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The E-3 AWACS, based on a 707 airframe, offers superior surveillance capabilities. Equipped with a "look-down" radar, the AWACS can separate airborne targets from the ground and sea clutter returns that confuse other present-day radars.





Built by Boeing in Seattle, the Airborne Warning and Control System (AWACS) fills the needs of both airborne surveillance, and command, control and communications (C3) functions for tactical and air defense forces. It provides a highly mobile, survivable surveillance and C3 platform.





  Powerplant:


  Four CFM-56-2 turbofan engines;  24,000 lb thrust (foreign military sale aircraft).


  Four TF-33-PW-100A turbofan engines; 21,000 lb thrust (U.S. and NATO aircraft).





  Performance:


  Speed:  More than 500 mi/h.


  Aircraft ceiling:  More than 35,000 ft.


  Endurance:  More than 11 hrs. (without refueling)


  Range:  More than 5,000 nmi.


  Armament:  None.





  Crew:  


  E-3A--18 total (4 flight crew, 14  AWACS specialists).


  E-3B & C--22 total (4 flight crew, 18  AWACS specialists).


  Max. takeoff weight  335,000 lbs.
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