tones, in a tounge


he couldn't quite make out. Then she make a gesture with her


left hand, just a simple twisting of her fingers. A low     


circle of shadows appeared around him, growing higher as she


continued to speak. They danced around him like flickering  


flames. He remained standing there, amused. Did she really  


think that she could hurt him? She was already beat, might  


as well allow her to try and make a last stand before he    


broke her, and gave her to Kage.                            


	 Nokomis uttered a few last words, and the shadows turned a 


bile green color. And it glowed. Mystery blinked, what was  


this? Then she smiled for a moment, darkly.                 


 "This is for Tala."                                        


Then the flames engulfed him, burning his outer skin only.  


As he sank to his knees, in pain, she sank to hers as well, 


spent. That spell had taken a lot out of her, she was sure  


she wasn't going to be able to cast it. Her eyes slowly     


returned to normal as she watched his flesh drip away. 


	 And she waited, he was so powerful, she was sure he was    


going to try to do something. Either that, or have Kage try 


to do it for him. She laughed.                              


 "C'mon Mystery.. I don't have all day to wait for your all 


powerful a$$ to kick mine. Come on and get it over with."   


 And then she just laughed and laughed.  





HOSPITAL





	Instantly, Zealen2 and Ganthet2 came running in. Zealen2   


reached for Zelda. "What happened? ...is she dead?" asked         


Ganthet2.                                                   


Zealen2 felt for a pulse, "It is there....but something is     


wrong," he scanned her mind. "There is nothing there.."          


"Nothing where?"                                            


"In her mind in her body--nothing it's like her soul has    


been pulled away but her physical being is not dead." said   


Zealen2.                                                    


"You mean her soul has been taken somehow?"                 


"Yes we must find it."              





HYRULE





	"This is a game you will NOT win!" she shouted.     


There was no one around to care--she could afford to let    


loose her emotions, they had been running rampany anyway.   


Her eyes were a sizzlingly cold blue.  Her mentor had always


said she could do quite a lot when she put her mind to      


it..especially with the Godesses' "gift" (curse was more    


more like it) of magic..wait.  Her eyes went wide as she saw


both her mentor and the goddess..their "auras" actually (not


of color, but of feeling) superimposed over each other.  How


could she have not seen it?!  


	They were one and the same!


	Zaria had lost her calm, her control.  Violently, she hurled chaotic energy around the   room until she was panting with the effort.  Her eyes were  


glazed over and despite her fatigue she sent out more       


chaotic energy.  "TAKE ME!" she screamed with all her might,


then let loose a string of colorful curses aimed at the     


heavens (in all her time she had learned quite a few, but   


had ~never~ used them, she felt cursing was a useless outlet


as well as an indication of a loss of control) but deep down


in her heart she knew, even if she wasn't ready to let      


herself know it, she understood the goddess and agreed--she 


was mostly angry at herself.  Suddenly she felt herself     


being shaken, hard.  She shook her head and blinked,        


clearing away the red wave that had fallen before her eyes. 


   





ELSEWHERE


                   


	Tala suddenly felt herself wrenched from the street she had  


been walking down. One moment she was there, the next,      


she was standing next to a rocking, laughing Nokomis, and a 


burnt.. thing?                                              


 "Nokomis.. what did you do?"                               


She was horrifed. That had been, was still? A person.       


 "Payback... dear sister. He mangled Tala, and now, he     


carries the same scars."                                    


 Her voice was calm, deadly so.                             


"Then why did you bring me here? I have no reason to be     


involved in your fight."                                    


 "Oh, I think you do. I really think you do. After all, he  


wants me. And to get me, he must have you."                 


 "WHAT??!!"                                                 


"You heard me. Most of my powers and abilites reside within 


that Crystal. And you thought Father was magicly inclined,  


correct?"                                                   


 "Yes..."                                                   


"Oh, Father was magic all right. His blood was. After all,  


you have demon blood in you, sister."                       


 "NO.. You lie!"                                            


"Oh yes.. Tala. I control the shadows, true. But shadows are


what? Merely the devil's playground. And even though you are


a being of the light, it taints you. And that is what will  


become of you and Entropy. Is that blood, and the man that     


knows you have it."                                         


She then laughed again.                                      


 "But now, back to business. You have to finish this. I     


can't."                                                     


 "I won't kill him."


"You won't? Even though he would kill you and yours in a    


heartbeat?"                                                 


 As they bickered, neither of them noticed Mystery beginning


to move.                                                    


Mystery began to reform as he shakily stood.                


"Fine, listen to the sister who has caused you tremendous   


pain, girl.  I'm not after you.  In fact, I possess what is 


needed to take her and leave you be.  But more importantly, 


I know what she has planned for you.  And it's not pretty." 


                                                            


MEANWHILE 





UA and T turned a corner only to run into the big guys.  They 


stepped back.                                                  


"Uh-oh." UA mumbled.                                        


"You're comin' with us, girl!"                              


"Yeah!  Da boss wants to speak witcha!"                     


"Hold it!  She owes you money?" UA asked.                    


"Uh...yup."                                                 


"Do you have proof?"                                        


"Of course we have...uh, proof?"                            


"Yeah.  You know, a record that she owes your boss money."  


The two guys looked at each other.  "You don't have a record."


They shook their heads.  "I thought so.  How do we know this


isn't a scam, huh?  Look, go back and tell your boss if he  


wants his money back, that he should give you guys a record 


to prove it.  Now get going and don't come back without it!"


They start moving off.                                      


"Sorry."                                                    


"I'm sorry."  T turned to UA.                                


"I can't believe that worked."                              


"Me niether.  Come on."  They started moving again.





HYRULE





	"Zaria! ZARIA!" a voice yelled desperatly at her.  She took 


a deep, gasping breath and looked around.  What had she     


done?! The room..though it looked nothing like a room       


now..it was..there aren't words for what the chaotic energy 


did to it.  Zaria stared at the person who had been shaking 


her, "Z-zelda?" Zelda breathed a sigh of relief.  The castle


had started shaking..oddly..it was DEFINATLY not an         


earthquake, and everyone had left.  Almost everyone.  Link  


was beyond what was left of the door.  Even with their      


combined magic they could only get one through Zaria's      


magic, and then only barely.  Zelda was completly exhausted 


and sore both inside and out.  She hadn't been sure that she


would survive, Zaria was more powerful than she had even    


imagined and it seemed like she had gone completly insane.  


She could guess why though.             





ASTRAL PLANE





Tala just arched a brow at Mystery. Before she could speak, another    


voice joined into the confusion.                            


 "You say that after what you did, and are about to do?"    


The other Tala appeared as a ghost.                         


 "Just want to take her away.. you just want to add to your 


own greedy powers. If I was Tala, I'd kill you.. here and   


now; but I'm not."                                          


 She then turned to look at Tala, and shook her head         


slightly.                                                   


 "He could be speaking the truth, but even if he was, it's  


cloaked in mystery. Hence his name. If I were you, I'd      


leave this place, as soon as you can. And take your sister  


with you."   





HYRULE





	There were glassy tears now    


falling from Zaria's eyes.  No wonder she was half-mad, who 


could possibly survive all that she had gone through? And   


Zelda didn't even know the half of it, she was positive that


she didn't even ~want~ to know.  "Zaria..are you all right?"


she asked, VERY worriedly.  Zaria was shaking her head      


slowly, though looking at Zelda with odd unseeing eyes.     


"I-I'm sorry.." she got out.  Not only was she cursed, she  


WAS a curse.  How could she have done this to her...friend? 


Were they friends? Zelda had given her such hospitality..she


had just been..nice.  And now this.  It was too much, Zaria 


collapsed.                                                            


	It took Zaria a while to recover from her collapse..if      


recover was really the word.  Zelda was worried, she had    


that same faraway, little caring, look that she had when she


had taken that knife.. But..it didn't feel the same.        


Somehow this time was different.  Zaria was not after       


suicide, at least not without some form of..justice? Fate's 


fulfilment? Who could know what went on in that ageless     


mind of hers.        





ASTRAL PLANE





	Tala mulled this all over, and Tala2's form began to        


disappear as suddenly as it had appeared. It seemed Entropy2 


was trying to wake her up.   As her 'other' left, she looked at Mystery again, and 


knelt down to begin freeing Nokomis' ankles.                      


	"Even though I don't totally trust your words, I will give  


you a ten minute hearing, and then I am gone. And if you try


anything, I will kill you here and now, even if it isn't a  


lasting death. You don't understand the full story behind   


us. I need Nokomis alive, until I can get back home. And    


then, when I don't need her anymore.."                      


 She trailed off, waiting. He still hadn't said anything.    


 "Well?"                                  


	He smiled.  "You have made your choice already.  I can sense it.  


But there's one mystery you have yet to uncover...and that      


mystery will play out in my favor.  So go, leave.  Take your


sister.  We are done here.  It is time to increase my minor 


victory.  There is just one thing I need."  He sends out a  


yellow tentacle at her, and it goes right through her chest.


It comes back and he fades out.


Tala's eyes flutter open and sits up.  She rubs her         


chest...her crystal is gone.                                


                                                            


ELSEWHERE





Mystery smiles and laughs.  "One down, three to go."        





HYRULE                                                      


                                                            


	Zelda wasn't sure if she should speak with Zaria..but it was


obvious that Zaria was not going to come to her.  Of course,


she had always been a bit quiet.  Even before all           


this..unless you thought of before as way back whenever she 


had met Leader.  From what   


she could tell, that had been millenia before Zelda had even


been born.  Was Zaria ready to let someone close? Zaria     


hadn't exactly pushed away their ovatures of friendship..but


she hadn't exactly welcomed them.  She wondered if Zaria    


and..Sentinei was it?..if they had had some sort of falling 


out.  She almost laughed at the thought, people with such   


power and wisdom in a conflict of teenage reminiscent       


'intrigue'? 





ASTRAL PLANE





"Damnit."                                                   


 Tala growled, she was gonna find him..                      


"And do what?"                                              


 Nokomis laughed. Tala blinked.                               


"What are you doing..out.. I thought you.."                 


 "How easy one forgets. I already told you and Entropy the  


rules of this place. Now, how are we going to find him?"    


 "I can't Mystery took my.."                                


"You mean these?"                                           


 Nokomis holds up a wide silver band, affixed in the middle 


is the now joined crystal.                                  


	 "Oh yes, he has your 'Crystals'.. the old ones. He doesn't 


have this one.."                                            


 "How did you manage..."                                    


"Easy. When I brought you there, I thought of how your      


Crystals were. So, all he has is the phasing, the           


telekinetic, and the magic one. One of them should          


malfuncion though. I couldn't quite recall all the spells   


Father knew."                                               


 	Tala just blinked. Mystery was going to be a little..      


"Mad? I hope so. Now, let's go find your.. well, whatever he


is. I need to rest anyway."                                 


 Together, they walked off, Tala putting on the choker as   


they went. 





HYRULE





	But now, more than ever Zaria seemed much more  


humaniod.  Well, there..silent wraith that she was.         


"Zaria?" she called softly, but the ArchMage..looking as    


much like a wilted flower as a person could..made no        


acknowlagment to her presence. Her midnight black hair was  


covering her face; it was impossible to tell if her eyes    


were even open.  Zelda knelt down by her, "Zaria..you can't 


just..just sit there forever." It was so inadequate..what   


~could~ she say? She couldn't put words to what she meant.  


"Forever." Zaria echoed, "Who would want to?" Zelda gave her


a strange look and tried again, putting a hand on           


Zaria's..so cold..shoulder. 





ELSEWHERE





	Tala2's eyelids fluttered open.                             


 "Wha'... my head..."                                       


Everything was blurred, but someone was standing over her. She


couldn't tell quite who it was.                             


 "Wha'..what do you want...?"               


Entropy2 looks down at her, concerned.  "C'mon,     


Tala.  Stay with me here, I need you."                      


  "Wh...what?"  Tala2 asked, still out of it.               


  "It's me, okay?  It's Entropy."                           


  "Entropy...why did you..."                                


  "Come back?  You honestly expect me to go out looking for 


someone I don't even know, while you practically have your  


foot stuck in death's door?  Now wake up.  Sleep isn't      


exactly the best thing for you now."                        


	  "But...Entropy-"   "Just don't say anything.  They're gonna keep an 


eye on   you, the doc's on his way.  Just stay with me."             


  "Stay...with you..." She mumbled, falling back unconsious.


  "Tala, come on, stay up!  I'm not gonna lose you like     


this, wake up!"  He shook her by the shoulders, trying to   


jar her awake.  "Tala, just stay with me.  Please."     





HYRULE





	"At least tell me what happened!


Why did you come back so soon? What happened with Sentinei?"


Zaria's head snapped up, fixing Zelda with an intense           


bluish-purple stare.  But it was only for a moment, without 


another movement a blast of energy shot out from her,       


throwing Zelda across the courtyard. Or, she would have if  


not for the tree blocking her path.  Zelda let out a cry as 


she hit the tree and slid down a little. She shook her head 


to clear away the stars and got back to her feet, but Zaria 


had stood up, and turned away.  She made a small            


unintellagable noise. 





MEANWHILE





	  Entropy stalked down an alleyway, his eyes still red.  A   


pair of common thugs leaned up against the wall, looking at   


him strangely.                                              


	  "Hey, what have we here?"  Said one around the cigarette  


in his mouth.  Entropy suddenly turned, sensing the malice in


his mind.  He abruptly whipped out his sword, and in one clean


stroke cleaved off the man's head.  His companion's jaw     


dropped as the other thug slumped to the pavement, then bolted  


as Entropy looked at him.  Entropy turned back to the body,   


dipping a finger in the growing pool of the man's blood.  He


tastes it, then spits it out.  "Not good.  Not pure.  Need  


pure.  Need dark.  Only then...home."  


	Entropy quickly  stood, walking out of the alleyway, and towards 


a nearby   park.  He then suddenly stopped, turning to a nearby path.    


Pure blood.  Very dark.  One...no, two vessels.  One pure   


dark.  Excellent.  He slowly stalked down the path, his eyes


flaring red.                                                


  Right towards Tala and Nokomis.  





"NEW YORK"





	"Well, I often walk alone. It's good exercise and clears my 


mind. As for the way I'm dressed...I dress the way I like   


and this is how we dress at home." Eme stated matter of     


factly.   


"Oh, I see.  Usually that's how one dresses to entertain    


company is all."  Eme just stared and tooks a quick sip of  


water.                                                      


"What of you?  You're dressed no less fancy." Eme asked.      


"Well, I just came from a business meeting.  That's all."   





OUTSIDE


                                       


	Tala suddenly heard something, turning around.          


  "...Entropy?"  He stalked right up to her, looking at      


Nokomis.                                                    


  "Out of my way."                                          


  "Entropy, where were you?  What happened?"  Tala asked,   


looking concerned.  He glared at her, his eyes flaring red. 


  "I said out of my WAY!"  Without another word, he grabs   


Tala's shoulder, then flings her off into the nearby bushes.


 He continues towards Nokomis.  "You will come with me."    


Despite being stunned due to his behavior, Nokomis reacted   


quickly, gathering her shadows around her.                  


	  "Fat chance, loverboy."  She suddenly rushed at him, her  


shadows enhancing her strength as she swung.        


Unfazed, Entropy matched her move for move, blocking and    


avoiding when necessary, then finally grabbing her arm.     


  "You will come with me."  He said evenly.  Nokomis, in    


return, kneed him in the gut.  Entropy's grip held, and he 


didn't even react to the blow.  Instead, he twisted her arm 


around and there was the sound of bone snapping.  Nokomis stifled a


yell of pain, then kicks him again, this time in the head.  


	Entropy released his grip, then looks at her.  "You WILL    


come with me or be slain."   "Then I guess I get killed again."  Nokomis 


sneered through clenched teeth.  





HYRULE





  	Zaria turned away, her eyes slightly glassy, "I'm sorry.."


she said softly.  Whether Zelda heard she wasn't sure if she


even cared. She couldn't stay. She had to keep them         


away..she'd only hurt them.  But the thought of going back  


to her empyness was daunting..frightining.  How had she     


lived so before? She shook her head, it didn't matter.  She 


had to leave and..had to have a bit of a talk with the      


Goddess of Light. Zaria tried to keep the maliciousness out 


of her thoughts.  She also knew full well that she could    


kill, completly subliminate the Goddess but, at the cost of 


her own life.  But could she? Would she? Deep down she      


understood and knew she would not try to find Sentinei, but 


still..  She almost laughed as she realized she was still in


the courtyard. Instantly, she was gone.                 


    


"NEW YORK"





	Entropy narrowed his eyes, then with inhuman


speed hit Nokomis with a punch meant to level buildings.  She  


flew through the park, crashing into a statue and breaking 


it in half.  Struggling to get up for a moment, she quickly 


collapsed.  Entropy walked over, then picked her limp form up,


slinging her over one shoulder.  As he passed by Tala, she  


suddenly clawed her way to her feet, leaning on a tree for   


support.  "Entropy...wait..."  He stopped, turning around to  


look her in the eyes.  "Do not attempt to stop me, solid.  I


will not be denied my home."                                


	  "What...happened to you...Why are you doing this?"        


Entropy started to turn away, but suddenly stopped, a smile of 


recognition dawning on him.  "You have the dark in you as well...with purity.  You will


do."  He smiled slightly as he starts towards her.        





HOSPITAL





	Who was shaking her? She wanted to go back to sleep, the    


blessed darkness that had held her, loved her.. when       


another had forsaken her. The darkness was her friend.. her 


friend. She mumbled something, trying to get the person to  


stop. It didn't work, in fact, it made the shaking worse.   


Her eyelids fluttered open again.                           


 "Stop!"                                                    


A weak mew, not the commanding voice she had. Wait, did she 


have a commanding voice? She wasn't sure.                   


 However, it made the person stop. Thank the gods.          


"Tala?"                                                     


	 She knew that voice. Knew it well, and all the facets it   


could hold. Love, anger, warmth, sadness, happiness,        


concern.. concern.. her eyelids began to droop again.       


 "TALA! I order you, wake up right now!"                    


She snapped to. Her father had trained her too well. Even  


if she was half-dead, she would remain awake for him.       


 "Entropy?"                                                 


She croaked the question out, and then grimaced.            


 "Water..?"                                                 


She looked at him hopefully. She could really, really use a 


glass right about now. 





ELSEWHERE





	Adlez was having a hard time thinking coherantly, she wasn't


quite sure what had happened but it had almost forced a     


merge with Zelda. She mentally shuddered at the thought.    


What would she..they be like then?  What would happen to    


their individuality? Despite it all they were still one.    


Now..where WAS she? Adlez cursed, had they set loose her    


spirit? No! After gaining back physical life she was NOT    


going to relinquish it.  Besides, would they kill Zelda?    


Unless whoever it was hadn't been a CF or friend of.                 


  


OUTSIDE





	 "Entropy..?"   This wasn't Entropy, not by a long shot. 


Some..someone else.. perhaps. That, or his persona had decided to take    


center stage for once. She was worried now, and slightly    


guilty. And somewhat ticked. Nokomis was her sister, as much 


as she didn't like her. While she had been thinking, she had


been backing up as he advanced. And when her back hit the   


tree, she cursed. She had forgotten about the damned thing. 


 As Entropy made a grab for a her, slightly encumbered by   


Nokomis' body, she phased through it.        





HOSPITAL


  


	"Um...guys, did you notice the giant   spaceship 


hovering above?"  Krakken asked, limping from his   


wound.Ganthet, Pyro, Ganthet2, Krakken, Solara2 and the others  


headed outside to confront this new menace.                   


A ramp extended from the ship and Kage walked down.        


"Well," he said, "THAT got your attention."                 


	Pyro fired off a volley of energy spheres from his bionic 


arm.  They bounced harmlessly off the intruder. "Naughty,    


naughty," he said.  "You shouldn't play with matches."


He fired an energy blast that sent Pyro flying.            


	   Lark attempted to attack from behind, but he swung around


and lands a punch.  Krakken removed a dagger from his belt and tossed it.     


Kage deflected it and let it stab fly passed to hit Krakken in the shoulder.     


Solara2 and Ganthet2 tried to rush him, but he obliterated them with a blast of energy.                                


	   He stared down Ganthet.  "No little light looser to help 


you now," he said.  "What do you want, monster?"                             


   "Quite simple, little man.  I want your heart."  





OUTSIDE


               


	 "You can't get away. You know this."  And he was most likely right. 


Considering he was a hunter,  and she was...what?                                         


 ~The idiot in love with him.~                              


That sounded like what Nokomis would say to her right now,  


so she almost laughed. But it came out more like a sob. She 


didn't want to deal with this right now, not after Mystery..


and Nokomis' speech... and that was it. She had Father's    


Crystal, and some of the shadow powers.. she didn't need to 


run. Instead, as Entropy came around the tree, she was      


kneeling. Easy victory.. it seemed. Most likely, she'd go   


quietly.                                           





HOSPITAL





	Kage extended tendrils of shadow energy, but when they come into 


contact with Ganthet's body, his now golden skin gives off a


light flash and is gone.  "She did good," Kage said, "Giving


you a last measure of protection, but it's not enough."  He 


reached out again, and shadows penertrated the crystal       


warrior's body, ripping out his heart, a silver, sphereical 


piece of crystal.   Ganthet's Crystal vanished.             





OUTSIDE


         


	 He began to reach for her, and she looked up, a slightly   


sad smile touching her lips.  "Sorry, darling.. but I can't go with you at the 


moment..  and I'm afraid.. neither can my sister..."                  


 She then flung her hands out at him, two little orbs       


striking him in the chest. Pure energy. And upon contact,   


knocked him back. Nokomis fell from his shoulder. She hit   


the ground, while he crashed through a few trees. It        


wouldn't keep him down long. Tala scrambled to her feet, and


ran over to her sister's body. She knelt down again,        


touching the shadow Crystal to her. Nokomis' form turned to 


a liquid-like black substance, then back to what it was. She


sat up. 


	"What in the.." "Don't say anything, let's go!"                            


She helped her up just as Entropy came crashing through a   


tree that was still standing.                               


 "C'mon Nokomis!"                                           


Tala dragged her up. She was healed, but still out of it.   


 And they took off.                                         


Entropy grinned, stalking after them.  He would find them.  


He would find their dark.  And then he would go home.  No   


one could escape a Stygian on the hunt.  They could run all 


they liked.  He would find them.  And he would finish it.   





HOSPITAL


                                                            


	At the hospital, Entropy2 quickly poured a glass of water,   


holding it to Tala2's lips as she drinks.                   


  "Thank God."  He said, taking her hand.  "I thought I lost


you there."                                                 


  "Nnn...." was her reply as the biting wound in her side   


flared up again.  Just then, the doctor arrived, quickly    


assessing the situation.                                    


  "Not good..." he said, looking her over.  He turned to a  


nurse, just entering behind him.  "Get her into the ICU, she


needs some immediate attention here."  The nurse nodded, and


within moments, Tala2 was wheeled out of the room.  Entropy2


followed, and simply waited at the door.  He knew the       


situation, and silently prayed she would be all right.      





ASTRAL PLANE





Mystery hung up his treasure in a column of light.         


"Soon, Kage will bring me the UA Crystals, and the HEART of 


Ganthet, and then the world is MINE!"                       





OUTSIDE





	"What's up with your little boyfriend?"                     


 Nokomis panted, as they ran. Entropy remained behind them, 


his pace never changing. When they grew tired, that would be


it.                                                         


 "I don't know.. something about dark, and going home."     


Nokomis chuckled wryly. "You know what he wants, right?"    


 "Not really.. nor am I about to give it to him."           


She sounded slightly affronted, and Nokomis laughed- a      


little.                                                     


 "He wants your blood.. or my blood.. or perhaps both."     


"Well, give him some."                                      


 Nokomis blinked. Had she really said that? Then she frowned


surely she was hearing things...   


	 "If it will get him off our backs, you can go ahead and    


start bleeding, for all I care. Just to death, mind you..   


just enough so we can make a proper getaway. Or would prefer


that he took all your blood?"                               


 Nokomis started chuckling, although Tala didn't find       


anything at all funny. She was mad. At the whole world, and, 


a little, at herself. She should have known something was   


going to happen, it always did.





ELSEWHERE





  	Somewhere between life and death, Ganthet clung to life.  ~I


will not....cannot die.  There is too much to do.....to much


evil to stop.  This man cannot.....~   There was a flash of   


light....                                                   


      Inside the hospital, one of the CFSE troopers asigned


as a guard came across a crystal on the ground.   ~Wonder  


who this belongs to?~ she thought.  As she picked it up,      


there was a flash of light.                                   








OUTSIDE


                             


	 "You have that little knife with you?"  Tala wordlessly 


handed it over. Nokomis slit the inside of  


her palm, lengthwise, and a thin line of blood welled up.   


She paused for a moment, squeezing her hand, so drops of it 


fell onto the ground. When she had a small puddle, she      


nodded, and then leaned against Tala, who was looking for   


Entropy. Who was coming ever closer.                        


 "We.. we have to hide.. while..while I heal.."             


	Tala nodded, and phased into a tree. She then tugged Nokomis


to her, and used the shadows to bake a bigger base around   


the tree.  "Hopefully, this will buy us some time.."                  


Nokomis snorted, as Tala handed her the crystal.            


 "He's a hunter, Sister. You know as well as I do, that we  


have no chance. Unless, you kill him, or I do."             


 Tala just gave her a look.                                 


"Still think you can reach him, eh? Your loss."             


	Entropy stalked up to the pool, kneeling at it and dipping a 


finger in.  He quickly absorbed the entire pool into his     


body, then got up, stumbled backwards, and started laughing.


 It was a hissing, maddening cacophony, rising in volume     


until finally...                                            


	  He looked straight at Tala and Nokomis.  "Thank you, dark  


one, for a taste."  He smiled, his eyes glowing still.      


"Now, you will provide me a way home!"  With that, he lifted


a foot off the ground, hovered over to the tree, and with a  


wave of his hand, shattered it, sending pieces of wood flying


everywhere and revealing Tala and Nokomis.  "Now, beautiful 


ones," He grinned.  "Goodnight."  He gestured at them, sending


a massive charge of magical lightning into each of them,    


sending them both flying, unconsious.  





ELSEWHERE                                      


             


	UA leads T through the crowds by the hand, always moving.   


"I want to thank you for helping me...but, why?" she asked.  


"It's what I do.  Besides, I couldn't...uh-oh."  She followed


his gaze to the two goons coming at them.  "Road closed!"   


They about faced and charge off.  The goons followed.          





OUTSIDE





	Entropy hovered over to Tala, noting her struggle to stay awake.  "Now I may     


ascend freely."  He picked her up, carrying her under one   


arm, then grabbing Nokomis and slinging her over his        


shoulder.  "The Realm shall no longer be without its         


ruler..."  was the last thing Tala heard before she passed  


out.                 





HOSPITAL





 	Ganthet returned to conciousness in  


somewhat unfamiliar surroundings.   It was still the        


hospital, but not outside.  As a warrior, he'd been trained 


to recognize the signs his body gave him, and this was NOT  


his body.  He remembered Kage ripping out his heart....then 


this.  He looked through a window to see Kage about to kill  


the others.  With a running leap through the window, he     


landed a kick on the villian. 


	  "And who do you think you are, lady?"  he asked.           


~Lady?~  the words rang in Ganthet's head, but made no      


connection.  He couldn't have heard that right.  He found a 


sidearm in his possession, a laser pistol.  He took it out,


aimed, and fired.  It's intense light beam struck Kage in   


the stomach, causing him pain.  "I am so out of here," 


the villian said, "But I've got   what I came for."  


He and his ship vanished in a flash of  light.                                                      


                         





SHADOW DOME


              


	 Tala awoke, what could have been hours later, in a room     


filled with arcane signs and sigils.  She herself was       


currently in a small cage, unable to stand due to the       


cramped area.  Nokomis hung on the wall, chained to the     


center of a large pentagram.  She was still unconsious,     


obviously, but also in greater danger.  Entropy walked in   


not long after, bereft of his shirt with the brand on his   


shoulder glowing.  He turned to her.  "Ah, so one of you    


awakens at last.  You would be the lucky one.  You, of all  


people, are privileged enough to witness my ascention to my 


home.  Soon to be yours as well."                           


	  "What?"   "I have noted some nobility in you, you have the ability  


to go beyond the limits of solid form.  I shall take you    


with me when I ascend.  Then, if you are lucky, the council 


will grant you caste." "What are you talking about?!" She yelled with scorn in   


her voice.  Immediately, she tried to phase through the cage,


but was hastily stopped by some force.  She HAD to stay in. 


It was what he wanted her to do.  The thoughts flooded her  


mind, and she sank back into the cage.   "You know not what you 


deal with now, beauty.  Do not  attempt to fight me."      





BATTERY PARK                                                





	Eme and Link looked out towards the bay at the Statue of      


Crystalia against the night skyline.  A slight breeze blew 


as few people walk past them.  "It's beautiful here." Eme said.                            


"It can't compare with you." Link said.  Eme looked up at    


him, and back out at the water.                             


"Link, that's flattering, but..."                           


"But, what?"  Eme thinks.  But what?  Sorry, but I have a   


love......who's there more for everyone else than for me?  Maybe 


officializing that kiss wasn't such a good idea...I don't  


know... "  





MEANWHILE


                                 


	  "What happened to you, Entropy?  What's wrong?"           


  "How is it you know me?  All I know of you is your        


nobility and the dark in your blood."  He looked            


questioningly at her. "Did I know you when I was regressed?"


"Yes..Entropy.. you knew me."                               


 Her gaze slid to Nokomis, then back to him.                


"And I knew you.. as well."                                 


        


ELSEWHERE





	Adlez sighed inwardly after reaching toward their body, it was    


there, but so far away.. Violently, she rejected the tired   


thought, she would not let herself fall toward limbo as     


Zelda had been doing..reminded her..she had to keep Zelda   


from doing that or all her deeds would just be a waste.    





BATTERY PARK





"But--I'm seeing someone I am very in love with. He may be a 


jerk sometimes but he's my jerk." Eme said.                 


"And you haven't even noticed who I am...Do I look familiar?


Eme...Emerald as in Queen Emerald." She grinned some.       


"Eh, your majesty!" Link bent down on his knees and lowered 


his head.                                                   


"Oh get up." He did so.                                     


"I need to get home. Thank you for the lovely dinner." Then 


she was off and found herself safe in bed.                  





SHADOW DOME





             Tala wished she could figure out what had set this off. The  


dream? Their falling in love? Whatever it was, she'd        


recalled it in a heartbeat, just to have the real him back..


even if that meant that they could never be together.       


 Nokomis stirred slightly. She should have stayed in Tala's 


body. But she had been having such fun...                   


 Her eyelids opened, as she saw Entropy and Tala talking.   


Perhaps her good sister would be able to get them out of    


this.. but she just had a feeling..        





HOSPITAL


                 


          	   The others, Pyro, Lark, and Krakken, managed to get up.    


"You saved us," Pyro said.  Then, as if recognizing         


something...., "Ganthet?" Ganthet takes a sidelong 


glance into a pool of water, left  over from the storm.  


This DEFINETLY wasn't his body.       


Before he had 'commandeered' it, this had belonged to a tall, 


blond haired, vaguely elfin, female.  She seemed more       


muscular than any elf Ganthet had seen, but he chalked that 


up to his Crystal's strength enchancing powers.             


	   "So it would appear," he said.  Warrior Gods, was that   


his voice?  "I think I died....and my Crystal chose another,


but my will forced my mind along as well.  What about my    


body?"                                                      


   "A mess," Pyro said, "your heart's gone, and the rest is 


breaking up as we speak.  I...don't know what to say


Ganthet.  I'm.....I'm sorry." 


	   "We've got more important things to worry about now.     


Kage mentioned Mystery before.....who know's what he wanted 


my heart for....or Adlez.  We need the others."             





SHADOW DOME                                                  





	Tala looked sadly at Entropy.  "You most likely don't believe 


anything I'm telling you. Or well, whoever you are now.. doesn't. 


We were.. are.. in love.. And I can prove it, but I'm certain you're far more  


concerned with your.. little rising."   She slumped back in the 


cage, and folded her arms across  her chest.                                                  


 "Besides which, even if I was granted.. caste.."           


She trailed off. How to finish that line, without getting   


them both killed? She wouldn't dare stand by him as he was  


now, not even if their lives depended on it.                


	 Nokomis mutterd a curse inside her head.  *Idiot. 


Try to use your head for once, not your heart. Your 


phasing abilites might not work, but you are a telepath. And


a high one at that. Include Father's magic, and you may be  


unstoppable. Did you ever think of that?*                   


 ~You're the one that got us into this mess!~               


*Are you so sure about that? You're the one that declared   


your feelings, and what happens? He goes mad. I don't think 


I had anything to do with it.*                              


	 Tala wished she could get out of the cage.. for just a     


moment. So that way, she could rip her sister's heart.. or  


whatever was working as it- right out of her chest.         


 She heard Nokomis laugh. *That's what you need.. is the anger. 


Don't let go of it. Let it feed you, make you more powerful than whatever is    


driving him right now. But you must, I tell you; you must   


keep your wits.. or else, he will win. And we both, shall   


loose.*  


                                  





HOSPITAL





"So," Krakken asked, "anybody know where anybody else is?"  He


winced as Lark pulls the dagger from his shoulder and applied


a dressing.    "Not a clue," Pyro said.  He looked at his mechanical arm.


It was sparking and crackling.  Kage's blast had caused     


massive damage.                                             


	    "There might be a device we can use in our Rebel Quad," 


Ganthet said.   "Our's had tracking devices....their's     


should."  He led the way to the roof, where they'd landed 


the ship.                                                   


  Pyro sat down at the control console and began typing.   


"Not good," he says. "Entropy and Tala have dissapeared off


the map, I'm getting two UAs...or at least two of his       


Crystals, and I'm picking up Eme's life signs, but they're  


too hard to pick out.   We're on our own."                  


  "This device can track energy signals," Ganthet says, "you


should have had time to analize Kage's.  Can you get a fix  


on him then?"                                               


   "I think so, let me download the data from my arm's      


sensors.   Yes.....yes....YES!  I've got it."  Pyro printed  


off a set of cordinates.                                    


   "I don't like it," Lark said.  "It's just the four of us,


and we're not in the best of shape right now.  What can we  


do?" 


   "What we have to Lark.  The universe may be depending on 


us.  We're the first line of defense.  I don't want to write


anybody off, but we don't have the time to find the others,"


Krakken said.                                                


   "THIS from Kraken?  I'm surprised," Pyro said.           


   "What's that suppose to mean, Human?" Kraken shot back.


   "You've always seemed edgy.  Like you're one of us but,  


reluctantly.  Like you didn't feel the responsibility or    


justice the rest of us felt."                               


   "Really? At least I'm not a half crazy, half mechanical   


mockery!"                                                   


   "You askin' for a fight, blue-boy?"  


    "Boys!  Cut it out!" Lark yelled.  "Men....," she sighed. 


    "Oh, thank you for that reminder Lark," Ganthet said    


flatly.                                                     


    "Uh....sorry....G."


    "What was that?  I'm still the same person."            


    "It's just unsettling....and will take getting used to."


    "I didn't think you were so shallow Lark....so          


superficial."                                               


    "I SAID I was sorry!"


  "Look at us," Pyro said, "We can't even get along.  We    


can't save the world.  We're the newcommers.  Zelda, Eme,   


UA, and poor Coda and Nity.  They're the glue that held us 


together.  I mean, how many of us trusted Entropy?  How do  


we feel about Tala and Nokimiss?   We're nothing but        


second-raters."                                             


   "But....but...I mean...," Kraken says before falling     


silent.                                                     


   "I hate to admit it....but you're right," Ganthet says.  


   "This isn't the CFs I heard about," Lark says.  "Legends


said you were heroes....you're just zeroes."                


 


ELSWHERE





	Kage watched through a viewing screen.   Good,  


his last trick was working.  A simple spell, it turned them 


against each other.





MEANWHILE





{OY!  That's enough to give someone a headache!}  The       


original CFs all looked in surprise as a UA in a blue and gold


uniform appears in front of them.  The others didn't seem    


phased.                                                     


"I thought I disconnected you." Pyro2 said.                 


{Well, I reconnected me.  I think they want an explanation.}


UA said, pointing towards the originals.  Pyro2 sighed.      


"When UA was killed by Entropy and Zealen, we altered the   


jet computer to mimic his appearance holographically and his


personality.  My mistake."                                  


{Blah, blah, blah.  Simple fact, folks.  Energy signatures  


I'm picking up are screwing with our instruments.  But, not  


enough.  Though, we are cut off technically from the rest of


the world, we're not from France.  What I'm trying to say   


is, Mystery is thataway, and Tala and Nokomis are in big    


trouble thataway.} He crosses his arms in two directions.   


{Suggestions on that, people?}                              


                                                            


BATTERY PARK  


                                              


	UA and T hit a metal gate.  Literally.                      


"Out of road." T grumbled.  UA looked around.  Even if he    


broke the lock, there was no ferry here.  Won't be until at   


least 6 AM if the schedule's the same.  He then looked at the


statue. "I hope the layout's the freakin' same."  He grabbed T's arm  


and 'ports them.  The goons run into the gate and look      


around.  One points to the statue, and they take off again. 


                                                            


NOT FAR AWAY   


 


Two people flash by, moments later followed by several


goons, "Hi Eme, Bye Eme." a familier voice called while


running.  A few minutes later...                                            


"Was that--?"                                               


"My boyfriend..." Eme said.                                 


"Looks like they were in trouble.  Any idea where they'd..."


"There." Eme said, pointing to the statue after seeing the  


pink flash.





SHADOW DOME





	"Yes?"  Entropy arched an eyebrow, looking at her.  He had  


to admit, she was beautiful...and for a partial solid, she  


seemed quite...interesting, he wanted to say.  But love?    


With a solid?  Impossible.  There was no way he could       


possibly care for someone so...static.  But still, she      


was...NO, don't think of it.  He turned to Nokomis, smiling.


 "I do hope you are prepared."                              


 "Oh, no, not at all.  I'm just chained up here because I   


like being held against my will."  Entropy sneered, then    


levitated up to Nokomis, lifting her head by the chin.  "You


should at least feel happy for your twin.  She will survive 


this.  Unfortunately, however..."  


	Suddenly, a hole appeared in the ceiling, a stormcloud 


filtering through throwing lightning all over the room.  


"You will not."  Entropy  grinned.  As did Tala, as one of the 


lightning blasts struck the cage, destroying the lock and letting 


the door swing open.  





OUTSIDE THE HOSPITAL





"Hey wait for me!!!" squealed Dakey as he ran out of the    


hospital.                                                   


"Woah, where do you think you are going squirt?" asks Pyro  


as he holds Dakey back.                                     


"I'm going with ya."                                       


"Sorry little man but you aren't old enough for this mission." 


"But that guy hurt my Zellie, I wanna go!!!"                


"Let me take care of this Pyro" said Lark, pushing the       


crimson colored warrior aside.                              


"Hey Dakey." Lark kneeled down so she was eye level with him   


"Now, how do you think going and getting yourself hurt is    


going to help Zelda right now?"                             


"I don't know."                                              


"Well, I will tell you it won't do her any good, the best     


thing you can do right now is take care of Zelda and watch  


over her."                                                   


"But...."                                                   


"She is right Dak, Zelda needs you there now." says Ganthet. 


"Who are you lady!?!"


"Oh..uh...it's a long story. Just trust me and go back inside the


hospital."                                                   


Dakey turned around with a "Hmph" and stormed back inside.     


	Unnoticed, the Shadow being watched from the trees, "Go my   


friend." the man said and an odd, large, lizard creature     


scurried from his hands and chased after Dakey.       





SHADOW DOME


       


	Tala hopped out of the cage, landing silently, then almost  


ruined it by it falling over. She had been in there for a  


while.. it seemed, her legs were cramping.                  


 ~I guess the spell only worked if it was closed?~          


However, she wouldn't question what was a gift. She wobbled 


over to where Entropy was standing before her sister.       


 "Hey.. E.."                                                


He turned to look down, and blinked,. She was out? How?     


 The lightning continued to rain down around them, as they  


were all paused for a moment, waiting to see who would move 


first. It was Tala. 


	Since her father's Crystal had some     


slight ability over the weather, she would use what was     


already here. The lightning.    She concentrated on where she wanted 


to strike.  A large bluish-white bolt began aiming for Entropy and Nokomis. 


He  moved out of the way, and it struck the wall beside Nokomis.


 Nokomis felt the heat, and then glanced to her side. There 


was a hole there, and some rather dark burn marks. What was 


her sister doing? Wait a second.. if she distracted Entropy 


enough, she could get free.. aha.. now she knew what she was


trying to do...                 





OUTSIDE THE HOSPITAL                       





	"I hate to suggest it at a time like this, but we need to   


divide our forces," Ganthet said.  He made a quick division


of the groups.  So few of the CFSE that came along were     


still living.  And the other CFs were either elswhere       


or....almost gone, like Zelda.   "Pyro, your Pyro that is,  


Zealen, and Lark will go after Entropy and Tala.  Krakken,   


Pyro, our Pyro, and I will go after Kage."                  


    "Whoah G, takin' charge!" Pyro exclaimed.                


    "Grief....our Ganthet....Solara....Nity....all gone,"   


Zealen says mournfuly.                                      


    {We've got bigger problems than that,} the UA holo  


said.  {There's a weird energy around the CFs.  Zealen


try turning your PSI-emmiters on them, low power, but       


focused."                                                   


	    The Psi-blade armed warrior did as instructed.  There was


a noticable crackle of energy around Pyro, Ganthet, Lark,   


and Krakken. "I feel different....," Lark said, "Less hostile."       


  "Krakken," Pyro says, "I'm sorry about what I said."       


  "Me too Pyro....you're only a fourth crazy."              


  "Why I oughta...."  "People....please," Ganthet said.  "Any other ships we can


take?"  "There's a light shuttle in the hospital hangar bay,"  


Pyro2 said.  "The CFSE guards here use it for global travel 


when necesary."                                             


  "Right.  Lark, your group will take that.  The rest of us 


will take the Quad."                                        


   The two groups seperated and the ships lifted off, each     


heading into the unknown.                                   


                                                            


REBEL QUAD





"If either of you two numbskulls makes  


one joke.....they won't have enough left of you to fill a   


paper cup," Ganthet said with mencace in his eyes.          


   "Yes, ma'am," Krakken grinned.                              


"Why would we do that to a nice lady like you?" Pyro asked


"If we weren't in the minority right now....I'd shoot the   


both of you."                                               


    "My, my, such unladylike behavior...," Pyro said.       


    "Pyro?"                                                 


    "Yes?"                                                  


    "Shut up."  


	~Weakling.~ Adlez thought contemptuously at Zelda, she      


wasn't even trying to get back when she had the chance!     


Zelda gave up way too easily.  Adlez had been trying        


for..minutes? hours? but..time didn't really mean anything  


in the mind, not a lot anyway.  She was thankful that she   


had let out a mental line to her body..a kind of rope..when 


that person attacked her.  But she had partially lost it for


a time, now she had found it again and was tracing it       


back..all the way back..  People spoke of death..or astral  


traveling as freedom..but true freedom was the physical     


world.  Adlez knew that as fact, others were just dense.    


Ah, almost there!  She reached out around the body..*her* body..there   


was someone there. 


	Arghh. That kid again.  Well, no one else


was around, she'd get him this time.  She settled into her  


body with a kind of soundless "click", sliding into place.  


Slowly her physical functions began to return to normal and 


in a few moments she was able to open her eyes.  She sat up 


with a deep breath as her eyes lighted on Dakey. Now where  


was that knife..  Or would it be better to wait? But        


suddenly and involuntarily she shouted, "NO!"  Shaken, she  


blinked a few times and shook her head, what had happened?  





SHADOW DOME





	"NO!"   Entropy dove at Tala, knowing her plan.  She phased through


him, and as he stopped in front of the wall, she targeted him  


with a blast of lightning.  He dodged, but the blast nicked  


his shoulder.  He cried out in pain, clutching the          


half-burned brand on his shoulder.  He took his hand    


away and looked up at her, the mark was glowing again.  Red.  


"You shall....Pay for that!"  He said, slightly faltering.  


He made a quick hand motion, and his sword materialized out


of the air.  Taking it, he rushed at her.  Tala acted        


quickly, dodging as he swung at her.  As good as she was at


phasing, she knew she couldn't go through his sword.        


	  Entropy struggled for a moment, his sword stuck in the    


wall.  As he wrenched it free, Tala aimed another blast at   


him, straight for the mark on his shoulder.  As it comes    


close, he swung his sword, knocking it away like some type 


of baseball.  "You'll...Have to do better than that...."  He


advanced on her, sword outstreched. 





REBEL QUAD





	The Reble Quad flew over the cityscape, until finnaly       


comming to rest by the glowing Crystal Eifle Tower.


   "Now that DEFINETLY wasn't doing that before," Pyro says.


   "Any ideas on how we get in....or what we do against     


Kage?" Krakken asked.  He had his dagger out and was rumaging 


through the weapons locker.                                 


   "Not a clue, not a clue," said Ganthet as he reached in  


and pulls out a cylinder-shaped device.  He depressed a     


button and a green shaft of light emerges.  "Not bad," he   


said, "not my original sword, but it will do."              


	   The three CFs got out and stood in front of the glowing 


monument.  Pyro aimed with his mechanical arm, and released a


blast of Krimson energy.  It splashed harmlessly against it.  Ganthet 


took out a laser pistol and fires several  shots.  Effect: nothing.  Krakken comes out with a giant bazooka. It fired a massive beam.  No effect.                                   


	    "Well....this is going well," Pyro complained. "Let me 


try something," Ganthet said.  He walked over to 


the structure and began probing it with his fingertips.  He


stopped at a certain spot and nodded.   Drawing back his fist,  


he landed a punch on the same spot.  A portion of the wall   


shattered, leaving a hole.  "Good job G," Pyro says. "What did ya do?"                  


   "Weakest point in a material.  I'd trained myself to find


it."                                                        


	   They walked in and felt a slight surge of energy.  What   


they saw inside was much too large to have fit in the         


monument.   "Amazing," Pyro said, "Tesseract technology.    


Infinite space within a finite amount of matter.  I was     


working it with it....but I'm light years away from this."  


   It was an odd space, like one of those paintings with all


the stairs going in every dirrection.  "I think I'm getting 


a headache just standing here," Krakken said.                


	   "I'm glad you like my home," a voice said, "but you  


should have knocked."  They turned to see Kage. He looked at   


Ganthet.  "Geeze, I just can't get rid of you, can I?"      


Ganthet fired his laser pistol, but Kage was ready this  


time.  He drew a sword and deflected it. Kage gestured. 


Large, one-eyed, gray, hulking  creatures came out of nowhere.   


"Play nice with my pets,"  he says, "and I may kill you quickly."  He vanished.        


	   "Shall we smash 'em, o' temporary leader lady?"          


"I am going to ground you into charcoal Pyro...but let's 


do so to them first."  Ganthet faced down one of the beats and landed a solid   


punch.  It didn't have half the effect he'd expected it to


He was so strong originally, because his Crystal enhanced his


naturally great strength.  Elves were stronger than humans,  


but even boosted by his Crystal, he wasn't as strong as     


before.  His Crystal enchanced his natural powers...what did


that mean in this body?   He ducked a blow and rolled, then   


flipped with surprising ease.  Ah....better grace and agility.


She'd been an athelete.   He landed a quick series of        


punches, but it was not enough.  The creature landed a blow    


that knocked him to the ground.  He blew a stand of hair up 


out of his face, and muttered, "Stupid center of gravity..." 


	 He got up and landed a kick to the center of it's chest.   


It looked like it had the air knocked out of it, and tumbled


to the ground.   Just as that one went down, another grabbed  


him from behind.  He looked around to see that Pyro and      


Krakken weren't doing too well either....      


	Suddenly, UA appeared. {Woah.  Nice place.  


You need a hand, ma'am?}  Ganthet      


flashed him a look.  UA jumped, and grabbed Kage.  He tried to 


get away, but couldn't.  {Not so easy on a fake opponent, now  


is it?}  "LET...ME...GO!"   {Yeah.  That's gonna happen.}             





SHADOW DOME





~Oh, crap.~                                                 


 Tala backtracked as he advanced, mind whirling with          


possibles, and no-ways. She would quickly decided on one,    


then discarded it just as soon.                               


 *Use a sword, idiot.*                                      


~Thank you for help, o mighty chained one. I'm trying to    


think here!~                                                


 *Summon a creature.*                                       


~A wha'?~                                                   


 	She faltered, and Entropy slashed.  She managed to step 


back. Only her shirt got cut. She phased into the ground,   


waving cheerily as she sank into it. And reappeared about   


five feet behind him. If only she could hit that mark again.


 *This won't do, you'll have me get into the Crystal, then  


allow me to take over. I forgot, you don't know how to do   


it. Get your..*                                             


	 She had been listening to Nokomis, instead of watching     


Entropy as she should have been. He came bearing down on her. 


With just a quick thought, he started flying backwards. And she, 


went upwards, towards Nokomis.   This time, when she brought the Crystal into contact with Nokomis' flesh, there was no healing taking place. Instead, 


Nokomis began to return to her shadow form, which then      


leeched onto Tala. When Tala dropped down to the ground     


again, it wasn't her that faced Entropy.. for the telekentics


had stopped. And he was standing.                           


	 Nokomis smirked.  "Two for the price of one now.. lover."                     


 She said the last words with a slight touch of scarasm. As 


he began to move towards her, a small sphere appeared in her


hand, which she then tossed into the air idly, and caught  


it. He paused for a moment, watching her.                   


 "Well? C'mon.. I'm waiting.."


	Entropy thought for a moment.  Another trick?  No.  He had  


to do something, or he'd never get home.  He had to at least


get the dark woman back.  He did the best thing possible,   


raised his sword and fired off a blast from it.  Nokomis dove 


out of the way, and he prepared to defend himself on this.  





MEANWHILE


                                                            


	Zelda had felt Adlez's movement back toward their body.  She


had remembered more from her dream-time with Zaria and      


aparently Adlez hadn't payed any attention to the "new"     


memories.  But, with them she had slightly more skill in psi 


matters.  First, she stayed completly still, with no          


indication of movement..but movement was the speed of       


thought..until the last moment.  She steathily..strangely    


enough..spread her consiousness as thinly as possible and   


slightly strengthened her conection to Adlez..though she    


winced inwardly to do it..those vile thoughts.  Adlez didn't


notice until it was too late, they were both back in their  


body as before.  


	Adlez had the strength to keep her back


now..plus she was forward at the moment.  Zelda heard the   


thoughts as clearly as if they were her own.  Adlez was     


going to try to kill Dakey (she hadn't been subject to      


Adlez's memories and didn't have a habit of looking at them 


on purpose so she didn't know it was the second time).      


Strength or not, she couldn't let that happen and in a quick


burst she took control, "NO!" in a clipped yell as Adlez    


took back control quickly afterward.  But now Zelda had     


determination, she would stop Adlez no matter what.  She    


knew she still had the element of surprise, Adlez was       


confused, she didn't know what had happened.  


	An inward smile, ~Don't mess with us.~ she projected clearly, directly


after she slammed Adlez backward.  She was out of control   


for the moment..but they both were.  Their body fell back in


a much more healthy unconsiousness than before.       





OUTSIDE





	UA and T were back up in the crown of the Statue, UA crouching   


due to it's short height.   "Another freakin' dimension and they couldn't make the head  


bigger."  The goons advanced.                                 


"Now we got ya!"  one said.                                 


"And invoices!" the other said.  Me and my big mouth.       


"T--hold on!"  He grabbed her and dove out of a window,      


shattering the glass.  He extended his arm and grabbed the     


torch, swinging up onto it.  When they landed, they felt      


something cold pass through them, then they see Kage with   


their Crystals.                                             


	"Thanks, suckers."  He faded away.  "He's got my crystal!" 


T exclaims angrily. "And I have your life!"  They turn fast to see a big        


dragon-man flying down at them.                             


"GODFATHER!"                                                


"Whoo-boy!"                                   





NEAR THE REBEL QUAD





	Pyro opened fire on one of the creatures with a blast from   


his arm. There was the smell of burning flesh, and the        


creature screamed.  Another turned its single eye to the      


pyrotechnic CF.  It emmited a beam of red energy that sent  


him flying.  Krakken swore as he doges a punch.  He was SO useless  


without his Crystal.  He thrust with his dagger, but it    


shattered on the monster's skin. Ganthet ducked a punch 


and landed a dozen in half the time it would have taken him 


before.  One thing about carbons...they were quick life-forms.  


He drew his light sword and slashed.  It sliced the creature in half. 


He drew his laser pistol with his other hand and opened     


fire.  The stream of energy hit it, but had no real affect.


 He tried to fire again, but nothing happened.  He swore and


tosses it aside.  The charge had been spent. He dogded       


another punch and lands a jump kick.                        


	   Kage had gotten away from the holo-UA for just a moment, 


but he was back.  And he had a pair of Crystals.            


   {HEY!  That's mine....and that one is....also mine!}


UA said.  "So tell me, Kage, a master planner and evil genius,"    


Ganthet said, "what do you want with two identical Crystals 


and the heart of a Crystalix warrior?"              


	   The villian took a mock bow, and spoke, "Why me?  I'm  


always doing what the ladies ask of me.  But to             


answer...it's one of those simple super-weapons...you know, 


one of those things powered by some strange and great energy


source.  Basicaly, me 'n' Mystery get the world...or nobody  


does."                                                      


	   "And you people think I'm crazy," Pyro said.  He readied 


his arm to fire a plasma stream.                            


   "Opposite of good here folks," Krakken said.             


   "You know, I'm already real tired of the jokes and you've


just added one more thing to my reason of list to beat you  


up, Kage," Ganthet snarls.                           


   {Now Kage, or would that be Mr. Kage Sir?} UA said,  


{Do you really want to blow up the world?  It's been      


tried!  It's cliche...it's overdone!}                     


    "Oh yeah....hadn't though about that.  Oh well....no    


sense builidng a super-weapon and not use it."              





SHADOW DOME





	As Tala moved, she lobbed the sphere at him. He hit it away, 


as expected.. but it shattered upon contact. Nokomis        


chuckled lightly as the shadows that had been contained     


within the sphere formed into little discs which then flew


at him, buzzing like little flies.                          


 ~What now?~                                                


Tala asked, watching. If Nokomis tried to kill him..        


 *I'm not going to kill him. I'm going for that brand on his


shoulder. Didn't you notice how that seems to be a weak     


spot?*                                                      


 ~No..~                                                     


*Good thing one of us did. But then again, you're just blind


.. after all, he is your.. "world".* Then she laughed, and  


Tala cringed. There had to be an easier way.                


	 As the discs kept Entropy busy for a few moments, Nokomis  


frowned thoughtfully. She couldn't do the      


lightning trick.. he would be expecting that. And nothing of


the telepathic sort.. Tala was more versed in that. She had 


two things to fall back on.. the spells.. and her shadows.  


 As he broke the last disc with his sword, Nokomis smiled at


him.                                                        


	 "Very good. Quite proud of you, we are. But you know, I'm  


still a little.. well, actually.. quite mad about your      


trick."  Entropy just gave her a look as if to say  "So.. sue me."    


 And Nokomis just chuckled once again. Darker this time. 


Maybe if she got angry enough, she would kill him.  


Just for sport. Maybe. But for now..   He advanced once again, 


and she wagged a finger at him.    


"Did anyone say you could move? I think, Not!"              


 As she said the word not, she guestured, and the shadows in


the room all converged on him.                      


	Entropy smiled.  "You fool.  Do you think that mere       


shadows can harm me?"  As the shadows converged, he held up 


his hands...and they all fell away, returning to their      


places.  He advanced on Nokomis.  "I broke you once...I'll  


do it again."                                               





MEANWHILE





	Eme yawned and streched as she got out of bed.  She headed


over to the bathroom and got a glass from the medicine     


cabinet then filled it with water from the sink.  As she took


a sip, there was a crash.  She ran back into her room to see 


UA lying on the bed amidst broken glass from the window.  He


stood up, only to get knocked down by T who's thrown in.   


She landed on Eme.  Godfather reached in and grabbed UA off the


bed.  "We have business to finish first!"  He flew up and out of 


view.                                                      





NEAR THE REBEL QUAD





	Ganthet, holo-UA, Pyro, and Krakken stare in open mouthed     


disbelief.  "You actually want to destroy the world?  I      


thought only cartoon super-villians tried that," Pyro says. 


   "Really?" Kage asked acting surpised, "Well, then I guess 


this can go into a new chapter in my book on 'How to be a   


super-villian'."                                            


    "Who writes this guy's dialouge?" Krakken asked.         


    "Actually, I write my own material," Kage replied.        


  Pyro took this opertunity to open fire with a blast of   


plasma.  The blast had no affect.  "Thanks," Kage says, "I  


needed some work on my tan."                                


	  Holo-UA charged Kage, but the villian raised a hand.  He


let loose with an electromagnetic beam that disipates the 


hologram and sets Pyro's arm a'sparkin'. Krakken grabbed a small piece of stone and throws it.  It hits Kage in the temple and knocks him backwards.  "What    


the?!" he exclaimed.                                         


	    Pyro looked for the first time at the masonry.  "Hey,    


this is dark matter!"  "What?" Ganthet asked.                                   


    "Densest substance in the universe, but it's only       


theoretical.  This place breaks every law of science!"      


   "Then you'll like this," Kage said.  The sides of the    


structure turn transparent, letting the CFs see that they're


now high in the air.   "It's time to start obliterating     


cities!  This one's as good as any....so many innocents...so


little time!"                                               


	   Ganthet picked up a small piece of stone and launched it  


with all his strength.  It hit Kage at over 100 miles per  


hour, sending him tumbling off the edge of a platform.      


The trio of CFs look as Kage fell into what looks like  


infinity.  "Think that hurt?" Pyro asked. "Don't know...haven't 


heard him hit ground yet," Krakken replied. "I hope he 


doesn't hit ground....to quickly," Ganthet    


said.  "Now let's find those crystals...," he doesn't have


to add, 'and my heart.'   He was just glad he was running on


adreniline....anything else and he'd be having a breakdown. 


	    They follow one set of stairs until they come to some kind


of energy generating room.  The UA Crystals and Ganthet's   


heart are plugged into some kind of machine.                


   "Their energy's being drained into this machine," Pyro   


says, "and I don't have any idea how to stop it."           


   "There's more," Ganthet observed, "if we stop it, we     


fall.  This place is hovering.  We fall, we kill lots of    


innocents." 


    "Bummer," Krakken added.                                 


	"Wait," Pyro said, "I think I've figured this out.  He's


using UA and...UA's Crystals to tap into some sort of cosmic


energy, but your heart, Ganthet, is being used as a focus,  


atuning the energy to their needs.  The harmonic properties


of your heart are allowing that energy to be put to their    


use. If any of these pieces is removed, it could be bad."   


   "What if we remove my heart?"  


	   "It's already connected...even taking it out, it would   


still focus the energy, in fact, removing it might cause an  


explosion of power.  But, if we cut off the flow, the energy 


would backfire into the Crystals and the machine...stopping


it.  We won't fall, I think.  There's a generator to the    


hover units.  I'll be able to acces them from that terminal,


I believe....  But that won't stop the machine...and Kage   


could be..."                                                


	   "Correction," said Kage coming from behind them, "is    


back."                                                      


	   Ganthet quickly summerized the situation. Seeing no other 


choice, he grabbed an energy rilfe from Pyro and fired on his 


own heart.  It shattered into a bazillion pieces.  "G!" Pyro 


exclaimed, "Why?  Without your heart...we may not be able to     


remake your body!"                                          


   "My choice.  Better this than billions dead."  


	Kage screamed in rage, "HOW DARE YOU!"  Suddenly, energy     


archs between the two Crystals, and a bolt flares out,      


hitting the villian, sending him to who-knows-where.  He may 


have been dead, teleported, or anything....                 


   "So...does this mean we win?" Krakken asked, then regrets 


it.  "G...I...  sorry."  "Don't be Krakken. This decision was mine.  The needs of 


the many outweigh the needs of the few."                    


   "So....now what?"  Krakken asked.           





SHADOW DOME





           "Whoever said they were mere shadows?"                      


  Instead of returning back to their original places, they gathered      


around Tala's feet. She reached down to stroke them.         


 "They are loyal, dependable, and always around. Once you   


are tuned with shadows.. your life changes."                 





           Entropy continued advancing, which did not escape her notice,   


she was just waiting. Waiting for him to get closer. The    


shadows may not be able to hold him, but all she cared about


was getting that brand on his shoulder. Either that, or     


she'd kill him.                                             





           As he moved closer, she continued to just watch him idily.  


Several of the shadows began to curl around her legs and    


arms, moving to their own silent music.   While she did this, 


Tala reached out to Entropy's mind,  wondering what she would find. 


Or if she would even be let  in. 





      As she did this, Nokomis was quietly forming small      


objects. Objects that could be easily thrown, not veer off  


target, and be hard as hell to hit.                


 


MEANWHILE





Eme gave T a once over after getting up. Her face     


darkened as she watched Godfather. Her wings sprouted and she   


totally disregarded T's presence as she flew after UA. "Oh  


no you don't!" She yelled after them.                        





NEAR THE REBEL JET





"Now...," Ganthet said, "I don't know....I'm not the        


leader."                                                    


   "Maybe we should locate Mystery now...," Krakken         


suggested.                                                   


   "And do what?" Pyro asked, "As I recall he CLEANED OUR    


CLOCKS last time!"                                          


    "Does that matter?" Ganthet wondered, "We have to try."     


                                                            


             "AND YOU WILL FAIL!"  a voice from nowhere and everywhere    


informed them.  Mystery appeared before the three CFs.                


  "We are sooooooooo dead," Kraken muttered.                 


  Pyro and Ganthet opened fire, but the energy weapons had


no affect on the demi-god.   "SURRENDER NOW AND YOUR DEATHS  


WILL BE PAINLESS!"





        "Pyro," Ganthet said, "give me one of the UA Crystals and


plug the other into your arm.  Then, we fire."  Ganthet     


took the Crystal and plugged it into his weapons power point.


The CFs dodge blasts of energy from Mystery, before finally 


being able to return fire.  Strangely colored beams errupt  


from the weapons, and causing Mystery pain.  "WHY YOU 


INSECTS?!  I SHOULD KILL YOU!"                    





             "Now we know why you wanted these Mystery," Ganthet      


yelled, "They hurt you!  So you want to have that power on   


your side."  He grabbed one of the shards of what was left of


his heart, and Pyro tossed him another gun.  He inserted it  


in the power point and tossed the UA-gun to Krakken.  The   


three of them fired again and again.  Mystery writhed in     


agony. " NO!  NO!  I CANNOT BE DEFEATED NOW!"


Ganthet removed the shard from the power point and tossed it


with great accuracy.  It gleamed as it flew through the air 


and struck the demi-god in the chest.  He glowed with       


rapidly building energy and exploded.                       


           "You know, we just beat two of the most powerful foes    


we've ever faced.  Just the three of us!"  Pyro exclaimed.   


"My next guess is that we get back to NYC."       


Ganthet nods in agreement as does Krakken.                  


  "I wonder how Lark and the others are doing?" Kraken asked.





OUTSIDE THE SHADOW DOME                                                            


                                                            


                The shuttle had finally reached the coordinates where Entropy


and Tala should be, but found only a dome of shadow.  They'd


been trying to puncture it for the past hour.   Pyro2 rested 


his hand on it, but the shadows leaped out to engulf him,     


leaving only bits of his uniform behind.  Zealen slashed    


with his PSI-blades but the shadows reached out to engulf him 


as well.   Lark stood alone, feeling lost.   She drew her


sword and prepared to slash, but decided otherwise.  She     


headed back to the shuttle.  





            "Computer?" she asked.           


  {Yes?}  


  "Can you program the ship to crash into the dome and      


self-destruct?"                                             


   {Yes, but I require a password.}                         


   "Great, just great..."                                   


   {Pass word aproved.  Operation can proceed on your       


order.}                                                     


 "Count down 1 minute then go ahead."  Lark hightailed it 


out of there and watched as her ride destroyed itself, the    


intense heat and light of the explosion bring the dome


down.  She headed toward the structure now uncovered,       


wondering what she was going to do....                





SHADOW DOME      





             Entropy staggered from the force of the explosion, as does   


Nokomis.  He looked out the now-gaping hole in the wall, to  


see the other CFs.  His eyes flared with energy, and he      


suddenly lashed out, grabbing Nokomis and flinging her out  


into the group.  "More lambs to the slaughter."  He smiled. 


His sword returned to him, having been knocked from his      


hands.  "Now, you will all-EEYARRGH!!!"


           He suddenly cried out, grabbing his shoulder and dropping 


to his knees.  The  brand flares with energy, then suddenly unleashed a huge    


torrent of power, obliterating the tower and sending a      


shockwave across town.  When it's all over, Nokomis,        


extremely groggy, looks in.  Entropy is lying face-down on  


the floor.  The mark on his shoulder is gone, the place     


where it was smoking with fleeting energies.        


           ~All right, enough from you.  Let me go to him.~  Tala    


said, her psyche forcing Nokomis to the back of her mind.   


She immediately ran in, kneeling over by him.              


  "Entropy?"                                                


  "Uugh....Ow....Anybody get the number off the cruiser that


ran me over?"  He grimaced, looking up at her.  His eyes,   


formerly bright red, were back to normal.  He smiled         


slightly, attempting to pick himself up through the pain.   


"What...What the hell happened?"        


              "That's what I'd like to know," Lark said as she rushed     


over.  "Mind telling me where you people have been?  And    


explaining the shadow dome that ATE two of the CFSE?"   She 


was hysterical, but it was forgivable.  This had not been a 


good day.                                                   





SOMEWHERE IN NYC       





                "A skirt?  You got a skirt commin' to your rescue?!  How    


pathetic!" Godfather said, laughing.                        


"*COUGH*  Y-you're not into PC, are you?"                   


"Well, if she wants you, she can have you."  He flung him  


at her, and she caught him...but not without a bit of      


trouble.  "It's the other I want."  He flew past them.     


"NNG!  You've gained weight!" she said.                     


"Hello to you too." UA grumbles.  "Get back to the HQ and   


help T!  You'll go faster without me."                      


"Right."  She dropped him on a roof and flew off.  He stood


and rubs his back.                                          


"I need a vacation."  





HOSPITAL





           Dakey came into Zelda's room as her two conciousness' battled


back and forth.                                             


"Zellie are you...." something scittered across his back and 


to his shoulders. The lizard, "You again."                   


The creature stared back at him from its perch on Dakey's   


shoulder. It gave a squeak and did a high dive off of       


Dakey's shoulder at the Crystal hanging percareously from   


his neck.  The lizard suddenly dissapeard into it.           


"AGHH" Dakey exclaimed at the suddenly odd feeling, the     


Crystal around his neck grew green. 


            His skin rippled and pulsed as he suddenly expanded 


in mass, muscle growing all around him. His faced scrunched up 


and pretruded outward in a small mound snout. His skin turned 


a pale green. He was transformed into a four foot and a half 


dwarf half reptile creature. 


        Dakey looked to Zelda who struggling in her bed, her mind working over time in the battle.  A green focused beam shot from his mind to Zelda's. It only 


lasted for a few seconds but it had worked, it had pushed   


the consiousness of Adlez far back. Zelda had calmed.       


"Who?" Zelda stared at Dakey and gasped from the psi scan   


"Dakey?"                                                    


"Yep it's me Zellie."                                         


"What happened to you?"                                     


"It was the lizard and he told me everything, we have to get


to the others." he grabbed her hand and took off flying out  


the window pulling her along.                     





FRANCE


                                                            


	Pyro had finally gotten the Crystal ship down.  "I  


can't believe we won," he said.  "Two foes who cleaned our  


clocks and us, the Three Stooges of the CFs, beat 'em."     


   "The who?"  Krakken and Ganthet asked at the same time.    


   "Earth comedey.  Three bumbling idiots."                 


 "I think, Krakken, that we've been insulted," Ganthet said


  "You're right G.  What should we do for revenge?" Krakken 


replied.                                                    


  "Nothing now....but later....,"                           


  "Ok! OK!" Pyro yelled, "I'm soooooorrrry already!"         


	As they exited the ship, it's surrounded by CFSE troops, a 


handful of the surviving members, as well as Starr and Flutter.        


Ganthet and UA had had a run in with them not too long ago. 


   "Ok," Starr said, "What the @#$& just happened?"         


   "Standard evil villian plot, prevented by us heroes,"    


Pyro snapped.                                                 


    "You've got some attitude, Mister," Flutter said.   


  	One of the troops took notice of Ganthet, "Cap'n, what   


are you doing here?"  It took him a moment to realize he's being spoken to, but


Ganthet quickly recovered.  "I was assisting the Crystal      


Fighters......now get some people in there and secure it.   


And DON'T touch anything."                                  


	   The troops offered salutes and headed inside.               


  "And you two...go help!"  He barked to Starr and Flutter,  


even though they technically outranked his body, he spoke   


with such force that they ran inside.                       


   "Not bad work, G!" Pyro said.                            


   "Some advantages in everything Pyro," Ganthet said, 


"Though I can't help but feel guilty...."                   


	   "Why?" Pyro asked. "I've usurped this person's life, 


taken away everything about her....and if she had family, 


I've taken something   from them too...   


I'm no better than a murderer."  "Don't say that G!  


You didn't really cause this.  Kage  and Mystery 


are the cause.  If they hadn't gone after your  


heart, none of this would have happened.  I'd say when we   


got them, you avenged her."                           





SHADOW DOME





	Tala glanced at Lark, then back down to Entropy.            


 "You don't remember anything?"                             


He shook his head, and she mumbled a small prayer. Even if 


he didn't remember just right now, that was good.           


 "It appears.. that.. well. .."                             


How to put it? Something evil took him over? Someone?       


 "You had a nightmare.. and I guess.. it became real."      


Real? In what sense? In any sense. Hell, none of this made  


sense. Why was she trying to explain it?                    


 "I'll explain to everyone.. later. For now, I'm just glad  


you're back."                                               


 She stroked his cheek gently, then looked back at Lark again, 


"Where is everyone?"                     





	  Entropy gave her a strange look.  Something had happened? 


And where were they?  To his knowledge, they were still     


supposed to be in bed...so why was it they were across town 


in what looked like what was left of a clock tower?  Ah     


well.  She said she'd explain, she would.  He knew her.     





HOSPITAL


                                                            


  Entropy2 nervously sat outside the OR, wringing his hands


in frustration and...fear.  He glanced up every few minutes.


 She'd been in there too long.  It had been several hours   


since they wheeled her in, barely consious, and he was      


worried as hell.  Finally, a doctor emerged, still in his OR


scrubs.  He pulled off his mask, then looked at Entropy2.   


  "You're the one with the CFSE woman, right?"  he said, in 


french.  Entropy2 looked up.  "Yes...how is she?"           


  "Well...." 





EME'S ROOM





	Eme flew back to her bedroom where T and Godfather are.    


"You must be T." She grumbled then prepared to fight the bad


guy.   "Please.  Get lost, doll, or else."  He delivered a          


surprisingly more powerful backfist than Eme expected.  It  


sent her flying through seven rooms and out the window on  


the other side of the building.  He then advanced on T, who 


can barely move.                                         


	"Dakey Flame DEVOUER!" The tornado of flames surronded God     


Father burning just about every square inch of him.         


Dakey and Zelda landed near T and try to help her up.         


God Father was a little scorched but his strength had not   


depleted, he slapped aside Dakey and Zelda through the other wall. 


They landed on the grassey lawn outside.                      


"Dakey are you okay?" asked Zelda.                            


"Yes.  Zellie, with the lizard I am stronger. Come on we got ta 


stop that meany." 





CLOCKTOWER





"Well right now, Ganthet, Pyro, and Krakken are in France   


fighting somebody named Kage who works for Mystery.....UA   


and Eme were still in New York last I checked, Zelda was    


hurt and had some kind of spiritual problem so she's at the 


hospital, and the CFSE are dropping like flies," Lark       


replied.                                                    





FRANCE                                                            





"Well, we definetly won," Pyro commented.  "I say that 


calls for celebration."                                    


    "I don't feel like celebrating, Pyro," Ganthet muttered.    


   "Besides Pyro, the last time we let you celebrate you     


cooked something awful called 'Chilly', which wasn't, and > 


then nearly blew up half the castle with fireworks," Krakken


said.  "So, no, no celebrating."                            


   "Rats," Pyro replied.                                    


They head back to the hospital to check on Zelda and the    


kid.                                                                                                        


	"GONE?!  Wadda ya mean they're gone?!" Pyro yelled.          


  "Please sir, calm down," the robot receptionist said.     


"Are you at least going to tell me what happened?"          


  "No sir, but we have it on holo-cam."                     


  "Then let me see it!"                                     


  "I'm sorry sir, that is for authorized personel only."


  "CFSE support division," Ganthet practically roared, "let me


and my....deputies see the tape now, or things won't be very


nice."  "Yes Captain.  Please go to room A7 down the left hall." 


   Ganthet muttered something under his breath about how he  


was going to really, really, hurt Kage or Mystery if they   


showed up again, and the three CFs head down the hall.      





   They watched the tape of the kid turning into a            


lizard...thing and Zelda recovering, then heading out.      


Audio picked up the words 'New York'.                       


   "Kids, they grow up so fast," Krakken said.


   "At least Zelda's ok," Pyro replied.  "But UA and Eme


must be in trouble.  We should get to NY."


  "Agreed," Ganthet said.  He found a weapons locker and    


grabs a pair of blasters as well as an energy shield        


generator.  "Let's go.  They should have given the Quad a   


maintinence check."                                           


	  They head to the hangar, but find the CFSE troopers, as    


well as Starr and Flutter are in front of the ship.  "Mystery   


says you can't leave the party just yet," Flutter said.     





EME'S ROOM





	Zelda nodded at..Dakey..it was hard to believe it was still 


him.  She half smiled and raised her Crystal.  Flame..like   


Nity..kind of ironic that he was in a lizard-- dragon-like  


form.  Dragons had been reputed to be firebreathers after   


all.  She held her Crystal tightly, brow furrowing. Why was 


it so cold? Where was that familier comforting warmth that  


usually eminated faintly from it?  The familier contours    


were there..but it seemed like a duplicate cut exactly to   


match.  But in power it was no match.  She shook her head,  


nothing could be wrong with it.  She still hadn't time to go


over Adlez's mischief, but Adlez wouldn't do something like 


that with the Crystal.  She used it as well!  Then..what?   


	She shrugged and called, "Mystical Rydia Lunaris POWER!"    


feeling a little silly.  After a couple seconds she blinked,


nothing had happened.  "Wh-what?" she stumbled over the     


words in shock.  How could this be?!                        





HANGAR





"Well, here's another chapter to add to my crazy life," Pyro


muttered.                                                    


   "Try not to hurt them too badly, they're not in their     


right mind," Ganthet said.                                  


    "Why don't you tell THEM not to hurt ME?" Krakken asked. 





	  "Ok, that's enough of the comedy trio," Starr said. He    


opened fire with a beam of black energy from the star shaped 


Crystal over his eye.  It struck Ganthet and sent him     


crashing into the wall.Pyro opened fire but Flutter released a beam of energy    


that redirrects Pyro's back at him.   Krakken dodged energy blasts from 


the various CFSE troops, but a stun blast catches his leg and sent him      


tumbling.                                                   


	   Ganthet drew his light saber and flipped into the middle  


of the battle.  He swung it in an arc and it disrupted the  


nervous functions of the the three troopers it hit.  They go


twitching to the ground.  Krakken ducked a punch and 


landed a blow with the flat of his dagger. The trooper goes 


spinning to the ground. Pyro and Starr trade energy beams, 


neither gaining any  ground.                                                     


	   Flutter hovered above the crowd, firing blasts of         


disruptive energy. She didn't manage to hit any of the


three CFs, but she kept them off balance.  Ganthet looked


 up for a second, trying to decide how to   


get at the butterfly-winged warrior.  He couldn't leap that 


height, not with this body at any rate.  If he could fly    


or....  He almost dismissed the thought, but was hit from    


behind.   One of the troopers stood over him, about to fire


his blaster.  His head spinning, Ganthet didn't feel like he


had much of a chance.  Mustering his will, he gets the      


clarity to fire a shot from his blaster, downing the         


mind-controled trooper.                                     


	   He had to think.  His Crystal was unique in that it      


really didn't offer him any special powers.  It simply


enchanced the powers he already had and supplimented 


them by sometimes taking them to their next level.  


What did that mean now?   Something connected in Ganthet's mind.  All this 


time, he'd not missed once when he tried to hit something.  


	He wasn't that good with long range weapons before....the   


body he now inhabited must have been an expert shot.  That


 one advantage, now to put the other talents, agility and


speed, ones he'd not had in this great a degree before.     


Moving almost faster than the eye can follow, he went into a


series of flips, jumps, punches, and kicks that take care of


the rest of the troops, leaving only Flutter and Starr.     


	    Krakken decked Starr from behind, while Ganthet prepared 


to deal with Flutter.  He suddenly, mind clearing 


into the warrior state of mind, got enough focus to actually


somehow cause the winged CFSE to go flying into the wall.   


  "Somethin's up," Pyro said.  "Somebody wants us to stay in


France."                                      





HOSPITAL





	"As you know, the next twenty-four hours are critical. And  


to tell you the truth.. I don't know if she'll make it      


through the next five. She's in ICU right now. You may go   


see her if you like. Twenty minutes.. Room.. four, I        


believe."                                                   


 As Entropy2 rose; the doctor rubbed his face. This had been


hard. The lung, and that thing.. on her leg. He had never   


seen anything like it.                                      


 "Oh, I should warn you.. she doesn't look her best right   


now. And just watch the IV's, alright?"                     


	 One of the nurses was checking her as Entropy2 walked into  


the room. Tala2 was breathing, just. The nurse wrote down   


several things on her chart, and then quietly left the room.


 He looked down at her. All of her color was gone, and she  


looked, as if she was still in pain? Normally when someone  


was taken into surgery, they came out looking peaceful.     


This, however, wasn't the case with her.                    


                                                            


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~                                                           


"You've got to fight!"                                      


 Tala2 looked up at her trainer. And sighed. She was tired. 


They had been here all day. She was thirsty, hungery, and    


sick of it. She didn't need to fight, that was why there    


was a thing called the "army."                              


 "Don't look at me like that, Missy. If your Father knew.." 


	  She had heard that so often. What was the point? They were a


peaceful place. Except.. along the borders. Every so often, 


a fight would break out. But it never lasted long.          


 "Why do I have to fight? I don't need to."                 


She stamps her foot. "This is stupid!"                      


 "Tala(2), listen to me..There may be a time in your life,  


when you will have to fight an important battle. If your    


body is trained, your mind will be as well. And your mind is


a great weapon. But sometimes, you will need to back up     


your words with actions. Which is why you must learn to     


fight. Understand?"                                         


 "I guess..."                                               


"Good. Now, take the postion again. And hold it like this.."


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~


                                                            


Had to fight. Had to fight. The words tumbled over and over 


inside her head, as that memory faded back to nothingness,  


and the blackness once again washed over her. She fought it 


this time though, because she could hear someone.. talking. 


So near, yet so far away. What was the person saying? She   


wanted to know..       





EME'S ROOM





	As Eme was sent reeling backwards, she tucked herself into a


ball and reversed the force, speeding straight into the guy.


As he is knocked over, she landed on her feet and advances on


him, kicking him in the head.                               


"Nice shot.  For a girl."  He reared his head back and let  


loose a burst of flame breath at her.  She evaded, and a    


group of CFSE run in and start firing.  But they prove      


ineffective as GF whacked them aside with his tail.  He then 


turns and catched Eme and begined to squeeze.  "I'm gonna    


flatten you for good!"       





FRANCE





 "Somebody doesn't want us to leave," Pyro said.  "And 


I'm betting it was Mystery."                                


      "Thank you Sherlock," Krakken says.  "They SAID it was


him!"                                                       


     "Calm down you two or you'll have more than Mystery to  


worry about!"  Ganthet roared.                               


     "Yes....sir," Krakken replied feebly.                    


     "Good," he said.  "Now, Pyro can you track Mystery's   


energy signature?"                                          


     "Maybe, but I'd be more worried about the troops we    


left in the tower.  If he got to them to...."              


     "You're right.  Let's go."





EME'S ROOM





	"Wouldn't you like to though?" As he squeezed her she started


to chant in elven and soon her skin turned red then burns


through his skin like acid. Once he let go she backfliped   


and then shot a ring of fire from her hands.              


                                           


	Zelda stared at her Crystal, forgetting all else.  Was her  


Crystal rejecting her? It must be, it was the only          


explanation.  But..why? Sure, she wasn't the most powerful  


or intelligent of the CFs..but they had been her family for 


so long..  So..she was no longer a CF was she.  Zelda didn't


want to believe it, she had finally come to terms with      


leaving her family on Majiska.  How fast the tables could   


turn.  Or..could it be that she was a danger to the CFs..to 


Dakey and Eme?  She glared at nothing, but couldn't dismiss 


the discouraging thought.  


	There wasn't much of a choice  then, she glanced 


back at Eme and Dakey regretfully.  She wanted so much to help! 


~But what could I do anyway?~ she asked herself ruefully.  


With a sigh she clenched her teeth and disapeared in a whirl of blue and green.                


	"GAAAAAAAA!" GF yelled, falling into a pile of smoldering    


ash.  Eme landed by T and helped her up.                      


"Up you go."  As the CFSEs got up, UA looked down at them as 


he made his way in.                                        


"You two alright?"                                          


"Fine." Eme said.                                           


"Dandy." T added.                                            


"Okay.  Eme grab whatever's yours and head down to the      


hanger.  I'm gonna get T patched up, then join you."        


"Hey!  Since when do you..." Eme started.                    


"Eme, just go.  We need to get to France."  She made an    


angry sound, then goes to get her things.  UA comes back in.


"Almost forgot."  He grabbed her and gave her a quick kiss.  


"Nice work.  A little brutal, but good."  He ran back out. 


                                                            


THE MED-LAB 


           


	UA finished wrapping up T's sprained arm.                   


"I just want to thank you for your help..."                 


"Even though you stole that money and even though Eme's the 


one you should be thanking.  I was pretty worthless by hero 


standards." He broke the gauze off the roll and puts it    


down.                                                       


	"Yeah...but her, I can't thank like this."  She grabbed his   


collar and pulled him in before kissing him full on the lips.


She released her grip, and he fell back against a cabinet. 


She flipped back her hair, and headed out.  UA just stood     


there, shocked.  He blinks his eyes and shakes his head.    


"What the hell just happened here?"                         


                                                            


THE HANGAR                                                  





	Eme and T sat in the Quad jet.  UA climbed in and smiled    


oddly at T in back.                                         


"You okay?" Eme asked.                                       


"Fine.  Just fine."  He reached for his neck.  "CRAP!  I    


forgot I need my Crystal!  Luckily, I plan ahead."  He flipped


a switch and a red light comes on marked NORMAL.  He starts 


up the jet and they streak off for FRANCE.             





	Zelda appeared before the three CFs still in France.         


   "Zelda!" Pyro exclaims.                                  


   "Where'd you go?" Krakken asked.                          


   "New York," she says, looking exhausted.  "Who's your    


friend?"                                                    


    "Ganthet," Pyro said.                                   


    "No, not Ganthet-where is he anyway?  Your friend over  


there."                                                     


    "I'm right here, Zelda.  It's too long a story to       


explain now," Ganthet says.                                 


     Zelda does a passive mind scan and confirms this for   


herself.  





	"Guys...I've got problems.  My Crystal...doesn't


work anymore...."                                           


    "That is not good," Krakken said.                       


    "Yeah," Pyro adds, "Mystery is acommin' to kick our     


butts."                                                     


    "We thought we got him and Kage....but at least he's    


back," Ganthet explained.  "We're going to need everyone.    


Lark is trying to find Tala and Entropy, and we have no clue


what's happening with UA and Eme."    





	Dakey still laying in the grass watched Zelda dissapeared in a


flash of blue and green. Then the Quad Jet shoots out of  


its hanger and streaks across the sky.                      


~Hmph they always forget the little guys~ thought Dakey.     


*Don't worry I can teleport us.* said the little lizard's     


voice from inside.                                          


In a green flash Dakey was back in France beside Zelda, Pyro,


Krakken and that new lady (Ganthet).                        





	"Hey why did you leave Zellie?"                             


"I'm sorry Dakey. I don't know what happened I was just       


brought here somehow, how did you get here?"                


"It was the lizard again."                                   


"Oh yeah that again, you going to have to tell me about that


sometime, did you see Eme and UA?"                          


"Yeah they took off in there plane"                         


"They must be headed here." guessed Krakken.                    


"Hopefully Lark has found Tala and Entropy and UA will pick 


them up on his way here." said Ganthet.                      


"Well..so what's been happening here?" Zelda asked          


curiously, trying to keep her mind off her Crystal which she 


had dropped into her reagent bag.      





	The CFs looked up to the sound of a familiar engine boom.     


They see the quad come streaking through the sky, u-turn,   


then land a few meters away.  They ran over to it as the    


engine died.  UA, Eme and T get out.                     


"UA!  Eme!  You're alright!" Zelda exclaimed.                


"Hey, who's that?" Ganthet asked, indicating T.              


"Question is, who're you?" UA replied questioningly.                         


"I'm Ganthet."  


	UA walked up to him/her and poked his/her    


arm.  His expression changed and he gave off a big hiccup  


like sound, then, fell back on the ground, laughing.  The  


CFs stared at him, while Ganthet stood there fuming.        


After a few minutes, UA regained himself and stood up.      


"Achem.  Sorry about that...MA'AM!"  He cracked up again.    


Ganthet smacked him on the back of the head.                 


"SHUT UP!"                                                  


"Ow!  What's got you in such a bad mood?  Besides PMS, that 


is."                                            


	"UA, what would you like broken?  I know so many ways to    


break so many different body parts..." Ganthet snarled.     


   UA continued to laugh.  Ganthet grabbed him by the collar  


and held him above his head.  "I would remind you I can    


still snap you like a twig."                    


            


	   UA finally stops laughing.  "Ok...ok,  what happened?"   


  "Long story short: Guy named Kage comes.  See Kage rip out


Ganthet's heart.  See Ganthet die.  See Ganthet's spirit    


hang onto life.  See crystal choose another.  See Ganthet   


take over that other."                                      


   "G....," Zelda says, "that's awful...."                  





	   "Anything left of your heart/body?" UA asked.


  "Some, Pyro saved a few shards of both.  He said          


recontructing it is beyond him," Ganthet replied.  "And by  


the way, I've heard all the jokes, thanks to our two        


Stooges."  He indicates Pyro and Krakken, who smile         


sheepishly.                                                 


   "You two numbskulls," Eme sighed, wapping them on the head.


   "You people always like this?" T asked with a dubious look.                   


   "Pretty much," Pyro replied.                


	"Actually, only when the end of the world is nigh.  Guys,   


this is T.  I'll explain later.  Right now, we best get to  


the other..."  Suddenly, UA is sent flying out of Ganthet's 


arms.  They look towards Mystery and Kage, very angry and   


glowering at them.   "Uh-oh."  Mystery nodded and sent a wave of checks flying at 


them.  UA leaped and tackled all of them with extended arms  


and the checks miss them.  But, instead, they land in a heap


of bodies and arms and roll down a hill in a big ball.  They


hit a wall at the end of the street hard.                   


"OW!  Smooth, UA!" Eme growls.                              


"Someone better remove their hand from my..." T started.     


"Heh, heh.  Sorry." Pyro replied.                              


"Who's touching my rear?" Ganthet asked.                     


"Love to move, G, but I kinda...can't." UA said uncomfortably.            


"We're gonna die." Krakken muttered fatalistically.                         


"Any one have any ideas?" Zelda wondered.              


	Kage suddenly appeared before them, and UA swore he could    


picture him smiling.   "Oh dear.  Looks like you hero types can't goodwill       


yourselves out of this one."  he hissed, laughing slightly. 


  "Who (ugh) writes this guy's material?"  Pyro groaned,       


slightly mashed up.  He remembered someone saying that before...                    


	  "I'm getting sick of you.  All of you.  If it weren't for 


you all messing with my plans, I would have my face by now. 


You ruined that.  And for that, you'll die."  He placed a   


hand outward, then hissed a laugh as he sent a huge    


charge through them, not rendering anyone unconsious,   


but leaving them in a lot of pain.  "Kage."  Mystery suddenly 


appeared behind him.  "What do you think you're doing?"  


Kage stiffened, then turns to him. 


  "...Nothing, boss.  Just...softening them up."      





HOSPITAL      


                                                            


	  Meanwhile, Entropy2 looked down at Tala2.  She'd been in   


and out of consiousness, mumbling something about training. 


He was worried.  He knew this.  He was downright frightened.


 He took her hand, rubbing the back of it with his thumb.   


 "C'mon, Tala.  I need you here.  Just stay with me."  


	Needed. He needed her? No, he doesn't.. he lied before,     


he'll do it again. No, listen.. he means it, can't you tell?


Wake up, you'll see.                                        


 Fighting, always the fighting, she was tired of it all.         





FRANCE





	Eme then stood up. The electricity absorbed into her body   


and now ran through her, ready to be used. At first glance, 


she looked as if she radiated a white light. She shook her  


head at Kage and clicked her tongue.                        


"Tsk. Tsk. You shouldn't have done that. You've gotten me   


mad." She cracked her knuckles and sent a bolt of lightining


from her hand into the ground, piercing a hole. Then with   


a mumble and a wave of her hand, earth filled it in.         


"You don't want Eme mad. Just try me."              





CLOCKTOWER





	Tala frowned suddenly. She glanced to Lark, then Entropy.   


 "Something's going on."                                    


 "What?"                                                    


"I dunno.. something.. No.. We have to go to France."       





HOSPITAL





Suddenly, all the voices in her head quit fighting, and     


someone.. walked into her line of vision.                   


 "Mom?"                                                     


"Tala. You aren't fighting. You know that we are all here   


with you, since you have a small part of each of us. We know


what is going on. And I'm telling you, you must fight."     


 "I don't.."                                                


"He loves you."                                             


 She blinked.                                               


"No..He.."                                                  


 "Yes, he does. He's the one with you right now. So open    


your eyes. Don't let what happened in the past, blind you to


what could be a happy future. Now. Wake. Up!"               


	Tala2 stirred. And then her fingers curled around          


Entropy2's hand.                                            


 Then her eyelids fluttered open just as the nurse walked   


in.                                                         


 "Sir, I'm afraid your time.. She's awake!"                 


The nurse turned around, heading back to go get the doctor. 
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	With Eme gone, the others were free to stand up.            


"Wow." T mumbled.                                           


"Yeah.  But if she likes you, she'll just smack you around."


UA said.  Eme flashed him an angry glance, and he looked     


around, whistling innocently.  Then, he was suddenly covered in yellow checks and 


pulled back.  Mystery stiid there after absorbing him.     


"Kage!  Get up!"  The ground rumbled and Kage came out.    





	"Go get the last component to go with the Crystals and      


heart.  Now!"  He's gone in a flash.  Mystery looked at the  


CFs.  "As for you..."  He sent out a giant fist into Eme,  


sending her flying upwards and out of sight.                


"Look out!  He's got UA's morphing!" Pyro said.             


"Get him!" Ganthet suggested powerfully.                                    


"But what about UA?" Zelda worried.                            


"Worry about that later!  Come on!" T commanded.  She led the  


charge.                                               


                                           


	Zelda bit her lip, she shouldn't be here..that's what the   


Crystal was telling her wasn't it?  She had left Dakey and  


he was all right..the rest could do without her..but she    


really wanted to help!  She shrugged mentally deciding to   


ignore it for the moment.  She levitated out of the way of  


the..checks..with a few mumbled words.  It took her longer  


than normal to get out the words of the next spell, it was  


just so hard to concentrate!  But, after a few false starts 


she finished.  Zelda had set up an invisable barrier, once  


hit with something (the checks) they should bounce back,    


then the barrier would disapear.                    





	"Good thing I held onto these," Pyro grinned.  He and Krakken  


took out the UA Crystal powered guns they'd used on Mystery 


and Kage before.  They opened fire.  Effect: nothing.         


   "Fools," Mystery said, "Did you think that was us?  Mere 


simullariums, imperfect duplicates."  Ganthet opened fire 


with his blaster, the salvo of energy meerly bounced off 


Mystery, but he can hear UA's voice screaming.                                                  


    He suddenly got a vision of an energy blast, and ducked,


just in time to avoid said blast from Kage.                 


    He tried to get that telekinetic power he'd demonstrated


earlier.  Mystery and Kage were bowled off their feet.





	    Pyro, Krakken, Ganthet, Eme, Zelda, and Dakey all open  


fire on Mystery with their respective powers and weapons.   


All this gets is more sounds of UA screaming.               


    "I wish Tala, Lark, and Entropy were here," Zelda said, 


"Their power could tips the scales in our favor."           


Kage flies down and grabbed the guns.  He ripped the Crystals   


out of them.                                                


"Thank you."  Mystery sent UA flying into them, and they   


all went down.  He then floated up to Kage and recieved the    


items; fragments of Ganthet's heart, the UA Crystals, and   


Tala's Crystal.  He then squeezed them together in one hand,


and out forms one large Crystal.                            


	"Show time."  He held it down at the CFs.  They stood and  


got ready to attack, but then, energy streams fly up from their 


Crystals and into Mystery's.  He floated down and landed in   


front of Ganthet.  With a simple wave of his hand, he tapped  


him under the chin and sent him flying.  "YESSSSS!  Finally


a means of ruling the world...and the Crystal Fighter's are 


gonna help me!"  With that, he's gone with Kage, leaving    


soley reliant CFs powerless, and the others weakened.      


	Ganthet got up with a groan.  He'd had just enough fading  


energy in his Crystal to protect him enough to keep every   


bone from breaking.  "That....hurt.  A lot," he said.       


   "We're doomed," Krakken moaned.                            


   "Aw, come on Krakken," Pyro comforted.  "We're not helpless.  


We've all got talents and some skills.  I've got my gear,   


you're good in a fight, UA's got powers of his own,  Zelda's


got her magic, Eme's never had a Crystal, Entropy and Tala  


have their own powers too, and Lark and Ganthet are         


warriors, no matter what."                                  


   "We'll fight to the death," Ganthet says, "if that's what


it takes."  


	  "Ok, we need the whole team," UA began, "then strategy.    


Maybe a two pronged attack.  One set attacks him directly   


and draws Kage and any defenses out, and the other sneaks in


and suprises Mystery and takes his little toy back.  Lot's  


of risk, and I won't ask anyone to do this.  This is a      


purely volunteer mission."                                  


   "I'm in," Ganthet spoke, "It's a worthy cause...and       


besides, he holds the only thing that may return me to      


normal."                                                    





	When Eme was sent flying back, she spread out her wings and 


broke into a glide. She circled the area and didn't fire    


because she heard UA's screams. This got her even more angry. 


By the time the two left, Eme's face was demonic and when   


she spoke, it was even more sinister. She landed by the others   


and took no surprise at their gasps. "I don't care what team


I'm in on, I'm just in the mood for a kill." Her wings were 


spread out still and instead of looking faery-like, they    


were feathered and white. 





	Tala glanced at the other two. She didn't know how well     


Entropy could fight, not after all this. But Nokomis was    


telling her something was going on, and they all had to get 


there, now.                                                 


 She took Entropy's hand, and then beckoned Lark to come    


closer. As she did so, they all suddenly seemed to free-fall 


into a black hole that appeared from nowhere.               


	 They landed safely on their feet in front of the rest of the  


CF's. Tala shook her head, she hated anything that had to  


do with that, she always felt so cold going through it.     


 The air wasn't right..And everyone looked..                


"Oh, man. We missed it, didn't we?"                         


There was a new person there, although.. something about    


her, how odd. She knew her, yet she didn't.                 


	 Arrgh, if only they had gotten here sooner, maybe they     


would have been able to help.  As she waited for someone to 


fill her in, Nokomis came out of the shadows, clad in her in


usual all black clothing.                                   


 "Who's..?"                                                 


"Oh, she came with us, to help."   


Lark stared at Tala. "What exactly was that thing we   


went through? It gave my a weird feeling." She turned to see 


the other Cfs. "Well did we miss a good fight?" She asked.                        





	UA struggled to keep his vision straight as he spoke.       


"First things first...we regroup, figure out what Mystery   


was talking about, then take him down with the entire team. 


Er, teams."  He glanced from them to the demonic Eme.  Boy, 


was she pissed.                                             


{Might I make a suggestion?}  UA turned to be face-to-face   


with the holo-UA.  He looked it up and down.                 


"You know, you're suit's the wrong color."                  


{You know you got a big nose?} HUA said, flicking his nose   


with a finger.  UA grabbed it as HUA walked through him.       





	{Something I found out...}                                  


"Uh...how are you here?" Pyro asked, looking around for the  


projector.  HUA pointed up.                                  


{Satellite.  Anyhoo, we got ourselves a portal in the France


Crystal, activated by CF crystal energy.  I figure these    


misplaced dudes could use it to get themselves outta here   


and leave the CFSE where it belongs.}                       


"Well, that answers the question of the glowing spire."     


Zelda commented distractedly.                                                 


"Yeah, but what're you guys gonna do about the plad guy?" T 


asks.                                                       


"Find the others." UA answered.              





	"We were in the spire," Ganthet remembered, "we though it was some


kind of war weapon."                                        


  "Yeah...it looked like they were using the Crystal for    


something," Pyro added.                                      


   "Um....a question if I may?" Tala asked.                  


   "What?" UA replied.                                         


   "Who're they?" she asked, indicating T and Ganthet.       


   "This is T, she's here to help and I helped her," UA     


explained.                                                       


   "And....um," Ganthet sighed, "I'm Ganthet....trust me, it's 


a long story.  I'll explain AFTER we save creation."  


                                       


	Zelda frowned thoughtfully, there was something strange     


about this. Her Crystal wasn't working, and that guy        


Mystery was it? Kage? She kept getting the names            


confused..anyway..somehow he was using the Crystal which,   


theorectically, was not possible unless he was meant to be a


CF, which was highly doubtful.  Stranger things had happened


but those Crystals had already been paired with people.  Had


he the help of some powerful mage that was nullifying the   


spells that had been inset in the Crystals at the begining? 


	That didn't make sense though..for one thing, Zaria was     


among that aristocracy of mages that had spelled the        


Crystals no mortal equaled her in power, not anymore.  For  


another thing, if he had the help of a mage that powerful in


the first place, then what value could the Crystals hold?   


Surely that mage could just spell something else!  Zelda    


sighed in annoyance, she was thinking in circles and right  


back where she started, how?  Did it actually matter?  


	She set the thoughts aside for right now to concentrate on the  


plans, "Two teams..this guy is into mental arenas, right?   


Why not have a physical attack..and a mental one? He might  


be skilled enough to deal with both at the same time but I  


don't know..it seems a bit unlikely.. but then I haven't    


really been consious during much of this, what do you guys  


think?"  


	Not consious was right, not only that but she was  


picking up other peoples memories without realizing it,     


otherwise she wouldn't have know anything about their       


enemies, even if she had gone through Adlez's memories, she 


probably hadn't payed any attention (or even helped) the CFs


newest adversaries.  Zelda didn't notice that no one had    


explained what had happened and didn't think of where the   


information had come from..it had been on hand and she had  


used it, logically.    





FRANCE CRYSTAL





	Mystery stood atop the France Crystal.  He looked out at    


nothing, the glowing Crystal floating at his side.  Kage    


flied up to him.                                            


"What're we doing?"                                         


"Waiting."                                                  


"For?"                                                      


"Those do-gooders to figure out what this is, and how those 


alternate one's can go home.  Once they get here, I'll steal


the remainder of their powers, and the universe is mine."   


"Why worry about them?  You've already gotten most of the   


CFSE, CF or no."                                            


"Because they are still a threat.  And since I have my      


crystal together..."  He turned towards Kage.                





	"Uh...boss?"  Mystery waved his hand and the Crystal flew  


through Kage, causing him to fade from existence.           


"You're fired."  Mystery was knocked back by the sudden      


appearance of a hand.  He fell and landed on the ground,    


hard.                                                       


"Ditto!" UA said as the remainder of the CFSE and the CFs   


surround him.                                               


"Ha!  Good show!  I misjudged you, UA.  I believed you to be


your idiot counterpart."                                    


{HEY!}                                                      


"I get that a lot."  





	Mystery waved. The Crystal dove.  "G, 


move!"  Ganthet did and the Crystal missed him.  It came 


back and headed for Zelda.  She ducked and it hit Tala       


instead.  It flew back up.                                 


"My powers!" Tala exclaimed.                                 


"Next one is your life!"                                    


"HA!  YEAH, RIGHT!" UA yelled.  "I bet you that little Crystal


does nothing."                                              


"Oh?"  He waved again and it passed through every CF except 


UA.  They all disappeared as the Crystal flew next to        


Mystery.  "Nothing, huh?"                                   


"Yeah.  Bet you can't take me on one-on-one without         


cheating!"                                                  


"You're right."  He waved his hand.  





	UA darted off with the  Crystal hot on his heels.  


He leaped over a bush, ducked under


a swipe, then turned around.  The Crystal U-Turned and just    


before it hit, he 'ported.  He appeared in front of Mystery. 


"Hey!  OVER HERE!"  The crystal turned and darted at UA.      


"What're you up--"  The Crystal hit UA and passesdright    


through him into Mystery, and turned into the spire.       


"NOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO!"  HUA and Mystery faded as UA and the CFs  


emerge from the surrounding foliage.                        





	"Everyone in!" UA asked, pointing at the spire pulsating with


energy.   "My powers are back!" Zelda said as she ran by happily.   


She headed in and faded from sight.                          


"I thought they would be." UA commented.  The others walked in and 


are gone.  Ganthet stopped by him.                            


"What about--?"                                             


"We'll fix your body.  I promise."  Ganthet nodded and he     


walks into the spire.  T stopped by UA.                       


"Any chance I can join your troop?"                         


"Our Crystals should be waiting on the other side.  So that 


means you're a Crystal Fighter.  See you on the other side."  


She smiled.  "Uh...I'll take that as thanks."  She nodded and 


headed in.  





	Eme stopped by UA.                                 


"How do you do that?"                                       


"What?"                                                     


"Always get things to go your way?"                         


"I plan for every contingency."  She shrugged and headed in.   


UA, last as usual, stepped up to the portal.  He looked back.  


This was the last chance he may see some semblance of his   


home for a while.  He'll miss it.  He sighed and got ready  


to step in when a checked wave came up and grabbed him.      


He's pulled back.                                           


The portal closes. 





Will the CFs ever return to their home, what about their own dimension?  Keep up with


the saga in the next story CF#23....





